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By JOSEPH CURL
Jourmal stafl writer

In 1948, Dr. William E. S, Flory
and his wife, Anne, decided that
it might be fun to buy an old
house and restore it.

Flory was 33, with an advanced

degree in international law and
working at the 1.8, State Depart-
ment, The couple was raising two
children,

When the Florys bought 50 acres
and the Bel Alr Plantation in south-
ern Dale City for $13,500, they got
more than a *fixer-upper.”

“There were no doors, no windows,
the chimneys had fallen in,” Flory
said. “Ifwe had not started [restora-
tion) when we did, the whn::eg!nm
would have tumbled in on itsell”

Flory, 75, can talk for extended

on the history of the house,

t “a& a living thing, this house can
speak for itself. It can serve as a

window on 1
the Y606, bat 1t 1o prabably sost
fumous as the home of Mason Locke

“Parson” Weems, the first biogra-
pher of George Washington,
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Bel Alr owner William Flory tells some of the stories of history surrounding his home, as he sits in front of the stone
toundation that once caused him so much trouble.

Historic house a labor of love

Owners restoréd Bel Air
Plantation for posterity







