
MOTION: NOHE September 5, 2017 
Regular Meeting 
Ord. No. 17-70 SECOND: LAWSON 

RE: 

ACTION: 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT DPA2017-00005, LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT USES, AND AMENDMENT OF COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 20 - POLICE, TO ADD ARTICLE IV - LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT CERTIFICATE- COUNTYWIDE 

APPROVED 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Sections 15.2-2285 and 15.2-2286 of the Code 
of Virginia, Ann., the Board of County Supervisors may amend the Zoning Ordinance 
whenever it determines that public necessity, health, safety, convenience, general welfare, and 
good zoning practice necessitate such change; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Code of Virginia, Ann., including, but not 
limited to, Section 15 .2-1427, the Board of County Supervisors may amend Chapter 20 of the 
County Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently permits live entertainment only 
when a live entertainment certificate is approved by the Zoning Administrator; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently does not provide the Police 
Department with the necessary enforcement authority to immediately address public safety 
issues related to live entertainment at the time they occur, nor allow for suspension or 
revocation of a live entertainment certificate in the event an owner, principal, operator, and/or 
manager violates the provisions of the County Code and/or presents a safety issue to the 
residents of Prince William County; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently does not explicitly provide for the 
exemption of certain types of live entertainment, such as piano player or guitarist playing 
ambient music, from the live entertainment certificate requirement; and 

WHEREAS, amending the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the above
referenced issues is required by public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good 
zoning practice, and is consistent with the intent of Section 15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia, 
Ann; and 

WHEREAS, on September 6, 20 16, the Board of County Supervisors initiated a 
Zoning Text Amendment to amend the Zoning Ordinance and authorized a public hearing to 
consider a County Code amendment for live entertainment uses by adoption of Res. No. 16-
695; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Zoning 
Text Amendment, after which it adopted Planning Commission Resolution No. 17-061, 
unanimously recommending approval; and 

WHEREAS, County staff recommends approval of these amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors duly ordered, advertised, and 
held a public hearing on September 5, 2017, at which time public testimony was received and 
carefully considered, and the merits of the Zoning Text Amendment and the amendment of 
Chapter 20 of County Code were considered; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors finds that public necessity, 
convenience, health, safety, general welfare, and good zoning practice are served by the 
adoption of this Zoning Text Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors finds that the amendment of 
County Code, Chapter 20 - Police, to add Article IV - Live Entertainment Certificate, secures 
and promotes the health, safety, and general welfare of the County and its citizens; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Prince William County 
Board of County Supervisors does hereby adopt Zoning Text Amendment DPA2015-20001, 
Live Entertainment Uses, and Amendment of County Code, Chapter 20 - Police, to add Article 
IV - Live Entertainment Certificate. 

ATTACHMENT: Text Amendment 

Votes: 
Ayes: Anderson, Caddigan, Candland, Jenkins, Lawson, Nohe, Principi, Stewart 
Nays: None 
Absent from Vote: None 
Absent from Meeting: None 

For Information: 
Planning Director 
Chief of Police 



ARTICLE I. - TERMS DE FINED 

PART 100. - DEFINITIONS 
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Live entertainment shall mean entertainment provided in person including, but not limited to, 
musical performance(s}, music played by discj ockey(s}. karaoke. dancing (i ncluding dancing 
done solely by patron(s) and/or attendee(s)). modeling~ or comedy performance(s). that requires a 
li ve entertainment certificate in accordance with article IV of chapter 20 of the County Code. 

ARTICLE II. - ADMINISTRATION, PUBLIC USES AND USES OF A PUBLIC 
NATURE, GENERAL STANDARDS FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS 

PART 200. - INTROD UCTION; ADMINISTRATION; PURPOSE 

Sec. 32-210.02. - General standards. 

I. Temporary activi ty permits shall be issued in accordance wi th the fol lowing standards: 
(a) Unless otherwise stated in section 32-210.01. each activity or event shall be 
separated by a minimum of2 1 consecutive days: and 

(g) Adequate sanitary facil ities shall be provided for the activity and, when 
necessary. shall be subject to approval by the health department. Documentation or 
permission statements shall be provided that state that restrooms or other sanitary 
fac ilities are avai lable fo r the duration of the acti vity. 

8. Temporary activities authorized in accordance with section 32-210.0 I shall be subject to 
all other applicable County permits and approvals including but not limited to schematic 
site plans. occupancy permits, hazardous use pe1111its. itinerant vendor li censes, li ve 
entertainment certificates. sign permits and similar requirements. 

9. Additional condi tions may be required. as deemed necessary by the Zoning 
Administrator. for any temporary acti vity. 



ARTICLE III. - AG RI CULTURAL AND RESIDENTIAL DISTRJCTS 

PART 300. - GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Sec. 32-351.04. - Secondary uses. 

The fol lowing uses shall be permitted by right in the V District only in conjunction wi th. and 
secondary to, a permitted principal use, ex isting or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400. I :!J· herein: 

.L_; Li ve entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400. 15. 

2.-1- Medical or dental laboratory, ancillary to medical or dental clinic. 

Photographic process ing laboratory, ancil lary to retail store. 

Sec. 32-351.05. - Special uses. 

The following uses shall be perm itted in the V District 'v\·ith a Special Use Permit: 
I. Attached single-family dwellings on lots in excess of one acre. 

2.-14 Bed and breakfast. subject to the standards of section 32-300.15. 

3.4:- Car wash. manned or self-service. 

4.~ Catering. commercia l. 

i:&.. Farmers' market. 

7. Live entertainment and dancing. 

6.&-:. Motor vehicle fuel station, retail. 

1. ±-:-Multi- family dwellings on lots in excess of one acre. 

,& ;., onresiden ti al and mixed-use buildings that do not meet one or more of the 
development standards descri bed in section 32-35 1.08 below. 

9. Restaurant. drive-in. drive-up, dri ve-th rough or carry-out. 
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ARTI CLE IV. - COMM E RCIAL, OFFICE AND l NDUSTRJAL DISTRICTS 

PART 400. - G ENERAL REG ULATIONS 

Sec. 32-400.1 5. - General provisions for live entertainment uses. 
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Live entertaimnent shall not be permitted without a li ve entertainment certificate issued in 
accordance with article IV of chapter 20 of the County Code. No live entertainmem certificate 
shall be issued without zoning approval. however. this shall not prevent issuance of a live 
entertainment certificate contemporaneous with zoning approval. of zoning approval. \Vhen live 
entertainment is proposed in conjunction with a restauran t, event center. or meeting hall. an 
application for a certificate of zoning approval shall be made by any property owner, any lessee, 
or contract purchaser '<Vith the Zoning Administrator on forms provided by the Planning Office. 
The applicant sha ll pay the fee established for such permits. 

1 The application for a live entertainment certificate of zoning appro\·al shall include the 
fo llowing information: 

(a) Name of ovmer and operator. 

(b) Street address, GPrN. 

(c) Bui lding and site layout. 

(d) Proposed live entertainment. 

(e) Hours that the live entertainment will be proYided. 

(f) Proposed floor plans and square footage of entertainment and/or dance floor .areas 

(g) Sound amplification of the li ve entertainment. 

(h) \Vhether there are cover charges or other admission fees. 

(i) Size of aud ience or participants. 

3. Based on the information contained in the application, the Zoning Administrator shall 
determine whether the proposed live entertainment is likely to significantly affect the 
nature or character of the primary use. The Zoning Administrator shall consider the 
fol lowing factors: 

(a) Impact on the surrounding properties and uses. 

(b) The size and percentage of the floor area of the li\·e entertainment, including the 
audience. 

(c) The size and percentage of the floor area of the dance floor and dancing. including 
the audience. 

(d) The degree of amplification of music or other live entertainment. 

(e) The duration and hours of operation. 

(f) Degree and nature of aud ience participation and interaction with the liYe 
entertainment. 

(g) Size of audience or participants. 

(h) \Vhether there is a cover charge or admission fee. 

I. If the Zoning Administrator determines that the proposed live entertainment is not likely 
to significantly affect the nature or characler of the primary use. he shal l issue a live 



entertainment certificate of zoning a1317roval. This zoning app1w•al shall be limited-t&4e 
l-i-ve---enterl-ai-itmeFH--J7ro 130 sed in the ap~ 1-t~t-i.~'5+8-flEl-i-ng--t-fl e i ssua nee of a I i \ :e 
t'ntertainmenl certi ficate-e-Hot1·i+tg--a-j313ro\·al. if the Zoning Adm~n+stm!or delermines-tfi.a.t. 
tfl.a.t...tfle nature and chaFa€-lel=--eH.fle-t3ri mary use has-Been signi ficantly affec+ed-,he--may 
w~thdraw live entertainment certificate of zoning a13pro\·ah-attd---1~e compl iance with 
5tt9sff.l:.ion 5 .. b~-'1-'; 

5. If the Zoning Administrator detetm-i-Hes that thefFeJ765ed li ve entertainment is likely to 
sign ifi cantly affect the-na ture or character of the 13rimary-t1Se. he shall issue a li ..-e 
entertainment certifi cate of zoning a13proval that is conditioned--ttpon full co11113liance 
unless specifically modified by the Zoning AdrninistratOH'H'---Hpon reco mmendation by 
l.J.le-12ttnce William County Police De13artme-n1 with the follov. ing security plan: 

-I. .\'u111her vf securily g11~ 

.\ . Friday ant!Salurtluy: The owner and operator shall 13rovide. al a minimum. fotlf 
security guards 13lus a manager. to provide security for the resl-a\tfa+Tl-afld--th~ 
entertai nment area during the hours of li\·e entertainment. The guards \\ill be 
~5--0utlined i1~ection 2., b~ 

B. S11mlt:y :hreugh Thursday: The applicant shall pro\·ide. at minimuR+.--efle 
security guard plus a manageHe--pro\·ide security for the restaurant and the li ve 
entertainment area during the hours of live entertainment---+Re--applicant shall 
maintain a ratio of one security guard per 10 customers. 

C. The number of security guards may be reduced or ffic.rea.sed if the Ptince 
William County Po li€e Department District Commander (hereinafter. "the 
Commander"), or designee determines that the safety standards so require. 

D. .'\t no time shall be owner1manager allow the posced ma~;imum o~upanc) limit 
tffiffitEl-i-n-g-etTlployees and 13alrons) to be exceeded. 

1 Positioning efsecurii)' guards: 

.\ . At all times during the hours of liYe entertainment, there shall be one s€C-tlfi.t.y 
guard or manager at the establishment's entrance mai ntaining securi ty anEI 
performing a Yi sual and age/identification check of each customer entering the 
restaurant. 

B. On Friday and Saturday two guards will be posit ioned at the entrance performing 
a , ·isual and--age,l~enti fication eheck of each customer entering the restaurant. 
and maintaini ng security: the ade+ttenal guards will be posicioned lo maintain 
watch o\·er the li ve--entertainmen-t---fu1d bar area. The duty man-ager--sJ.:iall ass ist 
with visual inspection and maintain a watch OYer the parking lot immediately in 
trenl of the restaurant during the-times tlte-5econcl rront e+lffallee-gtti!td--i-S 
~m1ing perimete+€-flecks or the bui lding and parking areas in the rear. These 
checks will b~~ed-j3ffi-oclically. bul-Hol less 1han-BRC€-an--h-o~H:., 

C. From the cime or "last call" until the-parking lot is effij7t-y--e~rd will palfe+ 
an&;:r1aintain \\al-e¥1-e-f-t.l~rking area \\ hi ~e--gt1affh,.·ill remain aH-he-+FeAf 
entrance. and the remaining guards will assist in clearin~usiness . 

~41+1-i+m~IA+y--gi+t:rds: NocwitffitanJing item "' I abo,·e. the number of seettft.t.y 
:;uar<ls shall inc1'eilse-a-s-ttecessary during any spt>cial e\·ent--er if a larger than 1H1rm-a+ 
e-m'"*l-i--s--e·'•\-J3~led-:--+l-1e---aj3-p.J-i-c-a1tH"-i-J.l-t.rel-i-l~4he-ee-rnffiftlltlerot--ae-si-g:-n~~l-her 
Cil-S€o 
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.+:---M-i-flim+ffH-fib~Hd-frt1-i~tfFify-gtlm ·ds: Sec u ri 1y g uaffis---slta·l-l--l3e-a-1'fl-iti-i.R.H1-A-1 
&R+-years of age, have received !raining in security 1fleasttfe5---afl6 be certified and 
lt€eflsed by the Virginia----&epaAA1eflt of Criminal Just iee--£ervices (DCJS). Upe+1 
request by the po lice. Fire i\ 4arshal, or prope-flT€ede-i+l-5fle~l'S7-5ecurity guafEls-4ra-I+ 
present proof ofDCJS certification. 

~.-:.0.·11nwniet1fi.o~r+lf-gH-erds: The s~~iards and manager shall be 
able to hear each 01her's conversatieRS-a-Hd communicate with each oth~e-eti 
duty. This wil-1-enable them to be-fu lly aware of any i n1eraction--be+wee·n--+l~e--gt1a-l'tl-s 

and-patrons of the restaurant in order 10 provide assistaiwe when needed, 

6. Searching 13a1rons. Security guards al deer shall perfettn-6--\~i-sual----i1-l-5fle€-l-~fl 
a-ge1ffienti Ii cation check e r each customer entering the business. 

