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25 June 1986
TO: DICK MURPHY

FROM: nonwnsouwv) p\amcdce_u(n;af"
SUBJECT: 0 dax
U ~ BACON RACE (THE NAME) wy date ﬁ{&tm Mﬁ?«.

Attached is what I have been able to find (with Katherine Conner's help)
regarding the history of Bacon Race Church. The name is still a mystery.

I found Samuel Jackson's deed to the Baptist Society, 12 May 1798 (Deed Book .
Z, page 295) in which he conveyed three acres. The measurements of the boundaries
are given, but they include such landmarks as "south side of the road by the
meeting house," and "the road to Occoquan Mills." From this deed it appears

a church was on or near the site before this date. Jack Ratcliffe (the late

local historian) estimated the church at 1797 on his map. Frances Jones' study
of local tax records showed the property had been used for a church since 1794,
although she judges the present building dates (on architectural clues) to

ca. 1880, She says the source of the name Bacon Race is "unknown."

The earliest document I have found that gives the church its present name is
John Wood's 1820 map of Prince William County, which calls it Bacon Race

Meeting House. As you can see from the attached reports and newsstories, there
are a lot of discrepancies in the history of the church. Ren Conner says the
present church was built in the early 19th century; Jack Ratcliffe says the

first church was built about 1845. The article by Betty Calvin says the original
church was built in 1782, which is probably too early for this congregation
although there was a Baptist Society in the Occoquan area as early as 1776.

No one has done a thorough job of sifting all the evidence, including Baptist
records at other locations.

I checked several indexes to tax lists and census records, but could find

no one living in Prince William County during the late 1700s or early 1800s
named Bacon. I conclude that it was probably not named after a family of
that surname. My guess is that the name is of some colloquial origin., It
might commemorate some event that took place nearby in early days. What
could it be? The Oxford English Dictionary says that bacon generally means
the back and sides of the pig, cured by salting, drying, ete. It formerly
also meant the fresh flesh now called pork. Sometimes it meant simply the
carcase of a pig, or rarely, a live pig. "Bacon" idiomatically also meant

a rustic, a clown (a bacon-eater). Race also has several meanings including
a contest of speed (running or on horseback), and a channel or bed of a stream,
especially an artificial channel leading to a mill. I notice on the 1820 map
Peak's Mill (from a man surnamed Peak) nearby, lying on a stream now called
Crooked Run, as well as as early as 1798 juding from a deed I saw, Whether
it has any connection with "Bacon Race" I cannot tell. You can make up your
own story about its origin.

Although Nathaniel Bacon (1676) visited various parts of Virginia, he is not
known to have been in this area, so it is doubtful that he could be the source.
Also, the part of Prince William in which the church is located was not opened
to settlement until an Indian treaty was signed in 1722, My best guess at the
moment: There may have been a race track near the church (common in colonial
days). Could the usual prize have been a bacon?
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Signi on peeling door attempts to keep people out
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‘He's promised to return
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to old Bacon Race Church

s 3

~ ByEILEENMEAD on the door is peeling and a “No It is said that because of his_
Y . espassing” sign attempts to  request that no other pastor:
Followers of Elder W.M." ao5yigitorsout. : preach in the church, his own

Smoot of Bacon Race Church The graveyard is kept up by  burial services were held out-

have respected his deathbed . ¢;mijies who have loved ones  side, but not by hi i
: , y his graveside. .
wish that no one else be allowed - y,,rjaq there and bright plastic i

to preach in the church because  f,ers can be seen from the The existing church is the
he planned toreturnsomeday. : 0w well traveled Davis Ford second built on the site. The
. Smoot died in 1938 and 18 p,aq - . original Bacon Race Church was
buried in the churchyard. Now Elder Smoot was considered.  built in 1782 and is thought to be

