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was one of eight children born
there, many of whom also
became ‘Virginia's
illustrious sons.

The others were. Light
Horse Harry (Henry III) Lee,
father of Robert E. Lee and a
cavalry colonel in the
Revolution and Governor of
Virginia in 1791; Charles Lee,

, George Washington's per-

most
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times and has pieces of
China, handwrought nails
and a big lock which had
come from the mansion.

All that remains at the site
are traces of the foundations
at the crest of the ridge
overlooking the Potomac.
Leesylvania is surrounded by

_water on three sides and Mrs.

Templeman hopes it will one

when Henry Lee II inherited
Leesylvania upon his father's
death in 1747.

Henry Lee was presiding
Justice of Prince William
County, Lieutenant of the
Prince William militia and
member of the House of
Burgesses and also

represented the county in the
Virginia Revolutionary

disturbed two years ago’
when the Fairfax tombstones
were illegally removed from'
the graveyard established by |
the Lee family. She said even |
the ground also had been
disturbed. . .
“The stones should have
never been removed without
our permission but 'the
elderly man who did it, did it .
in complete innocence,'” she |

Y \ . . . L .
l . . : | SR Bt
ca ed Leesy vania nc
4 Little history has been Sonal attorney and Attorney day become a park so the Conventions. He died in 1787, said.
i yritten, until recent years, General of the United States historic site can be preser- followed five years later by Femov
wbout Eastern Prinee in 1795; and Edmund Jen- .ved.She thought that this was Lucy Lee. - site in
william's most historic nings Lee, Mayor of to be a reality when the ¥ T - Mrs.
slantation, Leesylvania, Alexandria in 1814. peninsula was purchased in Daffodils still bloom over] that t
: Y ocated at Woodbridge be-  Mrs. Templeman, reached 1957 by the Freestone Holding .their graves, but their! about
' “ween . Neabsco and Powell at her Arlington home, said ~ Co., but they since sold the headstones were stolen overa | “Tte
E " Ireeks. - " -that few know of the history property and about all that century ago. The headstones’ said.
! # Doing much to bring of Leesylvania since it remains are the crumpling later turned up at a house| Thec
i sylvania--the ancestral burned in the 1790’s. swimming pools that were across Route 1 (no longer f"‘l"ly
( lantation of Robert E. Lee’s  “Ithink it must have looked ~once part of what was to have ~standing) where they served ). half-w
: & Sranch of the Lee family— much like Rippon Lodge been a playland. as stepping stones, said Mrs.| toward
’ A 's long overdue recognition does," said Mrs. Templeman, On the moss-covered knoll Templeman. i stands
‘gl a woman who can call “Itwas typical of the colonial at the end of the one-time What prompted Mrs.| remind
eesylvania her ancestral country homes of the plan- garden overlooking Neabsco ~Templeman into her | !
‘home, too. tations." Bay, are the graves of historical research were founda
She is Eleanor Lee Tem- Mrs. Templeman General Lee's grandparents, family pieces which are still | The F
‘pleman of Arlington, great- dismissed the generally said Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lee II. in her prosession and came! down it
great-granddaughter of notion that bricks were Henry Lee brought his bride, from Leesylvania.'l‘heynrea‘ dates
' Richard Bland Lee, first broughtoverfrom Englandto Lucy Grymes, to Leesylvania spinning wheel and sewing! Mansic
Congressman  representing ballast the ships. after they were married on  box which had been.used by | Plemar
Northern Virginia. “We had better clay herein Dec. 29 at Bruton Parish Lucy Grymes Lee at mhnot
@ Leesylvania Plantation is Virginia than they did in Church in Williamsburg. Leesylvania; and a spirit! ‘¢ eX
! featured prominently in her England,” said Mrs. Tem- Lucy Grymes was the lamp from Sully, which was| where
“book, Arlington Heritage, pleman. ‘‘Besides they auburn-haired ‘‘Lowland the home of Lucy Lee's son, | the Pol
. which has enjoyed six -needed other things more at Beauty’” -‘who George Richard Bland Lee. which
printings since it first came the time than to take up the Washington = had  un- Mrs. Templeton is .a! Operat
out in 1959, space with bricks,”” she suceessfully wooed. member of the Society of the | War.
Mrs. Templeman's an- added.‘Every Virginia home = . Lees of Virginia (there are
cestor, Richard Lee, was had their own means for L!.-e%y{lvan_lla hadfbee" “} the <00 members) and is ab
born at Leesylvania in 1761 making bricks” right on the €€ t'amlbyt': oL " mt‘.‘i member of the NationalF
and was to become the first plantation. S ool befers "ﬂele Society of Colonial Dames.
Congressman representing  She said she had been to the %0 lr'iﬂel's atert t 1"?' aLh She said the Lees ‘were}
Northern Virginia in 1789. He Leesylvania site a number of = Mémber was lo five there |



__VmeIQNA F“_..E —eetr = Prince Wll'lia_m Public Li

o -/7&-!/ C'II = g;.‘;%o;{, © .S 4,-';;'_: ~“Manassas, Va : L4 . (7%
(Lees DIANMIA ) LWee - 8aT7 /‘?ﬁ?‘:‘cp g

- POTOMAC NEWS, Friday, January 18,1974, B:1 #

ome

said. The stones were
removed to the Fairfax burial
site in Leesburg.

Mrs. Templeton stressed
that there are strong laws
about removing tombstones.

“It carries a stiff fine,"" she
said

The chimney of the Fairfax
family mansion, which was
half-way down the slope
toward Freestone Point, still
stands today — a stark
reminder of the days gone by.
Also, seen today are the
foundations of the bank-barn.
The Fairfax home burned
down in 1910 and possibly pre-
dates the Leesylvania
mansion, said Mrs. Tem-
pleman.

Another historic site is at
the extreme point of land,
where Neabsco Creek enters
the Potomac. Il is a cliff upon
which a Confederate fort i E e 3
operated during the Civil Eleanor Templeman with spinning wheel from Leesylvania
War. -
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Chimney stands alone at Fairfax home

S i e

e e