~·ernrily guard d~ecurity guards shall wear the same type shin o~r garmen-t
bearing "Seeurity" in large leHers printed on back of the shins or uniforms so they 
ean be easily distinguished and recognized b) patroAs-----a-5-\-\-etl---a-s-Prince \.Vi ll iam 
Gounty Pol ice officers cal I to the es ta bl ishm ent-: 

8--:---------:-l lcohol sal-e-!r.-

A-:---Last call for alcohol sales shall be in conformance with I-he Virginia Department 
of .\lcohol Be\'erage Control (ABC) regulations. 

B. ln:oxica:ed i11di1·it!uels: The security guards and the duly manager shall take 
e..-ery measure to pre..-ent intoxica1ed indi,·iduals from entering or remaining at 

the establishment. The security guards and duty manager shall take every 
measure to ensure patrons are not into·;icated to a poi111 of disturbing the peaee 
whe-n-~ng the resrauranr. 

C. Signs that discourage drinking and dri,·ing shall be posted inside the restaurant. 

D. Annet!flcements shall be--+itade-near clos ing time that anyone-who has been 
drinking alcoholic ben:rages should leave with a designated dri'< er and or a cab 
can be called upon request. 

E. Trt.·ining: Wait swff. security and managers shall anend 1he responsibl-e----se-lfe-rs 
a-fltl-5ervers: Virginia Program (RSVP) or equirnlent offered by the \Li+gi-rti-a 
Department of .'\lcohol ic Be'<·erage Control. 

9. .\'o Loi1e-ffitg-;-&igns stat ing "No Loitering" sha-l-1-be---tlearly posted outsi-tle--t-Re 
restaurant. Regular anneune-e-ments shall be made inside the restaurant to reinforce 
fh~ol icy. Security guards shall reinfefce-£-he 110 loitering pol icy and 
ne+se--+imitations in the par~>-J.e+:-

10 .. lge Restriction: After 9:00 p.111. , persons under' I shall net-ee--a-l-+owed to enler t-He 
establi shment un+ess--l-hey---a-Fe--accempanied by their legal guardian .. \ny and-al+ 
persons under 1 1 that are v,·ithin the building a1 9:00 p.m. will be compelled to lea\-e 
HFH-ess---ffley-are-accetitj3a-n-i-ffi--b-t-ffl~f€1--i-atr. 

+-~e-rtl-i-HH!ion wi:h police fl.e-pHH-+He.·11: Th~ef5--ffianager;; shall meet---+J:ie 
co 111111 a H de r to e ~'ch an g e i deas-a+1B--+rade-fe&J~a&k--e n sec u r i 1 ~ --i-55-ue-s----Bfl-G---fOt!+i-Re 
l:tasis. The commander shall determine the form-and frequen cy--e-H-he-se--rneetings. 

+:b-f.i.t:-Heral seeuri!_r 1-1-lf!-tl-.'i-tfre-5--:-

. \ . Perime-tef--i.115J3e-c-tffins of the rear of the bui ldinh>-a-n~l-4e rear pai:k-i-ng area \\i i-I 
ee---pefleffHe<.-l---efle-t>---~y--he-ui:--&y--one-H't»1+-e+ltfM€-e-Se€-U RI~' glra-!'Eh----A lry 
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~ 111 e rs Ii n ge ri ng-i-R--l-flese-area5-\~e--asked lo 1rnwe in si d e-4e--etti-l-El-i-ng--o F 

asked lo l eav-eo--W-l·H~fl--H'l5J3ee-l-~1:e--0eing perfol'fll€Ei-+Ae duty manager will fil-I 
i-n-iH the fron-1 entrance lo assist with ID che€-k-:-

13 . An emergene-y--evacualion plan wi ll be estab l+s-Aed and praet-iced periodically. 

C. Telephone-+wmbers fo r lh~Pri nce \.\4J.l-i-a-m County P-e-J-i.ee-.ilnd Fire tfe-J*l·F-lmetH5 
w-i-l-l--9~ed at all cash regi-5leHee-a+iens and employees will be made aware 
of their lo~ 

D. Customer behavior that could be tl1f€Ut€+1ing or intimidating .. or that might lead 
to ,·iolence wi II be required lO be---repened b) employees lo the restaurant 
manager and/or seClM'-i-ty-i-mmediately. 

E.. .. \ppropriate employees wil-l-be-t:rained in h&W--te-€1t>al with unruly palrottr. 

-'t-; 7" ........ yghting: Tl·H!-0-\\·ner1operalor wi II n?,·iew tht! outdoor I ighting on a "eekly basis to 
ensure the outdoer-+i-ghts are clean. operating and rro'<iding the Prince William 
f.ounty Pol-i-c-e--tfejhll'l+11ent's Crime PreYent ioR-h41-i+-a~-ble minimum s1andard of 
-i _o footcandles throughem-t+k' parking area and aF-Ollll&-+Ae-l:Wi-1-Eli-ng-:-+i:ie interior 
1-i-glu ing shall be such that it pro,ides the illum-i+rati&lt-feEjtti-rements esta-171-i-sfleEl--ey 
A-8(;; 

PART -t02. - OFFICE Dl STRICTS 

Sec. 32-402 .20 ..... O(H), O ffi ce High-Rise Dis trict; pu rpose a nd intent. 

Sec. 32-402.22. - Seconda ry uses. 

The fo llowing uses shal l be permit ted by right in the 0(1-1) District on ly in conjunction ,,·ith and 
secondary to a penniued princ ipal use. ex isting or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.14: 

I . 

3. 

-L 

5. 

6. 

7 .. 

8. 

9. 

Adult day care fac ility. 

Barber shop .. beaut ician studio. tanning and toning salon (one set of toning equipment 
only). 

Cafeteria/I unchroorn/snack bar'aurornat. 

Child care faci lity. 

Ci ,·ic club. 

Commercial art ist or photographer's studio. 

Fraterni ty. sororit) .. sccondar: to college .. uni,ersity or seminar) (on campus only). 

1-klistop. 

Li \"C entertainment in accorcbncc \\ ith the pro\ isions or section 32--100.15. 

I 0. Oftice equipment saks .. lease and s~n ice. 
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11. Photograph ic processing laboratory. 

12. Parking, commercial. 

13. Quick service food store (not freestanding). 

14. Recreation faci lity, commercial (indoor). 

15. Recreation facil ity for employees. 

16. Recording stud io. 

17. Restaurant. 

18. Restaurant. carry-out. 

19. Retail store. 

20. School of special instruction. 

2 1. Travel agency. 

22. Watchman's dvvelling. 

Sec. 32-402.23. - Special uses. 

The fo llowing uses shall be permitted in the O(H) District with a Special Use Pern1it: 

1. Bus station. commercial. 

2. Continuing care retirement community. 

3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. 

4. Heliport. secondary only. 

5. Helipad. 

6. LiYe entertainment and dancing . 

.Q,_ +..: Radio or TV broadcasting station. 

l_ ~Rai l road passenger station. secondary only. 

~.!).,.Taxi or limousine dispatching. 

Sec. 32--rn2.30 . - O(M), Office Mid-Rise District; purpose and intent. 

Sec. 32-402.32. - Secondary uses. 
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The fol lowing uses shall be permitted by right in the O(M) District only in conjunction with and 



secondary to a perm itted principal use, existing or proposed fo r concurren t construction in 
accordance wi th the provisions of section 32-400. 14: 

1_-faj Adult day care facility. 

2.-h Art gallery (pri \'ate). 

3.±:. Barber shop. beauti cian studio. or tann ing salon. 

4.J-:- Cafeteria/I unchroom/snack bar/autornat. 

.2..o4-:- Child care facil ity. 

2..:~ Commercial artist or photographer's studio. 

L.fr. Fraternity .. sorority, secondary to col lege. un iversity or sem inary (on campus only). 

~~ Helistop. 

2-,_ 8-: Hate I. 

l..Q,,-9-:- Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.15. 

ll.J-G-: Office equi pment sa les. lease and service. 

llJ--:1...,. Optical and eye care faci li ty .. 

13 .. -1+. Quick service food store (not freestanding) . 

.liJ+- Recreation faci lity, commercial (indoor). 

15.-14. Recreation faci li ty for employees. 

l~ .. J-~-,. Restaurant. 

l.1..f.4. Restaurant. carry-out. 

~++.-Reta il store. 

J_.2.,_-l-8-: School of special instruction. 

20.#. Recording studio. 

21.±-0-:- Travel agency. 

22.fr. Watchman's dwell ing. 

Sec. 32--402.33. -- Spec ial uses. 

The fo llowing uses shall be permitted in the O(M) District ,,·ith a Special Use Permit: 

1. Bus station. commercial. 

2. Continuing care retirement communi ty. 
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3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay Dist rict. 

4. Heliport. secondary only. 

5. Helipad. 

6. Hospital. 

7. Live entertainment and dancing. secondary only. 

1. & Parking, commercial. 

~ 9o- Taxi or limousine dispatching. 

9. ~Veterinary hospital. 

Sec. 32-402.40 - O(F), Office/Flex District; purpose and intent 

Sec. 32-402.42. - Secondary uses. 
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The fo llowing uses shall be permitted by right in the O(F) District only in conjunct ion with and 
secondary to a permitted principal use, existing or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.14: 

I. Adult day-care facility. 

2. Barber shop. beautician studio. tanning and toning salons (one set of toning equipment 
only). 

3. Cafeteria/I unchroom/snack bar/automat. 

4. Catalog sales. contractors. tradesman or industrial equipment (\\'ithout shov\Toom). 

5. Catering (commercial, on- or off-premises). 

6. Child-care fac ili ty. 

7. Commercial arti st or photographer's studio. 

8. Fraternity or sorority. secondary to co llege, university or seminary (on campus onl y). 

9. Helistop. 

l 0. Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400. l 5. 

l l. Locksmith. 

12. Medical care fac ility. specialized (secondary to hospital only). 

13. Mortuary, funeral or wedding chapel. 

14. Motor vehicle parts. 

15. ursing or con\'alescent care fac ili ty (secondary to hospital onl y). 

16. Office equipment sales. lease and service. 

17. Pri vate schools. 

18. Recreation facility. commercial (indoor). 



19. Recreation facility for employees. 

20. Religious institutions, with related fac ilities, excluding cemeteri es. 

21. Restaurant. 

22. Restaurant. carry-out. 

23. Retail store. 

24. School of special instruction. 

25. Tool/equipment rental (minor). 

26. Travel agency. 

27. Warehousing (non-HAZMA T). 

28. Watchman's dwe ll ing. 

29. Wholesal ing. 

Sec. 32-402.43. - Special uses. 

The fol lowing uses shall be permitted in the O(F) District \\'ith a Special Use Permit: 

1. Bus station. commercial. 

2. Crematory, secondary to hospital only. 

3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. 

4. Electronic equipment and component manufacturing. assembly. processing and 
distribution. 

5. Heliport. 

6. Hospital. 

7. Janitorial service. 

8. Live entertainment and dancing. secondary only. 
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CHAPTER 20 
ARTICLE IV. - LIVE ENTERTAINMENT CERTIFICATE 

Sec. 20-60. - General provisions for live entertainment certificates. 
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(a) Findings. purpose. interpretation. and severabilitv. Live entertainment provides a benefit 
to County citizens and businesses. however. it can also significantly impact the public 
health. safety. and genera l welfare of the communi ty. The purpose of this article is to 
establish reasonable regulations for li ve entertainment to ensure and protect the character 
of the various neighborhoods: the creation of a convenient. attractive. and harmonious 
community: and to protect the public health. safety. and general welfare. whi le providing 
entertainment opportunities for County citizens and encouraging economic development. 
This article strikes an appropriate balance that preserves ample channels of 
communication whi le still reducing and mitigating the extent of the potential impacts 
caused by live entertainment. This article shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with 
the United States and Virginia Constitutions. and applicable federal and State laws. If 
any provis ion of this article is found to be inval id by a court of competent jurisdiction. 
such find ing shall not affect the validi ty of other provisions of this article which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision. 

(b) Live entertainment shall not be permi tted on private property without a live entertai1m1ent 
certifi cate issued by the Chief of Police or designee. The applicant shall pay the fee 
established for the live entertainment certificate at the time the application is submitted. 
No live entertainment certificate shall be issued without zoning approval. however. this 
shall not prevent issuance of a Ii ve entertainment certificate contemporaneous with 
zoning approval. A live entertainment certificate shall be required regardless of the 
freq uency of li ve entertaimnent (ex. one-time occurrence. weekly. monthly. or yearly) or 
the tota l number of times that li ve entertainment is provided at the establishment or 
location. 

(c) When used in this article. /il'e entertainment shall mean entertainment provided in person 
including. but not limited to. a musical performance(s). music played bv a disc-jockey. 
karaoke. dancing (including dancing solely by a patron(s) and/or attendee(s)). model ing. 
or comedy performance(s). 