many of those who waited forhis {4 1ve an educated man who had ~ be onegpfthree churches of the °
:}  Feturnare buried py his side, but ;| .5 printing press in m;,.,mf,’ .,‘}'- - Baptists o‘fﬂémerica constructed
-+still the church waits. Occoquan’s Mt. High area. He by Andrew Broaddus who lived
The roof now has lost IS yaq extremely strict, especially  from1770t01848. - - ., .
shingles and the light and rain  n, hig rules dealing with women *° o
* and snow fiiter throughthelarge  j, “the congregation and. his . Civil War histories refer to the
cracks to fall on the rotting - mgnthly church--pamphlets Bacon Race Church which was
family pews, built by each . hich date at least from 1911 are  used as a supply depot of Col.
family which belonged to the  filled with admonitions to his Wade Hampton’s brigade and
church. congregations. A the reserve position of Major
The clapboards of the building One of his teachings was that - S.D. Lee’s battalion during the
are now weatherbeaten . and  n religious services were to be ~ Winter of 1861-62. The original
some are coming loose. To keep  congucted at gravesides, so the church may have been burned.
out vandals the windows were  aackets were brought into the = The Smootite Church was
boarded up years ago. The paint  chyrch for services. placed in trusteeship in 1963
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It'sat 4mid the beautiful hues ~ known from preCivinard s
of autumn ~ a small, abandoned  at -Bacon sRaceq The' ]
' church surrounded by a ~Commission’is® gathering
i~cemetery filled with markers . together, the . fragmented story
- with ofd Prince William County ' of the history of the site and'
: family names. Most of ifs -  hopes to be permitted to restore 1.
::mn%o:su were boarded up; a  the prv:ser;:ls buildn;g or :t least
' sma t bold no trespassing. - erect an historica er on:
sign on its front door meg thegrounds,‘ s g e Va]ley -Bacon [ Racé:,was § Smoot, an educated nan whe f"
“outsiders to stay out. . .= ' The ongmal’“' con. Race . prominent in.the Battles of .. lived with hxsfamﬂymtlwu,
..:This was the scene that' Church wasbuiltin 1732 and is :;Manassas as a supply depot of - Higharea of Occoquan. .
greeted several of the members _thought.to be one, of three ;' Col. Wade Hampton’s brigade © - The Smootites, .who™ ¢
of the County Historical . churches .of . the' Bap tlStS of . -'and the reserve position of ' variously called Independentoord’ hildren
:C’ommlss“)n recenﬂy when Amerlc. ,MaJOt S.D.- 1“’3 b‘mhon Old School Baptlst. hﬂd..tW% ‘ ‘ﬁ
, R ‘ o oas . other: .churches, the B&ulahz £ aany
’ , i Church in Occoquart - and a: p}:e
¢~ ;._,{ churcthuantloo These have', obngmgatxc

i “ sincé been  destroyed.  The : i:humh s th

" Historical Commission fears;

ongmal buildingat Bacon R ¢

: A ,,as > it may have been burned. The X

ak Grove, civil war histoties _present church became known’ hsi‘ Q;m
refer also to a nearby site which . asthe Smootite Chutchbeca: dirh)

t that time was called Maple & j
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during the winter of 1861 6§
.+, Descendants "of recent
- members of the church are ndt -

: that the last remammg one, at
Bacon Race. will meet the same
fate uniess .. can bé restoted

h¢ soon. Historians feel ijt is

; ongmalbulldmgat BaconRacg; /. important to the history

it'may have been burned. Th ¢

* last of the Smootntg churches

=t Although not many facts’
he Smootites, - .wht?)%! wer

variously called Independent
Ol School Baptist, had" two!
other: churches, the - Beulk
Church’ in Occoquan and “st.
- church in Quantico, Theselmvie; congregation; He called the
_sincé been destroyed, The';,church the  Anti-Means Old
Historical  Commission fearsil. School Presdestinarian or Bible .

children: of his parishioners
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_avaxlable about Elder Smoot;

recall that. he was very strict,” .~
especially in hig rules dealing -
‘with the women in the:
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Baptist Church and his monthly. i

pamphlets which date at least

from 1911, are filled with -
~admonitions to his
congregation. One of the

teachings still recalled is that no

‘religious services were to be_‘

.:f,_by preserved., Among _the _conducted at gravesxdes
it wagdirected by the Rev. WM .. ;mfacts still rema(lim are thle‘;., it : :
Smoot, an educated man whd d O . armly pews, made. by each . * -
lived with his family in family in the congregation; ¢ H:s pamphlets were prmted ;

'Smoot lived from 1848 0

the, churchyard. One of the

*1938; his wife died several years
prevnously They are buried in -

Vb B lun, &, oty
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stones about Smoot relates
that, on his deathbed, he asked
that no one else be allowed to

preach in the church because he ..
, Elanned to return someday.,, . The Historical . Commission .
. hopes to work with these men

ven his own funeral services .
had to be preached in the yard— -

~_ the story goes on—because some
of the parishioners wouldn't” "
allow the others to hold the

“on his own press, which later‘v;funemlmsndethechurch.

was found in Occoquan. He also "
was said to have been a director -
of the old Bank of Occoquan

Many years ago - several

families contributed funds so

that the church grounds would -
- be perpetual care. As far as can ., Maxfield, her sister, Mrs:
- bedetermined, these funds have .

not be utilized. As membership

_ in the church dropped, an issue _; daughters of the late
as to who was responsible for - Pearson'ii= Mrii:
s=the church’ was raised, Circuit -

“addition to

Court Judge Paul Brown,
deceased, appointed Allen
Barbee and Arthur Carter of

Ub|ect Of Restorahon

Manassas ‘as trustees in 1963. .

