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Buy out bill passes

BATTLE from A1

County officials, who have
strongly objected to federal inter-
ference in what they say is a local
land-use issue, were joined last
week by several senators who ob-
Jject to the cost of a huy out.

“We are ahsﬂlutely insane,” Sen.
Pete D ici, R-N.M., a b
of the Senate appropriations com-
mittee, said before the Senate voted
50-25 last Friday to include the
provision in the tax package. “This
is absolutely crazy.”

County estimates show the cost
of the buy out range between $155
million and $321 million.

The figures include 358 million to

156 million to the land and

m:lfhmdw $165 million for the
costs of on-site improvements, site
work, interest, electrical

“You only pay for the stufl that
enhances the property,” he added.

Until a federal judge or jury de-
termine the value of the land, “all
cost estimates are irrelevant,” said
Aali. SL‘-IJ8 ﬁid('w
Bumpers, chairman of the Senate
national parks subcommittee, who
led the fight to ml:lude the buy out
provision in the tax hill

Last week's Senate act.lun “was
tm:ld'iﬁv:. An o;erwheirr;_incg victory,”
said Annie Snyder of Catharpin,
chairman of the anti-mall coalition,

“We realize that it would be a
little premature to start celebrat-
ing, ta;ldSnydar‘\:Lwlla;;pearhead—
ing the nine-mon t against
the William Center mall.

Robert Kelly, a Hazel/Peterson

, declined to comment on
Senate action.

William Center opponents said

Vice Pmeidm!. George Bush could

evictions and $10 million in pmf-
fers.

The county also estimates it would
lose $138 million over the next 20
in tax revenues if the Wil-
Center is not built.
" The market value for the 150-
acre residential section alone could
top $37 million, said Bob Fitton,
president of Equity Resources Ine.,
a Lake Ridge resi developer
that is a partner in the William
Center Limited Partnership, which
owns the section.

“It's not a question of what's been
putmwlt.lgssqmﬁon of what it
is worth,” Fitton said.

Tersh Boasberg, an &
resenting the Save d‘wm
Coalition, estimates the value of the
tract at under $40 million, which is
mmhlamthmommty estimates.

Bouhm'gmhd Congress has
the construction for at least

interchange

tmnyennofan 1-66

that would serve the tract.
*“Without the access, it to
be detrimental [to the value]” he
said. “There's got to be access to I-

66.

uldl-haunmmodnl

help p Reagan away from a
. veto. Three members af the Save
tha Battlefield Coalition met lnst
;z:kh with five luﬂ‘memheu;ul:lllm

campaign to gauge 's
position on the buy out.

*“They were very, very interested.
We realized it may be a close vote,”
md S“derthe who attendod r.he

t
While the Bush un:g:ign did not
promise anything, said “they
were very attentive.”

Hodel, who offered a compromise
with HazelPeterson that would
close of Route 234 and U.S. 28
through the battlefield park, move
the proposed mall off Stuart’s Hill
and preserve three small areas on
t.hn tract.

ﬂm t

a mont pomt when the d.welnpar
filed its original site plans for the
mall on Stuart’s Hill

The action turned to a House bill

NY., and Michael Andrews, D-
Texas, for a “legislative taking” of
the tract.

Despite a the threat of a

dential veto, the House overw
d the bill, setting up &

om utility lines al
'_'wupu-tyaddhulehthevnlne.

ingly ap
confrontation in the Senate, which

by tradition is usually more fiscally
restraint.

Indeed, a Senate hearing last
month drew strong opposition to the
costs of acquiring the property.
Nevertheless, the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources approved
the House bill and sent it to the
floor for a vote.

In a late-night session Friday, the

approved B
ment, which is identical to the
Hmwe-apprv\red bill for a federal
legislative taking of the William
Center tract.

The vote come after more than
one hour of intense debate on the
Senate floor over the cost of the buy
out and the tract’s historical sig-
nificance.

Amid I.nrue area maps and htg,-
tBnm:l and ﬂ John Muoinu,

umpers : ;
R-Idaho, th e

milthsl@sllﬁvetatinsufuboui
B0 acres.

‘Warner said “if the Senate waits
until January, “the land will be
cleared of those trees ... on its way
f.od.wolupmmt.nndallwmhelut'

ln an attempt to persuade his

further, Warner told
them his compromise “would be ac-
ceptable to [Reagan] admini-
stration.”

Warner's proposal would have
allowed for the construction of 519
e

s a re-
m.:ﬂau' and reduce the property's
oalt..

| Mall buy ol
bill survive
Senate vo.

Two hurdles
still remain

By GI&QET FUENTES

The U.S. Senate Tuesday night
approved a bill that mc]ude': a gm
vision for the legislative taking of
the controversial William Center
tract next to the Manassas National
Battlefield Park,

The provision must survive a