(d) The activities listed in this subsection are not subject to this article. however. if there is an 
inc ident involving one or more of these activ ities which requi res a Jaw enfo rcement 
response. the Chief of Police or designee mav require the establishment or individual(s) 
involved to comply with this article for anv of these activities in the futu re. Any activity 
which is not sub ject to this article shal l remain subject to any other applicable federal. 
state. and County Jaws. codes. ordinances. regulations. and requirements . 
1. Ambient. incidental. and/or background music. such as a piano plave r(s). 

harpist(s). strolling vio linist(s). gu itarist(s). or mariachi band. which is proYided 
for guests or patrons of an establishment at a volume and intensity which permits 
normal conversation. However. if any cover charge. admiss ion fee(s). or other 
fee . charge. purchase. or donation is required for a guest or patron to observe or 
parti cipate in such entertainment. it shall be subject to this article . 

2. Performances bv a student or Q.roup of students at a public or private educational 
facil ity vvhen the perfo rmance is part of an established educational/instructiona l 
curriculum or proQ.ram. 



3. Dance. theatrical. or performing arts lessons which are part of an established 
public or pri vate educational/instructional curricul um or program. 

4. Entertainment provided for specifically-invited guests at a wedding. reception. 
banquet. or party (ex. a bi rthday or graduation party) where there is no cover 
charge(s). adm iss ion fee(s). or any other req uired fee. charne. purchase. or 
donation. 

5. Book or poetry read ings. 
6. Re ligious services. ceremonies. and events. 
7. Theatrical perfo rmances/plays. 
8. Any federal. state. County. or County schools-sponsored activity. 
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9. Live entertainment permitted by a special use permi t or by-right as a primary use 
(examples inc lude. but are not limited to. cultural arts center. theater. stadium. 
arena. and amphitheater). 

10. Live entertainment provided by a business or other entity which v;as in existence 
prior to adoption of this ordinance and provided live entertainment prior to 
adoption of this ordinance. and which was not required bv the Countv to have a 
live entertainment certificate. 

11. Any activity which is regulated under article Ill of chapter 20 of the County Code. 

Sec. 20-61. - L ive entertainment application . 
(a) The application for a li ve ente11ainment certificate shall include the fo llov.'ing 

informat ion. 
1. The name of. and contact information fo r. all owners (incl uding all principals if a 

business entity). operators. and managers of the establishment and/or property. 
and anyone materiallv involved in the live entertainment. Contact information 
shall include phone number. email. fax. and mail ing address. 

2. Street address and GPIN where al l live entertainment will occur. 
3. Bui ldin12.. prope11y. and site lavout. 
4. All proposed tvpe(s) ofl ive entertainment. 
5. All days of the week and hours that anv live entertainment will be provided. and 

the freq uency of all live entertainment. 
6. Detailed. proposed floor plans and the square footage of all live entertainment. 

including dance floo r areas. 
7. Anv proposed sound amplification of the li\'e entertainment. 
8. Whether there is a cover charge. admission fee. or any other required fee . charge. 

purchase. or donation. 
9. The proposed audience size. and the number of patrons and/or attendees present. 

before. during. and after any live entertainment. 
I 0. The minimum age of anv staff or patron. including \Yhether the minimum age \\·il l 

change based on the date(s) and/or ti me(s) and/or if a legal guardian is present. 
11. Emergency evacuation plan and measures. and any signaQ.e re lated to the 

emergency evacuation plan. 
12. Whether alcohol wil l be served prior to. during. and/or after an li'l·e 

entertai 11ment. and copies of any A BC I icenses: any proposed measures to prevent 
underaQ.e consumption of alcohol: any proposed measures to prevent intoxicated 
individuals from entering or remaining in the establi shment. and if they enter how 
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they will be safely and promptly removed; any measures to ensure that intoxicated 
individuals leave the establishment in a safe and prompt manner: sirmage related 
to authorized locations for alcohol consumption and/or di scouraging drinking and 
dri ving: and any prior ABC training and any required future ABC training. 

(b) The Chief of Police or designee may requ ire an applicant to submit a proposed security 
plan as part of an application for a live entertainment certificate. If required by the Chief 
of Police or designee. the proposed securi tv plan shall address and include. at a 
minimum. sufficient information on the fo llowing issues. 
I. Security guards. including the number that will be on-duty at all times during live 

entertainment: prior training and proposed training: where securitv guards will be 
positioned inside and/or outside of the facilitv: how security guards will 
communicate with each other and the facility· s management: and how security 
guards will be clearly identifiable to al l patrons and all law enforcement officers. 

2. How the inside and outside of the fac ility will be monitored. including. but not 
limited to any security cameras and inspections by security guards. 

3. All access points. including emergencv access. and how these points wi ll be 
secured. 

4. Any proposed measures to safely. quickly. and effectively respond to potential or 
actual criminal behavior and/or physical violence. 

5. Any proposed '·no loitering" signage. 
(c) Minimum security and safety requirements. 

I. Al l security guards must be certified and licensed by the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) at all times. Al I security guards shall present 
proof of DCJS certification when requested to do so by a police officer. fire 
marshal. or property code inspector. 

2. The minimum number of security guards shall be one security guard for every 40 
patrons. 

3. All security guards shall wear the same or substantial ly similar uniforms which are 
readily identifiable to al l patrons and law enforcement officers. 

4. Security guards shall conduct a perimeter inspection(s) of the enti re build ing and 
all related parking area(s) at least once every hour beginning at least one hour 
prior to any live en tertaimnent and ending no earlier than one hour after anv live 
entertainment concludes. unless modified by the Chief of Police or designee. Anv 
customers lingering in these areas shall be told to move inside the building or to 
leave. 

5. Identification checks shall be conducted on every customer entering the 
establishment at least two hours prior to and during anv live entertainment. 

6. There shall be an emergency evacuation plan. which has been approved bv the 
county fire marshal's office. 

7. A responsible party shall be available to the Police Department bv phone at all 
times. including. but not limited to. nights. weekends. and al l ho lidays . 

Sec. 20-62. - Live enterta inment application approval, denial, and appeal. 
(a) Based on the information contained in the application and any other information ,,·hich the 

Chief of Police or designee deems relevant. the Chief of Police or desim1ee mav appro\'e 
the applicat ion and issue a live entertainment certificate. The Chief of Police or designee 
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may requi re an approved security plan as a condi tion of approving the application and 
issuing a live entertainment certificate. In deciding whether to approve the appl ication and 
issue a live entertainment certificate. the Chief of Pol ice or designee shall consider the 
public health. safety. and general welfa re. including. but not limi ted to the following 
criteria. 
I. Whether there will be a dance fl oor and dancing. 
2. Whether there will be amplification of the live entertainment. 
3. The duration and hours of operation of the establishment. 
4. Degree and nature of audience pa rti cipation and interaction with the live 

entertainment. 
5. The size of the audience. and the number of patrons and/or attendees. present 

before. during. and after anv live entertainment. 
6. Whether there is a cover charge. admission fee. or any other required fee. charae. 

purchase. or donation. 
7. Frequency and duration of all li ve entertai nment. 
8. Number and/or severity of previous calls fo r service related to the establishment 

and/or property. 
9. Security plan. 
I 0. Whether the applicant. owner. principal. manairer. and/or any other person who is 

materially involved in the application. the establishment. the property. and/or the 
proposed 1 ive entertainment has had a Ii ve entertainment certificate suspended 
and/or revoked in the past and if so. when it was suspended and/or revoked and 
the circumstances under which it vvas suspended and/or revoked. 

11. Prior violation(s) of any applicable federal. state. or County law. ordinance. code. 
regulation. or requirement. 

(b) The Chief of Police or designee may impose reasonable conditions as part of his/her 
approval and issuance of a Ii ve entertainment certificate regard in !'l the heal th. safety. and 
welfare of the patrons of the establishment. anyone attend in!?. the live entertainment. 
and/or the general publ ic. including. but not limited to. the securi ty plan. 

(c) If the Chief of Police or desiirnee denies an appl ication for a li ve ente1tainment 
certificate. he/shall notify the applicant in wri ting of the decision. The applicant may 
appeal the decision to the Chief of Police or des iirnee within 30 calendar davs of hand
deli very of the notice or the date of mai ling of the notice. whichever occurs first. The 
Chief of Police or desiimee shall hold a hearing on the appeal. At the hearing. the 
applicant will have an opportunity to provide oral testimony. to inc lude witnesses. and/or 
other relevant documentation. After the hearing. the Chief of Police or designee shall 
issue a written decision within 30 calendar davs of the hearing date . The Chief of Pol ice 
or designee's decision shall be final and not appealable. 

(d) Any li,·e entertainment certificate holder shall immediately notify the Chief of Police or 
designee if any information in the application or certificate materia lly changes. includin!'l. 
but not limited. ownership. security. ABC licensure. and floor plan/lavout. Failure to 
comply with this requirement may result in denial of a li ve entertainment certificate 
application or immediate suspension of a live entertainment ce1tificate. 

(e) All live entertainment certificate holders shal l comply with. and ensure that the all live 
entertainment complies \Yith. the Countv·s noise ordinance at all times. 
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CD All li ve ente11ainment certificate holders shall comply with. and ensure that all 
establishments and locations where li ve entertainment takes places comply with. the 
County·s ordinances regarding the County's curfew fo r minors ordinance(s). See County 
Code Sec. 16-3. I et seq. 

(g) A li ve entertainment certificate shall not be transfe rred. conveyed. or so ld to another 
person or business/corporate entity. 

Sec. 20-63. - Immediate closure. 
(a) The Chief o[ Police or designee may order a live en tertainment certificate holder. the 

property owner. and the establislu11ent at which live entertainment is planned. being, or 
was performed. to immediately close down. cease all operations. and disburse anyone on 
the premises when he/she determines that there is an immediate threat to the health. 
safety. and general welfare of the patrons. attendees. and/or the general publ ic. 

(b) The establ ishment may resume operations. without live entertainment. once the Chief of 
Police or designee determines that there is no longer an immediate threat to the health. 
safety. and general welfare of the patrons. attendees. and/or the general pub! ic . The 
resumption of live entertainment shall be sub ject to county code sections 20-64 and 20-
65. 

Sec. 20-64. - Suspension of a live entertainment certificate. 
(a) The Chief of Police or designee mav immediately suspend a live entertaim11ent certificate 

when he/she deems it in the interest of the public health. safety. and general welfare to do 
so. including. but not limited to: (i) violations of any applicable federal. state. or County 
law. code. ordinance. regulation. or requi rement by any live entertailUTient certificate 
holder or any owner. applicant. manager. principal. or any other person materially 
involved in the establ islm1ent: and (ii) the number and severity of calls fo r service 
involving the establishment. The Chief of Police or designee shall provide written notice 
of the suspension. 

(b) A live ente11ainment certificate may be suspended for a period not to exceed I 80 calendar 
days. During the suspension period. the live entertainment certificate holder shall meet 
with the Chief of Police or designee. unless an appeal of the suspension is filed prior to 
the meeting. 

(c) As part of any suspension of a live entertainment certificate. the Chief of Pol ice or 
designee may impose reasonable conditions (initial conditions or in addi tion to 
previously imposed condi tions) on a live entertainment certificate which is suspended 
regarding the health. safety. and welfare of the patrons of the establishment. anyone 
attending the live ente11ainment. and/or the general publi c. The live entertairn11ent 
certificate-holder shall complv with these conditions vvhen the suspension period ends 
and if they are permitted to resume live entertainment. 

(d) A live ente11ai1m1ent certificate-holder mav appeal the suspension of their live 
entertainment certificate to the Chief of Police or designee within 30 calendar davs of 
hand-deliverv of the notice or the date of mailing of the notice. whichever occurs first. 
The Chief of Police or designee wi ll hold a hearimz on the appeal. The holder of the 
suspended I ive entertainment certificate wi ll be provided notice of the hearing date and 
time. At the hearing. the holder of the suspended live entertai1ui1ent certificate wi ll ha\·e 
an opportun ity to pro\·ide oral testimonv. to include \Vitnesses. and/or other relevant 



ATIACHMENT 
September 5, 2017 

Ord. No. 17-70 
Page 16of17 

documentation. The suspension shall remain in effect during the appeal process. unless: 
(i) the suspension period ends during the appeal process, or (ii) the Chief of Pol ice or 
designee determines. in writing. that the live entertainment may resume. 

(e) After the hearing. the Chief of Police or designee shall issue a written decision within 30 
calendar days of the hearing date. As part of the decision. the Chief of Police or des ignee 
may impose reasonable conditions (initial conditions or in addition to previously imposed 
conditions) on a li ve entertainment certificate regard ing the health. safety. and welfare of 
the patrons of the estab lishment and/or the general public. The live entertainment 
certificate-holder shall comply with these conditions when the suspension period ends 
and if they are permitted to resume live entertainment. The Chief of Police·s or 
designee's decision shall be final and not appealable. 

Sec. 20-65. - Revocation of a live entertainment certificate. 
(a) The Chief of Pol ice or designee may revoke a li \'e entertainment certificate when he/she 

deems it in the interest of the public health. safety. and general welfare to do so, 
includ ing. but not limited to: (i) violations of any appl icable federal. state. or County law, 
code. ordinance, regulation, or requirement by any live entertainment certificate holder or 
any ovmer, applicant, manager. principal. or any other person materially invoh·ed in the 
establ ishment: and (ii) the number and severity of cal ls for service involving the 
establ ishment. The Chief of Pol ice or designee shal l provide wri tten notice of the 
revocation. 