in finding ways:to restore the

Jpresent building or at least erect -
ﬂl P

a.marker  commem
lustory of the site..
~Still. living in ¢t

church’s members: iFhass - Ada

Milstead  and -their. . brother.
Lawrencc Fairfax; " nd the .
nCiSMt
:Mable:

‘Richardson and Mrs&_%x Still, <

ared
ter and Barbee-:
- are someé of the survivors of the

e:m

=4



e

S g TR 3 AR AP g

o T A LB AT RN SR T 1 I T B SN ek 50 e

RT Ratetfe Thi wes Shonce Dl . C1775)

BACON RACE MEETING HOUSE, located at the intersection of Rts. 610 and 663 near Hoadly,
is the second building on the site, the original having been built about 1845 by the Baptists under An-
drew Broaddus. During the war, this site was the supply depot of Colonel Wade Hampton's brigade
and the reserve position of Major S. D. Lee’s battalion of artillery during the winter of 1861-62.

BETHEL METHODIST CHURCH, located on Rt. 640 at the intersection of Rt. 610 at Hoadly,
was built about 1850 on lands donated by Burr Glascock. It was used as a hospital during the war and
badly damaged, but it was restored. It is now in danger of being removed for a highway project.
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Sacred to the memory of Sarah Ann Trone, relict of Peter Trone,

who departed this life May 16th, 1857, in the 8gth year of her age.

“Princes, this clay must be your bed
in spite of all your towers,
the tall, the wise, the reverend head
must lie as low as ours”

On County 640, 3.5 m. from State 2

(R) o Conney 6% ig‘ )5 34 the road forks, County 640

. On County 640 (R), 2.1 m., is BETHEL CHURCH (L), a simple
building standing in a grove of oak trees. The church was built in 1850
on land donated by Burr Glasscock and his wife Emsey, who expressed
the wish that here it would be possible “to preach and expound God’s
word.” It is said that the building was erected by the hands of devoted
members of the congregation. Here again a church was used as a hospital
during the War between the States. At the end of the war it was necessary
almost completely to rebuild the structure. Once more the church was raised
as a labor of love.

Near the church stands the GLASSCOCK HOUSE. Originally
built of logs and containing only three rooms, the house has been consider-
ably enlarged, though much of the old woodwork and a few brass locks
rem:atin to tell the story of its antiquity. Prior to ownership by the Glasscock
family, the house was occupied by Pettits, Milsteads, Tansills, Fosters, and
by James and Sophia Robbins. During the War between the States this
house served as a Federal headquarters. In the burying ground are the
graves of Burr Glasscock (1812-1896), Emsey Glasscock (1816-1885),
James Henry Glasscock (1875-1893), Lou L. Glasscock (1855-1914),
Susan A. Glasscock (1847-1921), Mary E. Glasscock (1851-1921), Aquilla
Asbfarry Glasscock (1857-1927), M. 1. Glasscock (1849-1928), Isabel L.
Gulick Glasscock (1849 ), Myrtle A. Glasscock (1879-1888), James
Henry Glasscock (1873-1893), Ernest L. Glasscock (1877-1891), and
John W. Lake (1820-1903).

Near the Glasscocks was one of the several Tansill places in this
community. Martha Virginia Gregg ( 1835-1857) and Isaiah Bland (1876-
‘1893') are buried here, but in the graveyard there is not one Tansill
inscription.

From the fork of County 610 and County 640, County 610 leads (L)
to HOADLEY 2.8 m., where it crosses County 642 and continues north-
ward for about 3 miles to WOLF RUN SHOALS on the Occoquan.

Near Hoadley is the SITE OF BOWLING GREEN, locally known
as the Holland Place. Near the ruins of the house is the burying ground
containing tombstones memorializing Henry Holland (1783-1832), Mary
F. L. Holland (1809-1897), and Annie E. Lipscomb (1874-1925).

The SITE OF THE ISAAC MILSTEAD HOME is also in this neigh-
borhood. Though all trace of the house is gone, the tombstone of Isaac

Mils:jead, who “died January 26th, 1876, aged 98 years,” stands lonely
guard.
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On County 642 is the SITE OF PEAKESVILLE, where n?tting logs
indicate the location of several outbuildings but where no vestige of Ehe
original house is to be found. Though the outline of the family burying
ground is still visible, no inscriptions mark the resting places of Peakes
who once lived here. A few miles northward on the banks of the Occoquan
is the site of a grist mill, known as Priest’s Mill, which continued to operate
well into the twentieth century. The antiquity of the mill is evidenced by
a bill of sale from William Champe to John Peake dated 1735 and' men-
tioning the mill. In an indenture the tract is described as belonging to
John Peake and his wife Mary, who purchased it in 1721 from Wansford
Arrington, who is known to have received in 1716 several grants from the
proprietors of the Northern Neck.

