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(Countywide) 

 
Planning Commission Public Hearing Date:  March 5, 2014 

Staff Recommendation:  Adoption 
 
I. Background is as follows: 

 
A. Purpose of the Zoning Ordinance – Section 15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia 

states that zoning ordinances shall be for the general purpose of promoting the 
health, safety, or general welfare of the public. 
 

B. Purpose of Amendment – The Board of County Supervisors has enacted Chapter 
32 of the Prince William Code, Zoning, and the Governor and General Assembly 
have enacted Chapters 178, 213, 603, and 611 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly 
prompting appropriate amendment of the Zoning Ordinance to incorporate the 
recent changes in State law.  

 
C. Proposed Remedy – The proposed remedy is to reflect the recent changes in State 

law to the Prince William County Zoning Ordinance.  
 

II. Current Situation is as follows: 
 

A. Zoning Text Amendment Initiated – On May 21, 2013, the Board of County 
Supervisors initiated a zoning text amendment to address the requirements of 
Chapters 178, 213, 603, and 611 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly.  See Attachment 
B – BOCS Initiating Resolution.  
 
1. Sec. 32-300.17.  General Provisions for Cemeteries – This amendment 

will revise language in the Zoning Ordinance to comply with the new State 
definitions for cemeteries. 
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2. Sec. 32-601.34.  Nonconforming Signs – This amendment would allow for 
the relocation of a non-conforming billboard to be relocated under certain 
circumstances. 
 

3. Sec. 32-210.16.  Temporary Family Health Care Structures – This 
amendment would revise the temporary health care structures section to 
allow for a married couple to reside in the structure under certain 
conditions. 
 

4. Sec. 32-700.60.  Notice Requirements for Map Amendments and Special 
Use Permits – This amendment would bring the notification requirements 
regarding military installations into compliance with State code.  It would 
also amend the section to allow the Board of Zoning Appeals to extend a 
case with a tie vote, at the request of the person filing the appeal.  

 
B. Zoning and Development Review Advisory Committee – The committee 

reviewed the proposed text amendment on February 14, 2014 and recommended 
approval.   

 
C. Planning Office Recommendation – The Planning Office recommends approval of 

Zoning Text Amendment #PLN2013-00340, Mandated Zoning Changes, as 
proposed in Attachment A. 

 
D. Planning Commission Public Hearing – A public hearing before the Planning 

Commission has been advertised for March 5, 2014.    
 

III. Issues in order of importance are: 
 

A. Policy – Does the amendment further the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance?  
 
B. Community Input – Have members of the community raised any issues? 

 
C. Legal – Are there any legal implications associated with this zoning text 

amendment? 
 

D. Timing – What are the timing considerations of the zoning text amendment? 
 
IV. Alternatives beginning with the staff recommendation are as follows: 
 

A. Recommend Adoption of Zoning Text Amendment #PLN2013-00340, Mandated 
Zoning Changes, to the Prince William County Zoning Ordinance.   

 
1.  Policy – The proposed text will bring the standards of the Zoning 

Ordinance into compliance with the Code of Virginia. 
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2. Community Input – The Planning Office has not received any comments 
from the community as of the date of this staff report.  

 
3. Legal – The adoption of the zoning text amendment will incorporate the 

proposed restrictions and requirements into the Zoning Ordinance, which 
is enforceable by the County. Legal issues resulting from Planning 
Commission action would be appropriately addressed by the County 
Attorney’s Office. 

 
4.  Timing – The Planning Commission has until June 3, 2014, 90 days from 

the first public hearing, to take action on this proposal.  A recommendation 
to adopt the zoning text amendment would meet the 90-day requirement. 

 
B. Do Not Recommend Adoption of Zoning Text Amendment #PLN2013-00340, 

Mandated Zoning Changes, to the Prince William County Zoning Ordinance.   
 

1. Policy – If the Planning Commission recommends to the Board of County 
Supervisors that the subject amendments be denied, the County Zoning 
Ordinance will be inconsistent with the Code of Virginia.  This will result 
in a conflict between State law and the County’s Zoning Ordinance. 
 

2. Community Input – The Planning Office has not received any comments 
from the community as of the date of this staff report.  

 
3. Legal – A conflict between State law and the County’s Zoning Ordinance 

could expose the County to legal challenge.  Legal issues resulting from 
Planning Commission action would be appropriately addressed by the 
County Attorney’s Office. 

 
4. Timing – The Planning Commission has until June 3, 2014, 90 days from 

the first public hearing, to take action on this proposal. A recommendation 
to not adopt the zoning text amendment would meet the 90-day 
requirement. 

 
V. Recommendation is that the Planning Commission concur with Alternative A and 

recommend adoption of Zoning Text Amendment #PLN2013-00340, Mandated Zoning 
Changes. 

 
Staff: Brian Wilson, 703-792-7359 
 
Attachments:  
 

A. Proposed Text Amendment  
 B. BOCS Initiating Resolution 

 



Attachment A – Proposed Text Amendment 
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