(b) A live entertainment certificate-holder may appeal the revocation of their live 
entertainment certificate to the Chief of Pol ice or designee ,,·ithin 30 calendar days of 
hand-delivery of the notice or the date of mailing of the noti ce. whichever occurs first. 
The revocation shall remain in effect during the appeal process. The Chief of Police or 
designee shall hold a hearing on the appeal. At the hearing. the former holder of the 
revoked live entertainment certificate wi ll have an opportunity to provide oral testimony. 
to include witnesses. and/or other relevant documentation. 

(c) After the hearing. the Chief of Police or designee shal l issue a written decision wi thin 30 
calendar days of the hearing date. The Chief of Police or designee · s decision shall be 
final and not appealab le. 

Sec. 20-66. - Biennial review of live entertainment certificates 
(a) Each live entertairu11ent certificate shall be review·ed everv t'v\'O years. This review shall 

include. but not be limited to: (i) a review of any calls fo r service at the establishment 
and/or property: and (ii) violations of any applicable federal. state. or County law. code. 
ordinance, regulation. or requirement by any owner. applicant. manager. principal, or anv 
other person materially involved in the estab lishment. property. or live en tertainment. 

(b) At the conclusion of this review. the Chief of Police or des i!mee may: (i) impose 
reasonable conditions regarding the health. safety. and general welfare of the patrons of 
the establishment. anyone attendinu. the li ve entertai1m1ent. and/or the general public. 
including. but not limited to. the security plan: (ii) modify previously- imposed 
conditions: or (ii i) revoke the li \'e entertainment certificate. 
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(a) Any live entertainment certificate issued prior to adoption of thi s article. inc luding any 
security plan associated with the live entertainment certificate. shall remain in effect after 
the adoption of this a11icle. however. the holder of the li ve entertainment certificate shal l 
be sub ject to and comply wi th al l requirements of thi s artic le. including. but not limited 
to. the minimum securi ty and safety. immediate closure. suspension. revocation. and 
biennial review provisions. 

(b) If there is an inconsistency betvveen the I ive entertainment certificate issued prior to 
adoption of this article. inc luding any securi ty plan assoc iated with the live entertainment 
certificate. and this article. the more stringent requirement shall take precedence. 

(c) The holder of a li ve entertainment certificate issued prior to adoption of th is article shall 
not be required to applv for a new li\'e entertainment ce11ificate based onlv on the 
adoption of this a11icle. 

(d) Anyone who he ld a live entertainment certificate vvhich was issued prior to the adoption 
of this ordinance and has since been revoked shall be subject to all provisions and 
requirements of this article when they apply for a new live entertainment certificate. 

Sec. 20-68. - Violations of this article. 
(a) Violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a class 3 misdemeanor. 
(b) A second or subsequent violation of this article. regardless of whether it is the same 

provision. shall constitute a class 2 misdemeanor. 
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MOTION: September 5, 2017 

Regular Meeting 
SECOND: Ord. No. 17-

RE: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT DP A2017-00005, LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT USES, AND AMENDMENT OF COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 20 - POLICE, TO ADD ARTICLE IV. - LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT CERTIFICATE- COUNTYWIDE 

ACTION: 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Sections 15.2-2285 and 15.2-2286 of the Code 
of Virginia, Ann., the Board of County Supervisors may amend the Zoning Ordinance 
whenever it determines that public necessity, health, safety, convenience, general welfare, and 
good zoning practice necessitate such change; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Code of Virginia, Ann., including, but not 
limited to, Section 15.2-1427, the Board of County Supervisors may amend Chapter 20 of the 
County Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently permits live entertainment only 
when a live entertainment certificate is approved by the Zoning Administrator; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently does not provide the Police 
Department with the necessary enforcement authority to immediately address public safety 
issues related to live entertainment at the time they occur, nor allow for suspension or 
revocation of a live entertainment certificate in the event an owner, principal, operator, and/or 
manager violates the provisions of the County Code and/or presents a safety issue to the 
residents of Prince William County; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently does not explicitly provide for the 
exemption of certain types of live entertainment, such as piano player or guitarist playing 
ambient music, from the live entertainment certificate requirement; and 

WHEREAS, amending the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the above
referenced issues is required by public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good 
zoning practice, and is consistent with the intent of Section 15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia, 
Ann; and 

WHEREAS, on September 6, 2016, the Board of County Supervisors initiated a 
Zoning Text Amendment to amend the Zoning Ordinance and authorized a public hearing to 
consider a County Code amendment for live entertainment uses by adoption of Res. No. 16-
695; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the Zoning 
Text Amendment, after which it adopted Planning Commission Resolution No. 17-061 , 
unanimously recommending approval; and 

WHEREAS, County staff recommends approval of these amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors duly ordered, advertised, and 
held a public hearing on September 5, 2017 at which time public testimony was received and 
carefully considered, and the merits of the Zoning Text Amendment and the amendment of 
Chapter 20 of County Code were considered; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors finds that public necessity, 
convenience, health, safety, general welfare, and good zoning practice are served by the 
adoption of this Zoning Text Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Supervisors finds that the amendment of 
County Code, Chapter 20 - Police, to add Alticle IV. - Live Entertainment Certificate, secures 
and promotes the health, safety, and general welfare of the County and its citizens; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Prince William County 
Board of County Supervisors does hereby adopt Zoning Text Amendment DPA2015-20001 , 
Live Entertainment Uses, and Amendment of County Code, Chapter 20 - Police, to add Article 
IV - Live Entertainment Certificate. 

ATTACHMENT: Text Amendment 

Votes: 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Absent from Vote: 
Absent from Meeting: 

For Information: 
Planning Director 
Chief of Police 

ATTEST: 
Clerk to the Board 



ARTICLE 1.-TERMS DEFINED 

PART l 00. - DEFINITIONS 

Live entertainment shall mean entertainment provided in person including, but not limited to, 
musical performance(s}, music played by discjockey(s}, karaoke, dancing (inc luding dancing 
done solely by patron(s) and/or attendee(s}), modeling~ or comedy performance(s), that requires a 
live entertainment ce11ificate in accordance with article IV of chapter 20 of the County Code. 

ARTICLE JI. - ADMINISTRATION, PUBLIC USES AND USES OF A PUBLIC 
NATURE, GENERAL STANDARDS FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS 

PART 200. - INTRODUCTION; ADMINISTRATION; PURPOSE 

Sec. 32-210.02. - General standards. 

1. Temporary activity permits shall be issued in accordance with the following standards: 

(a) Unless otherwise stated in section 32-210.01, each activity or event shall be 
separated by a minimum of 21 consecutive days; and 

(g) Adequate sanitary faci lities shall be provided for the activity and, when 
necessary, shall be subject to approval by the health department. Documentation or 
permission statements shall be provided that state that restrooms or other sanitary 
facilities are available for the duration of the activity. 

8. Temporary activities authorized in accordance with section 32-210.01 shall be subject to 
all other applicable County permits and approvals including but not limited to schematic 
site plans, occupancy permits, hazardous use permits, itinerant vendor licenses, live 
ente11ainment certificates, sign permits and similar requirements. 

9. Additional conditions may be required, as deemed necessary by the Zoning 
Administrator, for any temporary activity. 



ARTICLE III. - AG RI CULTURAL AND RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

PART 300. -GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Sec. 32-351.04. - Secondary uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted by ri ght in the V District on ly in conjunction with, and 
secondary to, a permitted principal use, existing or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.11_; herein: 

L; Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400. 15. 

2.+ Medical or dental laboratory, ancillary to medical or dental clinic. 

3.;?; Photographic processing laboratory, anci llary to retail store. 

Sec. 32-351.05. - Special uses. 

The fo llowing uses shall be permitted in the V District with a Special Use Permit: 
1. Attached single-family dwellings on lots in excess of one acre. 

2.J-G,- Bed and breakfast, subject to the standards of section 32-300. 15 . 

.lA-:- Car wash, manned or self-service. 

4.~ Catering, commercial. 

~6:- Farmers' market. 

7. Live entertainment and dancing. 

6.8-:- Motor vehicle fuel station, retail. 

7. ±-:-Multi -family dwellings on lots in excess of one acre. 

~~Nonresidential and mixed-use buildings that do not meet one or more of the 
development standards described in section 32-351.08 below. 

9. Restaurant, drive-in , drive-up, dri ve-through or carry-out. 



ARTICLE IV. - COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

PART 400. - GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Sec. 32-400.15. - General provisions for live entertainment uses. 

Live entertainment shall not be permitted without a live entertainment certificate issued in 
accordance with article IV of chapter 20 of the County Code. No live entertainment certificate 
shall be issued without zoning approvaL however, this shall not prevent issuance of a live 
ente11ainment certificate contemporaneous with zoning approval. of zoning approval. When live 
entertainment is proposed in conjunction v«ith a restaurant, event center, or meeting hall , an 
application for a certificate of zoning approval shall be made by any property ov111er, any lessee, 
or contract purchaser with the Zoning Administrator on forms provided by the Planning Office. 
The applicant shall pay the fee established for such permits. 

2. The application for a live entertainment ceiiificate of zoning approval shall include the 
fo llowing information: 

(a) Name of owner and operator. 

(b) Street address, GPfN. 

(c) Building and site layout. 

(d) Proposed live entertainment. 

(e) Hours that the live entertainment will be provided. 

(f) Proposed floor plans and square footage of ente1iainment and/or dance floor .areas 

(g) Sound amplification of the live entertainment. 

(h) ·whether there are cover charges or other admission fees. 

(i) Size of audience or participants. 

3. Based on the information contained in the application, the Zoning Administrator shall 
determine whether the proposed live entertainment is likely to s.ignificantly affect the 
nature or character of the primary use. The Zoning Administrator shall consider the 
following factors: 

(a) Impact on the surrounding properties and uses. 

(b) The size and percentage of the floor area of the live ente1iainment, including the 
audience. 

(c) The size and percentage of the floor area of the dance floor and dancing, including 
the audience. 

(d) The degree of amp I ification of music or other live entertainment. 

(e) The duration and hours of operation. 

(f) Degree and nature of audience participation and interaction 1with the live 
entertainment. 

(g) Size of audience or participants. 

(h) Whether there is a cover charge or admission fee . 

4. If the Zoning Administrator determines that the proposed live entertainment is not I ikely 
to significantly affect the nature or character of the primary use, he shall issue a live 



entertainment certificate of zoning approval. This zoning approval shall be limited to the 
live entertainment proposed in the application. Notv~·ithstanding the issuance of a live 
entertainment certificate of zoning approval, if the Zoni ng Administrator determines that 
that the nature and character of the primary use has been significantly affected, he may 
withdraw live entertainment certificate of zoning approval, and require compliance with 
subsection 5. , belov.·. 

5. If the Zoning /\dministrator determines that the proposed live entertainment is likely to 
significantly affect the nature or character of the primary use, he shall issue a live 
entertainment certificate of zoning approval that is conditioned upon full compliance 
unless specifically modified by the Zoning Administrator or upon recommendation by 
the Prince William County Police Depai1ment ·.vith the follo 1Ning security plan: 

1. Number &fsec'bwity guards: 

A. Friday and Saturday: The owner and operator shall provide, at a minimum. four 
security guards plus a manager, to provide security for the restaurant and the live 
entertainment area during the hours of live entertainment. The guards will be 
positioned as outlined in subsection 2., below. 

B. &mdey through Thursday: The applicant shall provide, at minimum, one 
security guard plus a manager, to provide security for the restaurant and the live 
entertainment area during the hours of live entertainment. The applicant shall 
maintain a ratio of one security guard per 4 0 customers. 

C. The number of security guards may be reduced or increased if the Prince 
William County Police Department District Commander (hereinafter, "the 
Commander"), or designee determines that the safety standards so require. 

D. At no time shall be ovmer/manager allo'N the posted mmcimum occupancy limit 
(including employees and patrons) to be exceeded. 

2. PosiffrH1ing o.fsecurity guards: 

A. At all times during the hours of live entertainment, there shall be one security 
guard or manager at the establishment's entrance maintaining security and 
performing a visual and age/ identification check of each customer entering the 
restaurant. 

B. On Friday and Saturday hvo guards will be positioned at the entrance performing 
a visual and age/identification check of each customer entering the restaurant, 
and maintaining security; the additional guards wi ll be positioned to maintain 
watch over the live entertainment and bar area. The duty manager shall assist 
with visual inspection and maintain a watch over the parking lot immediately in 
front of the restaurant during the times the second front entrance guard is 
performing perimeter checks of the building and parking areas in the rear. These 
checks '.vii i be perfom1ed periodically, but not less than once an hour. 

C. From the time of "last call" until the parking lot is empty one guard will patrol 
and maintain watch of the parking area 1.vhile one guard will remain at the front 
entrance, and the remaining guards will assist in clearing the business. 

3. Additional sec.,,,·rity guards: Not»vithstanding item # I above, the number of security 
guards shall increase as necessary during any special event or if a larger than normal 
crowd is expected. The applicant 1.vill notify the commander or designee in either 
ease:-



4. Minimum age and trai."ling ofsecurily guards: Security guards shall be a minimum 
of 2 1 years of age, have received training in security measures and be certified and 
licensed by the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS). Upon 
request by the police, Fire Marshal, or property code inspectors, security guards shall 
present proof of DCJ S certification. 