Also on County 642 are the ruins of the LUTHER PEARSON
PLACE, standing in a tangle of vines and underbrush. In t}.w county rec-
ords appear the names of Thomas Pearson and Captain Slmfm Pearson,
who took up land in present Fairfax County in 1706 an in 1739 re-
spectively. Many of the legended stones in the old burying ground are
undecipherable, but inscriptions to the following people can be read:
John Pearson (1811-188g), Rachel Carter Pearson (1817-1888), Luther
Edward Pearson (1846-1907), Martha Pearson Grough (184.2-1862),
Mary F. Steele (1859-1935), William Steele (1850-1904), Wilmer N’;
Steele (1880-1904), Virginia B. Steele (1889-1899), and “J. P. 1817.

A short distance north of Hoadley on County 610 near Bacon Rz'xce

( Church is the PETTIT PLACE, now in ruins. At the rear is the burying

. ground, enclosed by a wire fence and overgrown with honeysuc'kle. Among
the legible inscriptions on tombstones are those to the followmg. people:
Alexander Pettit (1846-1877), Lewis W. Pettit (1840-1920), Sidney B.
Pettit (1849-1904), Ernest Pettit (1880-1902), Mary E. Beach (1851-
1915), and R. W. Beach (1866-1913).

{ North of Bacon Race Church, near the Occoquan, is the SIMPSON

"PLACE. The story-and-a-half house is now unoccupied, though traces of -

the once beautiful garden are discernible, as are the remains of 14 fa'rm
buildings close by. Unfortunately, the oldest tombstones in the burying
ground have inscriptions that cannot be read. Those of more recen't date,
however, are inscribed to the following people: Cathenrfe A. Simpson
(1817-1872), John R. Simpson (1847-1903), John.W. Simpson (1815-
1888), Robert E. Simpson (1855-1931), Hattie V. Simpson (186.7-_1996),
Emma G. Ashford (1852-1914), Silas E. Ashford (1850-1917), W:ll.xam F.
Simpson (1844-1846), Julia F. Simpson (1855 )s 'I'hon}as J. Simpson
(1821-1898), Dorcas C. Simpson (1857-1933), and Mary Simpson.

Also near the Occoquan is the HUGH DAVIS PLACE, likewise 1.m-
occupied. The far view of the countryside, once visible from the elevation
on which the house is situated, is now obscured by thickly overgrown fields.
The interior woodwork of the rooms shows the painstaking handicraft (?f
a more leisurely day, and each hearth before the two large fireplaces is

constructed of a single stone.
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I. F. WOODYARD/Born Aug 27, 1853/Died June 4, 1907
(F:) IFW

HOSEA R./Son of/I. F. & A. E. WOODYARD/Born/Apr 19,
1883/Died/Aug 21, 1899 (F:) HR W |

PEARL V. /Daughter of/I. F. & A. E. WOODYARD/Born/
Feb 3, 1885/Died/Dec 6, 1902 (F:) PV W

(shaft) WILLIAM H. SMOOT/1809-1895/HIS WIFE/ANN
SMOOT/1811-1886/THEIR DAUGHTER/MARIA L. SMOOT/1850-1885/
SMOOT/WIIFIELD S./SMOOT/1852-1930/THEIR SON/WALTER S./
SMOOT/1901-1921/ALSCII'DA A. SMOOT/DIED 1887 (F:) A S

ALSCINDA SMOOT/DIED 1887
SARAH WINNETTE/1837-1907

DANNIE H./Son of/W. H. & HARRIET/REID/Born/May 28,
1902/Died/Feb 10, 1905 '

GEORGE T. PETTIT/Born May 22, 183%3/Died Oct 20,
1907 (F:) G T P

J. L. PETTIT/Born Aug 9, 1840/Died Jan 4, 1905/
49TH VA. REG. CO. B

In memory of/WM. T. PETTIT/Husband of/HATTIE PETTIT/
Dec 13, 1873/Mar 3, 1900 ~

MAE A. ARRINGTON/B WOV 16, 1880/D IOV 9, 1881 (F:
unmarked )

S. A. ARRINGTON/Born/Mar 4th, 1817/Died/Jan 20, 1900/
At rest (F:) S A A

REID/MARION THOMAS REID/May 16, 1874/September 2,
1888 (F:) M T R

NOTES: Cem. is reserved to Trustees of the Occoquan
Church of Anti-Means 014 School Predestinarians, or
Smootite Baptist sect. Original church was built in
early 19th Cent. on three acres donated by Samuel Jack-
son; present structure, reduced to a hull, postdates
Civil War.

Some markers lack dates and are therefore not listed
here. There may be additional unmarked burials.

Church was on circuit with Occoquan and Independent
Hill and served large rural area.