5. Commimicalion among security guards: The security guards and manager shall be 
ab le to hear each other's conversations and communicate with each other while on 
duty. This wi ll enable them to be fully aware of any interaction bet1.veen the guards 
and patrons of the restaurant in order to provide assistance when needed. 

6. Searching patrons: Security guards at door shall perform a visual inspection 
age/identification check of each customer entering the business. 

7. Securil)' guard dress: Security guards shall wear the same type shirt or outer garment 
bearing "Security" in large letters printed on back of the shirts or uniforms so they 
can be easily distinguished and recognized by patrons as well as Prince William 
County Police officers call to the establishment. 

8. Alcohol sales: 

l «. Last call for alcohol sales shall be in conformance with the Virginia Department 
of Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) regulations. 

B. Intoxicated individuals: The security guards and the duty manager shall take 
every measure to prevent intoxicated individuals from entering or remaining at 
the establishment. The security guards and duty manager shall take every 
measure to ensure patrons are not intm,icated to a point of disturbing the peace 
when leaving the restaurant. 

C. Signs that discourage drinking and driving shall be posted inside the restaurant. 

D. Announcements shall be made near closing time that anyone who has been 
drinking alcoholic beverages should leave with a designated driver and or a cab 
can be called upon request. 

E. Training: Wait staff, security and managers shall attend the responsible sellers 
and servers: Virginia Program (RSVP) or equivalent offered by the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 

9. No Loitering: Signs stating "No Loitering" shall be clearly posted outside the 
restaurant. Regular announcements shall be made inside the restaurant to reinforce 
the no loitering po li cy. Security guards shall reinforce the no loitering policy and 
noise limitations in the parking lot. 

10. Age Reso·iction: After 9:00 p.m., persons under 2 1 shall not be allov«ed to enter the 
establishment unless they are accompanied by their legal guardian. Any and all 
persons under 21 that are within the building at 9:00 p.m. will be compelled to leave 
unless they are accompanied by their legal guardian. 

11 . Coordhwtion with police department: The owners/managers shall meet the 
commander to exchange ideas and trade feedback on security issues on a routine 
basis. The commander shall determine the form and frequency of these meetings. 

12. General security measures: 

A. Perimeter inspections of the rear of the building and the rear parking area wi ll 
be performed once every hour by one front entrance security guard. Any 



customers lingering in these areas 'Nill be asked to move inside the building or 
asked to leave. \Vhen inspections are being performed the duty manager will fill 
in at the front entrance to assist with ID cheek. 

B. An emergency evacuation plan will be established and practiced periodically. 

C. Telephone numbers for the Prince William County Police and Fire Departments 
will be posted at all cash register locations and employees will be made aware 
of their location. 

D. Customer behavior that could be threatening or intimidating, or that might lead 
to violence will be requ ired to be reported by employees to the restaurant 
manager and/or security immediately. 

E. Appropriate employees will be trained in how to deal with unruly patrons. 

13. Lighting: The owner/operator will review the outdoor lighting on a weekly basis to 
ensure the outdoor lights are clean, operating and provid ing the Prince William 
County Police Department's Crime Prevention Unit acceptable minimum standard of 
2.0 footeandles throughout the parking area and around the building. The interior 
lighting shall be such that it provides the illumination requirements established by 
AEG: 

PART 402. - OFFICE DISTRICTS 

Sec. 32-402.20. - O(H), Office High-Rise District; purpose and intent. 

Sec. 32-402.22. - Secondary uses. 

The fo llowing uses shall be permitted by right in the O(H) District only in conjunction with and 
secondary to a permitted principal use, ex isting or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.1 4: 

1. Adult day care facility. 

2. Barber shop, beautician studio, tanning and toning salon (one set of ton ing equipment 
only). 

3. Cafeteria/lunchroom/snack bar/automat. 

4. Chi ld care facility. 

5. Civic club. 

6. Commercial a1tist or photographer's studio . 

7. Fraternity, sorority, secondary to college, university or seminary (on campus only). 

8. Helistop. 

9. Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.15. 

10. Office equipment sales, lease and service. 



11. Photographic processing laboratory. 

12. Parking, commercial. 

13. Quick service food store (not freestand ing). 

14. Recreation facility , commercial (indoor). 

15. Recreation facility for employees. 

16. Recording studio. 

1 7. Restaurant. 

18. Restaurant, carry-out. 

19. Retail store. 

20. School of special instruction. 

2 1. Travel agency. 

22. Watchman's dwelling. 

Sec. 32-402.23. - Special uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted in the O(H) District with a Special Use Permit: 

1. Bus station, commercial. 

2. Continuing care retirement community. 

3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. 

4. Heliport, secondary only. 

5. Helipad. 

6. Live entertainment and dancing. 

6. ~ Radio or TV broadcasting station. 

7. & Railroad passenger station, secondary onl y. 

~~Taxi or limousine dispatching. 

Sec. 32-402.30. - O(M), Office Mid-Rise District; purpose and intent. 

Sec. 32-402.32. - Secondary uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted by right in the O(M) District only in conjunction with and 



secondary to a permitted principal use, existing or proposed for concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.14: 

1.-fa) Adult day care faci lity. 

2.h Art gallery (private). 

3.;&.. Barber shop, beautician studio, or tanning salon. 

4.;h Cafeteria/lunchroom/snack bar/automat. 

5.Lh Child care facility. 

6.~ Commercial artist or photographer's studio. 

7.6-: Fraternity, sorority, secondary to college, university or seminary (on campus only). 

8.+.- Helistop. 

9.& Hotel. 

~9'- Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.15. 

11..f..Q..; Office equipment sales, lease and service. 

12-l-h Optical and eye care facility. 

13.+;&.. Quick service food store (not freestanding). 

113-J-:- Recreation facility, commercial (indoor). 

l~.J-4:- Recreation facility for employees. 

12.J-~ Restaurant. 

l.L.+6-: Restaurant, carry-out. 

l~.J+. Retail store. 

12.,_i-&,. School of special instruction. 

20.~ Recording studio. 

21.2-0,. Travel agency. 

22.ft Watchman's dwelling. 

Sec. 32-402.33. - Special uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted in the O(M) District with a Special Use Permit: 

1. Bus station, commercial. 

2. Continuing care retirement community. 



3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. 

4. Heliport, secondary only. 

5. Helipad. 

6. Hospital. 

7. Live entertainment and dancing, secondary only. 

1. ~ Parking, commercial. 

~~Taxi or limousine dispatching. 

9. -14 Veterinary hospital. 

Sec. 32-402.40 - O(F), Office/Flex District; purpose and intent 

Sec. 32-402.42. - Secondary uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted by right in the O(F) District only in conj unction with and 
secondary to a permitted principal use, existing or proposed fo r concurrent construction in 
accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.14: 

1. Adult day-care facility. 

2. Barber shop, beautician studio, taiming and toning salons (one set of toning equipment 
only). 

3. Cafeteria/I unchroom/snack bar/auto mat. 

4. Catalog sales, contractors, tradesman or industrial equipment (without showroom). 

5. Catering (commercial, on- or off-premises). 

6. Child-care faci lity. 

7. Commercial artist or photographer's studio. 

8. Fraternity or sorority, secondary to college, university or seminai·y (on campus only). 

9. Helistop. 

10. Live entertainment in accordance with the provisions of section 32-400.15. 

11 . Locksmith. 

12. Medical care facility, specialized (secondary to hospital only) . 

13. Mortuary, funeral or wedding chapel. 

14. Motor vehicle parts. 

15. Nursing or convalescent care faci lity (secondary to hospital only). 

16. Office equipment sales, lease and service. 

17. Private schools. 

18. Recreation faci lity, commercia l (indoor). 



19. Recreation facility for employees. 

20. Religious institutions, with related facilities, excluding cemeteries . 

2 1. Restaurant. 

22. Restaurant, carry-out. 

23 . Retail store . 

24. School of special instruction. 

25. Tool/equipment rental (minor) . 

26. Travel agency. 

27. Warehousing (non-HAZMA T). 

28. Watclm1an's dwelling. 

29. Wholesaling. 

Sec. 32-402.43. - Special uses. 

The fo llowing uses shall be permitted in the O(F) District with a Special Use Permit: 

1. Bus station, commercial. 

2. Crematory, secondary to hospital only. 

3. Data Center outside the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. 

4. Electronic equipment and component manufacturing, assembly, processing and 
distribution. 

5. Heliport. 

6. Hospital. 

7. Janitorial service. 

8. Live entertainment and dancing, secondary only. 



CHAPTER20 
ARTICLE IV. - LIVE ENTERTAINMENT CERTIFICATE 

Sec. 20-60. - General provisions for live entertainment certificates. 
(a) Findings, purpose, interpretation, and severability. Live entertai1m1ent provides a benefit 

to County citizens and businesses, however, it can also significantly impact the publ ic 
health, safety, and general welfare of the conmrnnity. The purpose of this article is to 
establish reasonable regulations for live entertainment to ensure and protect the character 
of the various neighborhoods; the creation of a convenient, attractive, and harmonious 
community; and to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare, while providing 
entertainment oppo1tunities for County citizens and encouraging economic development. 
This article strikes an appropriate balance that preserves ample cham1els of 
communication while still reducing and mitigating the extent of the potential impacts 
caused by live entertainment. This article shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with 
the United States and Virginia Constitutions, and applicable federal and State laws. If 
any provision of this article is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such finding shall not affect the validity of other provisions of this article which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision. 

(b) Live entertainment shall not be permitted on private property without a live entertaim11ent 
certificate issued by the Chief of Police or designee. The applicant shall pay the fee 
established for the live ente1tainment certificate at the time the application is submitted. 
No live entertainment certificate shall be issued without zoning approval, however, this 
shall not prevent issuance of a live entertainment certificate contemporaneous with 
zoning approval. A live entertainment certificate shall be required regardless of the 
frequency of I ive entertainment (ex. one-time occurrence, weekly, monthly, or yearly) or 
the total number of times that live entertainment is provided at the establishment or 
location. 

(c) When used in this article, live entertainment shall mean entertainment provided in person 
including, but not limited to, a musical performance(s), music played by a disc- jockey, 
karaoke, dancing (including dancing solely by a patron(s) and/or attendee(s)), modeling, 
or comedy performance(s). 

(d) The activities listed in this subsection are not subject to this article, however, if there is an 
incident involving one or more of these activities which requires a law enforcement 
response, the Chief of Police or designee may require the establishment or individual(s) 
involved to comply with this article for any of these activities in the future. Any activity 
which is not subject to this article shall remain subject to any other applicable federal , 
state, and County laws, codes, ordinances, regulations, and requirements. 
1. Ambient, incidental, and/or background music, such as a piano player(s), 

harpist(s), strolling violinist(s), guitarist(s), or mariachi band, which is provided 
for guests or patrons of an establishment at a volume and intensity which permits 
normal conversation. However, if any cover charge, admission fee(s), or other 
fee, charge, purchase, or donation is required for a guest or patron to observe or 
participate in such entertainment, it shall be subject to this article. 

2. Performances by a student or group of students at a public or private educational 
facility when the performance is part of an established educational/instructional 
curricu lum or program. 



3. Dance, theatrical. or performing arts lessons which are part of an established 
public or private educational/instructional curriculum or program. 

4. Entertainment provided for specifically-invi ted guests at a wedding, reception. 
banquet, or party (ex. a birthday or graduation party) where there is no cover 
charge(s), admission fee(s)_ or any other required fee, charge, purchase, or 
donation. 

5. Book or poetry readings. 
6. Religious services, ceremonies, and events. 
7. Theatrical performances/plays. 
8. Any federal , state, County, or County schools-sponsored acti vity. 
9. Live entertainment permitted by a special use permit or by-right as a primary use 

(examples include, but are not limited to, cultural arts center, theater, stadium, 
arena, and amphitheater). 

10. Live entertainment provided by a business or other entity which was in existence 
prior to adoption of this ordinance and provided live entertainment prior to 
adoption of thi s ordinance, and which was not reg uired by the County to have a 
live entertainment certificate. 

11. Any activity which is regulated under article III of chapter 20 of the County Code. 

Sec. 20-61. - Live entertainment application. 
(a) The application for a live entertainment certificate shall include the following 

information. 
1. The name of, and contact information for, all owners (including all principals if a 

business entity), operators, and managers of the establishment and/or prope1ty, 
and anyone materially involved in the live ente1tainment. Contact information 
shall include phone number, email, fax , and mailing address. 

2. Street address and GPIN where all live entertainment will occur. 
3. Building, property. and site layout. 
4. All proposed type(s) of live entertainment. 
5. All days of the week and hours that any live entertainment will be provided, and 

the frequency of all live entertaimnent. 
6. Detailed, proposed floor plans and the square footage of all live ente1tainment, 

including dance floor areas. 
7. Any proposed sound amplification of the live entertainment. 
8. Whether there is a cover charge, admission fee, or any other required fee, charge, 

purchase, or donation. 
9. The proposed audience size, and the number of patrons and/or attendees present, 

before, during, and after any live entertainment. 
I 0. The minimum age of any staff or patron, including whether the minimum age will 

change based on the date(s) and/or time(s) and/or if a legal guardian is present. 
I I . Emergency evacuation plan and measures. and any signage related to the 

emergency evacuation plan. 
I 2. Whether alcohol will be served prior to, during, and/or after any live 

entertainment, and copies of any ABC licenses; any proposed measures to prevent 
underage consumption of alcohol; any proposed measures to prevent intoxicated 
individuals from entering or remaining in the establishment, and if they enter how 



they will be safely and promptly removed; any measures to ensure that intoxicated 
individuals leave the establislm1ent in a safe and prompt maimer; signage related 
to authorized locations for alcohol consumption and/or discouraging drinking and 
driving; and any prior ABC training and any required future ABC training. 

(b) The Chief of Police or designee may require an applicant to submit a proposed security 
plan as part of an app lication for a live entertainment certificate. If requi red by the Chief 
of Pol ice or designee, the proposed security plan shall address and include, at a 
minimum, sufficient information on the fo llowing issues. 

(c) 

1. Security guards, including the number that will be on-duty at all times during live 
entertainment; prior training and proposed training; where security guards will be 
positioned inside and/or outside of the facil ity; how security guards will 
communicate with each other and the facility 's management; and how securi ty 
guards will be clearly identifiable to all patrons and all law enforcement officers. 

2. How the inside and outside of the facility will be monitored, including, but not 
limited to any security cameras and inspections by security guards. 
All access points, including emergency access, and how these points will be 
secured. 

4. Any proposed measures to safely, quickly, and effectively respond to potential or 
actual criminal behavior and/or physical violence. 

5. Any proposed "no loitering" signage. 
Minimum security and safety requirements. 
1. All security guards must be certified and licensed by the Virginia Department of 

Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) at all times. All security guards shall present 
proof of DCJS certification when requested to do so by a police officer, fire 
marshal, or property code inspector. 

2. The minimum number of security guards shall be one security guard for every 40 
patrons. 

3. All security guards shall wear the same or substantially similar unifom1s which are 
readily identifiable to all patrons and law enforcement officers. 

4. Security guards shall conduct a perimeter inspection(s) of the entire building and 
all related parking area(s) at least once every hour beginning at least one hour 
prior to any live ente1tainment and ending no earlier than one hour after any live 
entertainn1ent concludes, unless modified by the Chief of Police or designee. Any 
customers lingering in these areas shall be told to move inside the building or to 
leave. 

5. Identification checks shall be conducted on every customer entering the 
establi shment at least two hours prior to and during any live entertainment. 

6. There shall be an emergency evacuation plan, which has been approved by the 
county fire marshal's office. 

7. A responsible party shall be available to the Police Department by phone at all 
times, including, but not limited to, nights, weekends, and all holidays. 

Sec. 20-62. - Live entertainment application approval, denial, and appeal. 
(a) Based on the information contained in the application and any other information which the 

Chief of Police or designee deems relevant, the Chief of Police or designee may approve 
the application and issue a live entertainment certificate . The Chief of Police or designee 



may require an approved security plan as a condition of approving the application and 
issuing a live entertainment certificate. In deciding whether to approve the application and 
issue a live entertainment certificate, the Chief of Police or designee shall consider the 
public health, safety, and general welfare, including, but not limited to the following 
criteria. 
1. Whether there wi ll be a dance floor and dancing. 
2. Whether there will be amplification of the live entertainment. 
3. The duration and hours of operation of the establishment. 
4. Degree and nature of aud ience participation and interaction with the li ve 

entertainment. 
5. The size of the audience, and the number of patrons and/or attendees, present 

before, during, and after any live entertainment. 
6. Whether there is a cover charge, admission fee, or any other required fee. charge, 

purchase, or donation. 
7. Frequency and duration of all live entertainment. 
8. Number and/or severity of previous call s for service related to the establishment 

and/or prope1ty. 
9. Security plan. 
10. Whether the applicant, owner, principal, manager, and/or any other person who is 

materially involved in the application, the establishment, the property, and/or the 
proposed live entertainment has had a live entertainment certificate suspended 
and/or revoked in the past and if so, when it was suspended and/or revoked and 
the circumstances under which it was suspended and/or revoked. 

11 . Prior violation(s) of any applicable federal, state, or County law, ordinance, code, 
regulation, or requirement. 

(b) The Chief of Police or designee may impose reasonable conditions as part of his/her 
approval and issuance of a live entertainment certificate regarding the health, safety, and 
welfare of the patrons of the establislunent, anyone attending the live entertainment, 
and/or the general publ ic, including, but not limited to, the security plan. 

(c) If the Chief of Police or designee denies an application for a live entertainment 
certificate, he/shall notify the applicant in writing of the decision. The applicant may 
appeal the decision to the Chief of Police or designee within 30 calendar days of hand
del ivery of the notice or the date of mailing of the notice, whichever occurs first. The 
Chief of Police or designee shall hold a hearing on the appeal. At the hearing, the 
appl icant will have an opportunity to provide oral testimony, to include witnesses, and/or 
other relevant documentation. After the hearing, the Chief of Police or designee shall 
issue a written decision within 30 calendar days of the hearing date. The Chief of Police 
or designee's decision shall be final and not appealable. 

(d) Any live entertainment certificate holder shall immediately notify the Chief of Police or 
designee if any information in the application or certificate materially changes, including, 
but not limited, ownership, security, ABC licensure, and floor plan/layout. Failure to 
comply with this requirement may result in denial of a live entertainment certificate 
application or immediate suspension of a live entertainment certificate. 

(e) All live entertainment certificate holders shall comply with, and ensure that the all live 
entertairu11ent complies with, the County's noise ord inance at all times. 



(f) All live entertainment certificate holders shall comply with, and ensure that all 
establishments and locations where live entertainment takes places comply with, the 
County's ordinances regarding the County's curfew for minors ordinance(s). See County 
Code Sec. 16-3.1 et seq. 

(g) A li ve entertainment certificate shall not be transferred, conveyed, or sold to another 
person or business/corporate entity. 

Sec. 20-63. - Immediate closure. 
(a) The Chief of Police or designee may order a live entertainment certificate holder, the 

property owner, and the establislunent at which live entertainment is planned, being, or 
was performed, to immediately close down, cease all operations, and disburse anyone on 
the premises when he/she determines that there is an immediate threat to the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the patrons, attendees, and/or the general public. 

(b) The establishment may resume operations, without live entertainment, once the Chief of 
Police or designee determines that there is no longer an immediate threat to the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the patrons, attendees, and/or the general public. The 
resumption of live entertainment shall be subject to county code sections 20-64 and 20-
65. 

Sec. 20-64. - Suspension of a live entertainment certificate. 
(a) The Chief of Police or designee may immediately suspend a live entertainment certificate 

when he/she deems it in the interest of the public health, safety, and general welfare to do 
so, including, but not limited to: (i) violations of any applicable federal. state, or County 
law, code, ordinance, regulation, or requirement by any live entertainment certificate 
holder or any owner. applicant manager, principal, or any other person materi ally 
involved in the establishment; and (ii) the number and severi ty of calls for service 
involving the establishment. The Chief of Police or designee shall provide written notice 
of the suspension. 

Cb) A live entertainment certificate may be suspended for a period not to exceed 180 calendar 
days. During the suspension period, the live entertairunent certificate holder shall meet 
with the Chief of Police or designee, unless an appeal of the suspension is fil ed prior to 
the meeting. 

(c) As part of any suspension of a live entertainment ce1t ificate, the Chief of Police or 
designee may impose reasonable conditions (initial conditions or in addition to 
previously imposed conditions) on a live entertainment certificate which is suspended 
regarding the health, safety, and welfare of the patrons of the establishment, anyone 
attending the live entertainment, and/or the general public. The live entertainment 
certificate-holder shall comply with these conditions when the suspension period ends 
and if they are permitted to resume live entertainment. 

(d) A live entertainment certificate-holder may appeal the suspension of their live 
entertainment certificate to the Chief of Police or designee within 30 calendar days of 
hand-delivery of the notice or the date of mailing of the notice, whichever occurs first. 
The Chief of Police or designee will hold a hearing on the appeal. The holder of the 
suspended live entertainment certificate will be provided notice of the hearing date and 
time. At the hearing, the holder of the suspended live entertainment certificate will have 
an opportunity to provide oral testimony, to include witnesses, and/or other relevant 



documentation. The suspension shall remain in effect during the appeal process, unless: 
(i) the suspension peri od ends during the appeal process, or (ii) the Chief of Police or 
designee determines, in writing, that the li ve entertainment may resume. 

(e) After the hearing, the Chief of Police or designee shall issue a written decision within 30 
calendar days of the hearing date. As part of the decision, the Chief of Police or designee 
may impose reasonable condi tions (initial conditions or in addition to previously imposed 
conditions) on a live entertainment certificate regarding the health. safety, and welfare of 
the patrons of the establ ishment and/or the general public. The live entertainment 
certificate-holder shall comply with these conditions when the suspension period ends 
and if they are permitted to resume live entertaimnent. The Chief of Pol ice· s or 
designee' s decision shall be final and not appealable. 

Sec. 20-65. - Revocation of a live entertainment certificate. 
(a) The Chief of Police or designee may revoke a live entertainment certificate when he/she 

deems it in the interest of the public health, safety, and general welfare to do so, 
including, but not limited to: (i) violations of any applicable federal, state, or County law, 
code, ordinance, regulation, or requirement by any live entertai1U11ent certificate holder or 
any owner. applicant, manager, principal, or any other person materi ally involved in the 
establishment; and (ii) the number and severity of calls for service invo lving the 
establishment. The Chief of Police or designee shall provide written notice of the 
revocation. 

(b) A live entertainment certificate-holder may appeal the revocation of their live 
entertai1U11ent certificate to the Chief of Police or designee within 30 calendar days of 
hand-delivery of the notice or the date of mailing of the noti ce, whichever occurs first. 
The revocation shall remain in effect during the appeal process. The Chief of Police or 
designee shall hold a hearing on the appeal. At the hearing. the former holder of the 
revoked live entertainment certificate will have an opportunity to provide oral testimony, 
to include witnesses, and/or other relevant documentation. 

(c) After the hearing, the Chief of Police or designee shall issue a written decision within 30 
calendar days of the hearing date. The Chief of Police or designee' s decision shall be 
final and not appealable. 

Sec. 20-66. - Biennial review of live entertainment certificates 
(a) Each live ente11aim11ent certificate shall be reviewed every two years. This review shall 

include, but not be limi ted to: (i) a review of any calls for service at the establishment 
and/or property; and (ii) violations of any applicable federal, state, or County law, code, 
ordinance, regulation. or requirement by any owner, applicant, manager, pri ncipal, or any 
other person materially involved in the establishment, property, or live entertai1m1ent. 

(b) At the conclusion of th is review, the Chief of Police or designee may: (i) impose 
reasonable conditions regarding the health, safety, and general welfare of the patrons of 
the establishment, anyone attending the live entertainment, and/or the general public, 
including, but not limi ted to , the security plan; (ii) modify previously-imposed 
conditions; or (iii) revoke the live entertai1U11ent certificate. 



Sec. 20-67. - Live entertainment certificates issued prior to adoption of this ordinance. 
(a) Any live entertainment certificate issued prior to adoption of this article, including any 

security plan associated with the live entertainment certifi cate, shall remain in effect after 
the adoption of this article. however, the holder of the live entertainment certificate shall 
be subject to and comply with all requirements of this article, including, but not limited 
to, the minimum security and safety. immediate closure, suspension, revocation, and 
biennial review provisions. 

(b) If there is an inconsistency between the live entertainment certificate issued prior to 
adoption of this article, including any security plan associated with the li ve entertaim11ent 
certificate. and this article. the more stringent requirement shall take precedence. 

(c) The holder of a live entertainn1ent ce1tificate issued prior to adoption of this article shall 
not be required to apply for a new live entertainment certificate based only on the 
adoption of this article. 

(d) Anyone who held a live ente1taimnent certificate which was issued prior to the adoption 
of this ordinance and has since been revoked shall be subject to all provisions and 
requirements of thi s article when they apply for a new live entertainment certificate. 

Sec. 20-68. - Violations of this article. 
(a) Violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a class 3 misdemeanor. 
(b) A second or subsequent vio lation of thi s a1ticle, regardless of whether it is the same 

provision, shall constitute a class 2 misdemeanor. 
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• Entertainment provided in person including, but not limited 
to, musical performances, music played by disc jockeys, 
karaoke, dancing (including dancing done solely by patrons), 
modeling or comedy performances 

• Live entertainment is currently permitted: 

• By-right as part of a primary use (e.g., cultural arts center, 
theater) 

• Through a special use permit (e.g., stadium, arena, 
amphitheater) 

• By-right as a secondary use in the commercial and office 
districts, with the issuance of a Live Entertainment 
Certificate 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 121 
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• Application requirements include: 
• Operational Info (type of entertainment, time, #of participants, etc.) 

• Site plan 

• Floor plan 

• Application is reviewed by: 

• Fire Marshal 

• Police 

• Building Development 

• Transportation 

• Zoning 

• Fees for Live entertainment Permit 
• With Security Plan - $778.00 

• Without Security Plan - $534.00 

September 5, 2017 
'/ 

Countywide 131 
~ 



• The Police Department and Property Code Enforcement have 
experienced difficu lty enforcing security plan requirements 
for live entertainment uses 

• Currently, violations of live entertainment uses are a lengthy 
process: 

• Property Code Enforcement by issuing a Violation Notice 
and Correction Order (VNCO) and if not abated, 
proceeding to General District Court to request abatement 
of the violation; or 

• VNCO can be appealed to BZA 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 141 
_,. 
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• At the request of the police department, on September 6, 
2016, the Board of County Supervisors initiated a zoning text 
amendment to identify more effective enforcement 
mechanism(s) to address live entertainment violations 

• The Board of County Supervisors were also concerned that 
Live Entertainment Certificates can be onerous for some 
business owners when the certificates are required for certain 
types of entertainment (such as piano players and guitarist, 
etc.) 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 151 
~ 
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• The proposed amendment will move the issuance and 
administration of Live Entertainment Certificates out of the 
Zoning Ordinance (§32-400.15) into Article IV, Chapter 20 of 
the County Code which is administered by the Police 
Department. 

• The definition of live entertainment will be clarified in Article 
IV, Chapter 20 of the County Ordinance. 

• §32-210.02.8 of the Zoning Ordinance will be amended to 
allow for the issuance of a live entertainment certificate for 
any temporary activity permit that includes live 
entertainment. 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 161 
~-=?ll 
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• Both the Chamber of Commerce and the Development 
Ordinance Review Advisory Committee (DORAC) reviewed the 
proposed language and raised the following concerns: 

• That the proposed ZTA could impact uses that historically 
would not need a Live Entertainment Certificate (e.g. Jiffy 
Lube Live, Hylton Performing Arts Center) 

• The impact of the proposed ZTA on a single musician (e.g. 
piano player) playing ambient music. 

• DORAC suggested that additional exemptions be added to the 
general provisions for live entertainment certificates to 
reduce the burden on the business community. 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 171 
-:ii 



COUNTY OF PRINCE WILLIAM 
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 
I County Complex Court, Prince William, Virginia 22 192-920 I 
(703) 792-6600 Metro 631-1703 FAX: (703) 792-7484 

BOARD OF COUNTY SUPERVISORS 
Corey A. Stewart, Chairman 
Jeanine M. Lawson, Vice Chairman 
Ruth M. Anderson 
Maureen S. Caddigan 
Pete Candland 
John D. Jenkins 
Martin E. Nohe 

Christopher E. Martino 
County Executive 

Frank J. Principi 

August 18, 2017 

TO: Board of County Supervisors 

FROM: Rebecca Homer, AICP, CZA 
Planning Office 

BarryM.Ba~ 
ChiefofP~ 

THRU: Christopher E. Martino 
County Executive 

RE: #DPA2017-00003, Live Entertainment Uses, Zoning Text Amendment and 
Amendment of County Code, Chapter 20 - Countywide 

I. Background is as follows: 

A. Purpose of the Zoning Ordinance - Section 15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia 
states that zoning ordinances shall be for the general purpose of promoting the 
health, safety, or general welfare of the public. 

B. Current Zoning Ordinance Language - Section 32-400.15 of the Zoning 
Ordinance permits live entertainment only when a live entertainment certificate is 
approved by the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Ordinance defines live 
entertainment as "entertainment provided in person including, but not limited to, 
musical performances, music played by disc jockeys, karaoke, dancing (including 
dancing done solely by patrons), modeling or comedy performances." 

C. Current Language Impacts - The Zoning Ordinance does not provide the Police 
Department with the enforcement authority to immediately address safety and 
enforcement issues at the time they occur, nor does the current ordinance allow 
for suspension or revocation of a certificate in the event an owner, principal, 
operator, and/or manager violates the provisions of the County Code and/or 
presents a safety issue to the residents of Prince William County. Currently, 
violations of live entertainment use, like other Zoning Ordinance violations, are 
regulated (i) by issuing a Violation Notice and Correction Order (VNCO), with a 
30-day appeal period, and if not abated, proceeding to General District Court to 
request abatement of the violation, or (ii) requesting a Circuit Court injunction. 
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D. Proposed Remedy - Move the issuance and administration of live entertainment 
certificates from the Zoning Ordinance to Article IV, Chapter 20 of the County 
Code, under administration of the Police Department. Zoning approval would 
still be requ ired for li ve entertainment. 

II. Current Situation is as fo llows: 

A. Planning Commission Recommendation -At the June 21, 2017, publ ic hearing, 
the Plalll1ing Commission recommended approval of Zoning Text Amendment 
#DPA2017-00005, Live Entertainment Uses. 

B. Zoning Text Amendment Initiated - On September 6, 2016, the Board of County 
Supervisors (BOCS) initiated a zoning text amendment (ZT A) and authorized a 
public hearing to consider a County Code amendment for live entertainment uses 
to identify more effective enforcement mechanism(s) for regulating live 
entertainm ent. Members of the BOCS also expressed a concern that live 
entertaill111ent certificates could be onerous for some business owners when the 
certificates are required for certain types of entertainment (such as piano player or 
guitari st playing ambient music) and asked staff to review and streamline the 
administrati ve process for live entertainment certificates (see Attachments A and 
B for BOCS Initiating Resolution and Staff Rep01t). 

C. Development Ordinance Review Advisory Committee CDORAC) - The DORAC 
reviewed the proposed ZTA on September 9, 2016, and on Apri l 24, 2017, and 
raised the following concerns: 

1. The proposed ZT A could impact uses that historically would not need a 
live entertainment certificate (e.g., J iffy Lube Live and Hylton Performing 
A1ts Center); and 

2. The proposed ZT A may impact a single musician playing ambient music. 

DORAC suggested that additional exemptions be added to the general provisions 
for live ente1tainment certificates to reduce the burden on the business 
community. Staff made additional changes to the text in order to address 
concerns raised by DORAC. 

D. Prince Will iam Chamber of Commerce - The Prince William Chamber of 
Commerce Economic Development Committee reviewed the proposed text 
amendments on January 9, 2017, and viewed the changes as a business friendly 
approach. 

E. Plalll1ing Office and Police Depaitment Recommendation - The Plairning Office 
and Police Department recommend approval of Zoning Text Amendment 
#DP A20 17-00005, Live Ente1tainment Uses, and Amendment of County Code, 
Chapter 20 - Police, to Add Article IV. - Live Entertainment Certificate as 
provided in the attached ordinance. 
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F. Board of County Supervisors Public Hearing - A public hearing before the Board 
of County Supervisors has been properly advertised for September 5, 2017. 

III. Issues in order of importance are: 

A. Service Level/Policy Issues - Does the amendment further the purposes of the 
Zoning Ordinance? 

B. Community Input - Have members of the community raised any concerns? 

C. Legal - Are there any legal implications associated with this zoning text 
amendment? 

D. Timing - What are the timing considerations of the zoning text amendment? 

E. Fiscal Impact - Are there budget or financial impacts? 

IV. Alternatives begi1ming with the staff recommendation are as follows: 

A. Adopt Zoning Text Amendment #DPA20 17-00005, Live Entertaimnent Uses, to 
the Prince William County Zoning Ordinance, and Amendment of County Code, 
Chapter 20 - Police, to Add A1ticle IV. - Live Entertainment Certificate. 

1. Service Level/Policy Issues -

a) Transfer to Police - The proposed text amendments will move the 
issuance and administration of live ente1taimnent certificates out of 
the Zoning Ordinance into Article IV, Chapter 20 of the County 
Code, under the administration of the Pol ice Department. This 
would al low for more effective enforcement mechanisms to 
address violations pe1taining to live entertainment uses and allow 
the Chief of Police or designee to suspend or revoke live 
entertaimnent certificates under appropriate circumstances. 

b) Use Exemptions - The proposed text amendments exclude ce1tain 
activities and types of live entertaimnent from being required to 
obtain a live entertainment certificate. However, if there is an 
incident involving one or more live entertainment uses which 
requires a law enforcement response, the Chief of Police or 
designee may require the establishment or individual(s) involved to 
comply with Article IV, Chapter 20, of the County Code. 

c) Temporary Live Entertai1m1ent Certificates - The proposed text 
amendments will, if applicable, make temporary activity pem1its 
(TAPs) subject to a live entertainment ce1tificate. 

2. Community Input - The proposed text amendments were reviewed and 
di scussed by the Prince Wi lliam Chamber of Commerce Economic 
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Development Committee and DORAC. Concerns were expressed at the 
Planning Commiss ion public hearing regarding the impacts of the new 
ordinance on Certificate of Live Entertainment applications currently 
under review. County staff has incorporated comments from the DO RAC, 
Chamber of Commerce, and the community into the proposed text 
amendments. 

3. Legal - The text amendments wi ll provide the County with more effective 
enforcement mechanisms to address violations pertaining to live 
entertainment uses. This would also permit the Chief of Police or 
designee to suspend or revoke live ente1iainment certificates under 
appropriate c ircumstances. Legal issues, if any, are appropriately 
addressed by the County Attorney's Office. 

4. Timing - There is no time requirement for the Board of County 
Supervisors to take action on zoning text amendments or the proposed text 
amendment to Chapter 20 of the County Code. 

5. Fiscal Impact - There is no direct fiscal impact associated with this zoning 
text amendment. 

B. Take No Action. 

1. Service Level/Policy Issues - There would be no change to the existing 
Zoning Ordinance or the Police Ordinance (Chapter 20) regarding live 
entertainment uses. As such, the Police Department would not have the 
authority to address violations of the live ente1taim11ent ce1iificate or live 
ente11ainment ordinance, nor revoke or suspend a live entertainment 
certificate for failing to comply with Zoning Ordinance or security plan 
requirements. Additionally, there would not be express exemptions from 
the live entertainment certificate requirement for certain types of live 
ente11ainment uses. 

2. Community Input - The proposed text amendments were reviewed and 
discussed by the Prince William Chamber of Commerce Economic 
Development Committee and DORAC. Concerns were expressed at the 
Planning Cormnission public hearing regarding the impacts of the new 
ordinance on Certificate of Live Entertainment applications currently 
under review. County staff has incorporated comments from the DORAC, 
Chamber of Commerce, and the communi ty into the proposed text 
amendments. 

3. Legal - Legal issues, if any, are appropriately addressed by the County 
Attorney's Office. 

4. Timing - There is no time requirement for the Board of County 
Supervisors to take action on zoning text amendments or the proposed text 
amendment to Chapter 20 of the County Code. 
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5. Fiscal Impact - There is no direct fi scal impact associated with this zoning 
text amendment. 

V. Recommendation is that the Board of County Supervisors concurs with Alternative A 
and adopt the attached ordinance. 

Staff: David McGettigan. AICP, 703-792-7189 
Lt. Kevin P. Brown, 703-792-4585 

Attachments: 
A. 
B. 
c. 

BOCS Initiating Resolution 
BOCS Initiating Staff Report 
Planning Commission Resolution 



MOTION: PIUNCIPI 

SECOND: CANDLAND 

September 6, 2016 
Regular Meeting 
Res. No. 16-695 

RE: INITIATE A ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT AND AUTHOIUZE A 
PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A COUNTY CODE AMENDMENT 
FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT USES - COUNTYWIDE 

ACTION: APPROVED 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Sections 15.2-2285 and I 5.2-2286 of the Code 
of Virginia, Ann., lhe Board of County Supervisors may amend the Zoning Ordinance 
whenever it determines that public necessity, health, safety, convenience, general welfare and 
good zoning practice necessitate such change; and 

WHEREAS, the County staff requests a review of the County Code provisions 
for live entertainment certificates; and 

WHEREAS, County staff desires to determine whether there are more effective 
enforcement mechanisms for permitting and regulating live enterrairm1ent; and 

WHEREAS, the Prince William Board of County Supervisors finds that publi c 
necessity, health, safety, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practices are served by 
the initiation of these amendments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince Will iam Board of 
County Supervisors does hereby initiate a Zoning Text Amendment, and authorize a public 
hearing to consider a County Code amendment for live entettainment uses. 

Votes: 
Ayes: Anderson , Caddigan, Candland, Jenkins, Lawson, Nohe, Principi, Stewart 
Nays: None 
Absent from Vote: None 
Absent from Meeting: None 

For Inform ation: 
Planning Director 
County Attorney 

#DPA2017-00003, Live Ente rta inment Uses 
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COUNTY OF PRINCE WILLIAM 
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 
I County Comp lox Court. P1incc William. Virginia 22192-920 I 
(703)792-6600 Mctro631-1703 FAX: (703l79'.!-7484 

BOARD OF COUNTY SUPERVISORS 
Corey A. Stcwnrt, Chairman 
P~tc Candluml. Vice Chuinnnn 
Ruth M. Andc1son 
Maureen S. Caddigan 
John D. Jenkins 
Jeanine M. Lawson 
Munin E. Nohe 

C.:hristophcr L. Murtino 
1\ c1ing County ~xccurhc 

Frank J. Principi 

August 30, 2016 

TO: Board of County Supervisors 

FROM: Christopher M. Price, /\TCP /) /l A (lA_ 
Director of Planning /A I "' ' 

TllRU: Christopher E. Manino 
Acting County Executive 

RE: Initiate a Zoning Text i\mendmc11t and Authorize n Public Hearing to Consider a 
County Code Amendment for Live Entcrtairunent Uses - Countywide 

(. Racl,ground is as fo llows: 

A. Pumose of the Zoning Ordinance - Section 15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia states 
that 7oning ordinances shall be for the general purpose of promoting the health. 
safety, or general welfare of the public. 

13. Zoning Ordinance - Section 32-400. 15 of the Zoning Ordinance pcm1its live 
entertnirnnent uses 011ly when a live entertainment cc11ifieatc is approved by the 
Zoning Administrator. The Ordinance defines live entertainment as "entertainment 
provided in pcr.;on including, but not limited lo. musical performances, music played 
by disc jockeys, karaoke, dancing (including dancing <lone solely by patrons), 
modeli11g or comedy performances." 

C. Police Department Rcguest - The Police Department has requested a review of the 
current approval process tn provide for a more effective mechanism to approve and 
regulate the live ente1iainment uses in Prince William County. 

II. Current Situation is as fol lows: 

A. Enforcement - The Police Department nnd Property Code Enforcement have 
experienced difficulty enforcing security plan requirements for live entertainment 
uses. The Zoning Ord inance docs not provide County staff with the most effective 
means of regulating live entcrtuinment. including the security plan, and addressing 
violations. Currently. violations of live cmertninmcnt uses, like other Zoning 

#DPA2017-00003, Live Ente11ainment Uses 
Page D-1 
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Ordinance viol:itions, are regulated (i) by issuance ufil V1ol:nio11 Not ice and 
Con-cclion 01<lc1 (VNCO) and if not abated, pruceedmg to General District Cou11 to 
request ubatcmcnt of the violat ion. or (ii) requesting a Circuit Court inj unction. 
County staff would like to explore whether there is arc more effecti ve mechanisms to 
approve and regulate live ente1tmnment uses. 

B. Proposed Amendment - The 70ning text amendment ;in<l/cir County Code 
amendment would identify more effective enforcement mcchanism(s) to address 
violations pertaining to live entertainment uses and potentially permit the Zoning 
Administrator or Chief of Police to suspend or revoke Ii\ c ente1ta1nmenl certificate~ 
under certnin circumstances. 

C. 13onr<l Action Rcqm:stc<l -Thc Board of County Supervisors is requested to initiate iJ 

zoning tex1 amendment, and :.iuthorizc a public hcanng to consider changes 10 
Counly Code, for live entertainment use~. 

ff!. •~sues in order of impor1:ince are: 

A. Policy- Will the amendment furlhcr the purposes of the Zoning Or<lmuncc un<l 
address public safety concerns? 

13. Legal - Arc there any legal implications nssoc1ated wi lh i11itia1111g this 1on111g te.\t 
and County Code amendment? 

C. Fiscal Impacts- Arc there any fiscal impncts nssociatecl with the initiat ion of this 
zoning text and County Code amendment? 

D. Timing- Whal arc the timing considerations for the ini tiation of this 1..oning le.xi 
nmendment? 

JV. Alternatives arc us fo llows: 

A. Initiate n zoning text nmendmen1 nnd authorize a public hearing 10 consider a County 
Code umendmcnl for Live Entertainment uses. 

I . Policy - Effccti,·c enforcement mcchanism(s) will help lo ensure that hve 
entertainment uses :ire consistenl w1Lh the henlth , safety, and general welfare 
of the public. 

2. Leeal - The Bonrd of County Supc-rv1sors has the authority to ini1ia1e this 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and au1horizc a public heating for 
changes to thL: County Code. Legnl issues are appropriately addressed hy the 
C'ou111y Attornc)"s Office. 

#DPA201 7-00003, Live Entertainment Uses 
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J. Fiscal lmpncls - There is no direct fi scal impael rclaled to the ini1ia1ion of 
this zoning text umendment and authorization for a public hearing to consider 
County Code amcndmcnl, but staff time and resources will be neccssary to 
research, analyze and conduct public hea1ings for !he Planning Commission 
and !he Board or County Supervisors. 

4 Timing - The Boord of County Supervisors c11n 111itia1e amendmenis to the 
Zoning Ordinance al any lime. Hc11ve' er, the Police Deportment and Propcny 
Code Enfo1cemcnt wot1lcl like the amendment to be cnmplcted ns soon as 
possible because of public safety issues wi th some existing live ente11ainment 
uses. 

B. Take No Action 

I . Policy There would be no change to the existing Zoning Ordinance and 
County Code. There would be no provisions in the Zoning Ordinance that 
authori:tc Prince William County staff 10 effectively regulate a live 
entertainment certi ficatc 

2. Legal The Board of County Supervisors is no! legally obligated to initiate 
this zoning lcxf amendment or authorize the public hearing. The Board of 
County Supervisors ca1tnot hold a public hearing and conside1 the zoning 
text amendment unti l aHcr it iniliatcs the zoniug text amendment. 

3. Fiscal Impacts - There are no fiscal impacts should the Board of County 
Supervisors take no action on Lhe request to initiate this amendment :mdfur 
authori7e lhe public hearing . 

..+. Timing-There 1s no time requirement for the Board of County Supervisors 
to not take action 

V. Rccommcndntion is thnt the Board ofCounly Supervisors concur with Ahemative /\ :md 
approve the attached Resolution. 

Staff: fosmin Kim, 703- 792-8132 
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PLAl\NING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

MOTTON: TAYLOR June21, 2017 
Re.gulnr Meeting 
Res. No. 17-061 SECOND: MILNE 

RE: 

ACTION: 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT DPA2017-00005, LIVE 
ENTERT AlNMENT- COUNTYWIDE 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Seclions 15.2-2285 and 15.2-2286 of the Code 
of Virginia, Ann., the Board of County Supervisors may amend the Zoning Ordinance 
whenever it determines that public necessi ty. health, safety, convenience, general welfare, and 
good zoning practice necessitate such change; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance cu1Tently pennits live entertainment only 
when a live enterlairunent certificate is approved by the Zoning Administrator; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance currently does not allow the Police 
Department the ability to inunediately address safety and enforcement issues at the time they 
occur, nor allow for suspension or revocation of a live entertainment ce1iificate in the event an 
owner violates the provisions of the code and/or presents a safety issue to the residents of 
Prince William County; and 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance cunenlly does not exrlicitly provide for 
exemptions of certain types of live entertainment such as piano player or guitarist playing 
ambient music; and 

WHEREAS, amending Lhe Zoning Ordinance and the County Code pertaining 
to 1he above-referenced issues is required by publ ic necessity, convenience, general welfare and 
good zoning praclice, and is l:onsistent with the intent of Title 15.2-2283 of the Code of 
Viigin ia, Ann ; and 

WHEREAS, on September 6, 2017, the Board of County Supervisors initiated a 
zoning text amendment to amend the Prince William County Zoning Ordinance and authorize a 
public hearing to consider a county code amendment, for live entertainment uses through Res. 
No. 16-695 and 

WHEREAS, the Prince Wil liam County Planning Commission duly ordered, 
adve1tised, and held a public hearing on June 2 1, 2017 at which time public testimony was 
received and the merits of the above-reference zoning text amendment and county code 
amendment were considered; and 

WHEREAS, the Prince Will iam County Plaiming Commission believes that 
public general welfare, as well as, good zoning practices are served by the adoption of this 
zoning text amendment and county code amendment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, HE IT RESOLVED, that the Prince William County 
Planning Commission does hereby recommend adoption of Zoning Text Amendment 
DPA2015-2000 J, Temporary Activity Permits. 

#DPA2017-00003, Live Entertainment Uses 
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June 21, 2017 
Regular Meeting 
Res. No. 17-061 
Page Two 

Votes: 
Ayes: Berry, Bryant, Fry, McKay, Milne, Taylor, Vanegas 
Nays: None 
Absent from Vote: None 
Absent from Meeting: Holley 

MOTION CARRIED 

# DPA20 17-00003, Live Enterta inment Uses 
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Zoning Text and Amendment of County Code 
#DPA2017-00005, Live Entertainment Uses 

(Countywide} 

September 5, 2017 
David J. McGettigan, Sr., AICP 
Long Range Planning Manager 

Planning Office 

' 

Live Entertainment Use ~ ,, 

• Entertainment provided in person including, but not limited 
to, musical performances, music played by disc jockeys, 
karaoke, dancing (including dancing done solely by patrons), 
modeling or comedy performances 

• Live entertainment is currently permitted: 

• By-right as part of a primary use (e.g., cultural arts center, 
theater) 

• Through a special use permit (e.g., stadium, arena, 
amphitheater) 

• By-right as a secondary use in the commercia l and office 
districts, with the issuance of a Live Entertainment 
Certificate 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 121 
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Live Entertainment Certificate ""' ,. .. .... 

• Application requirements include: 
• Operational Info (type of entertainment, time, #of participants, etc.) 

• Site plan 

• Floor plan 

• Application is reviewed by: 
• Fire Marshal 

• Police 

• Building Development 

• Transportation 

• Zoning 

• Fees for Live entertainment Permit 
• Wit h Security Plan - $778.00 

• Without Security Plan - $534.00 

September 5, 2017 Countywlde 131 

•, 

Enforcement _ ~ . .... 

• The Pol ice Department and Property Code Enforcement have 
experienced difficulty enforcing security plan requirements 
for live entertainment uses 

• Currently, violations of live entertainment uses are a lengthy 
process: 

• Property Code Enforcement by issuing a Violation Notice 
and Correction Order (VNCO) and if not abated, 
proceeding to General District Court to request abatement 
of the violation; or 

• VNCO can be appealed to BZA 

September 5, 2017 Countywlde 141 

2/7/2017 
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Board Initiation ~~ 
.J 

• At the request of the police department, on September 6, 
2016, th e Board of County Supervisors initiated a zoning text 
amendment to identify more effective enforcement 
mechanism (s) to address live entertainment violations 

• The Board of County Supervisors were also concerned that 
Live Entertainment Certificates can be onerous for some 
business owners when the certificates are required for certain 
types of entertainment (such as piano players and guitarist, 
etc.) 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 151 

Proposed Zoning Text Amendments ~ 
• ..._.ti: 

• The proposed amendment w ill move the issuance and 
administration of Live Entertainment Certificates out of the 
Zoning Ordinance (§32-400.15) into Article IV, Chapter 20 of 
the County Code which is administered by the Police 
Department. 

• The definition of live entertainment wi ll be clarified in Article 
IV, Chapter 20 of the County Ordinance. 

• §32-210.02.8 of the Zoning Ordinance will be amended to 
allow for the issuance of a live entertainment certificate for 
any temporary activity permit that includes live 
entertainment. 

September 5, 2017 Countyw1de 161 
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Outreach . ~ 
' .J 

• Both the Chamber of Commerce and the Development 
Ordinance Review Advisory Committee (DORAC} reviewed the 
proposed language and raised the fo llowing concerns: 

• That the proposed ZTA could impact uses that historical ly 
would not need a Live Entertainment Certificate (e.g. Jiffy 
Lube Live, Hylton Performing Arts Center) 

• The impact of t he proposed ZTA on a single musician (e.g. 
piano player) playing ambient music. 

• DORAC suggested that additional exemptions be added to the 
general provisions for live entertainment certificates to 
reduce the burden on the business community. 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 

Amendment of County Code 
#DPA2017-00005 

Live Entertainment (Countywide) 

September 5, 2017 
Lt. Kevin Brown 

Eastern District Deputy Commander 
Police Department 

2/7/2017 
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Issue ~ 
> 

• In the last several years, the PD has investigated 
numerous significant incidents at establishments 
providing live entertainment which have greatly 
impacted community safety and police resources. 

• Establishments providing live entertainment can 
draw large crowds presenting safety challenges for 
employees, security personnel, the community and 
the PD. 

• The PD needs to have the authority to regulate live 
entertainment when there is a demonstrated impact 
to community safety. 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 

-

J 91 

Current Regulations . ~ 
. t 

• No PD authority to enforce violations of Certificates 
of Live Entertainment (CLE). 

• No authority to suspend/revoke a CLE once issued. 

• No current review process for CLE's once issued. 

•No authority for the PD to issue an emergency 
closure of an establishment. 

• Broad definition of live enterta inment(e.g. no clearly 
defined exceptions). 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 110 

2/7/2017 
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Proposed Regulations .~ 

. ._l 

•Sec. 20-60 - Police authority to enforce violations 
(e.g. criminal in nature} 

•Sec. 20-63 - Police authority to immediately close 
establishments 

•Sec. 20-64 - Police authority to suspend CLE 

•Sec. 20-65 - Police authority to revoke CLE 

•Sec. 20-66 - CLE reviewed every two years 

• Narrower definition (e.g. several exceptions} 

September 5, 2017 Countywide 

-

111 1 

Conclusion .-,, 

• Proposed amendments will assist in preventing 
serious incidents, gaining compliance and increasing 
business/community safety. 

• Proposed amendments will not affect the current 
CLE application process. 

• Proposed amendments will grandfather existing 
CLE's. 

• Proposed text transfers regulatory authority from 
the zoning ordinance to County Code, providing the 
PD criminal enforcement ability. 
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RECOMMENDATION ~ 

• Staff Recommendation: Adopt Zoning Text 
Amendment #DPA2017-00005, Live Entertainment 
Uses, and Amendment of County Code, Chapter 20 
- Police, to Add Article IV. - Live Entertainment 
Certificate. 
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