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rewired in recent years.

‘Sunday’s visitors, including Del."
Harry Parrish and Supervisor
Tony Guiffre, seemed to agree that
the house appears to be in “pretty
good condition” for its age.

With the temperature in the 90s,
they were impressed with the cool
breeze that circulated through the
house when the front door and the
large double doors leading to the
patio were opened. Several large
shade trees near the house aided in
the cooling effect.

Many of the visitors said they
thought that the hardwood floors
on the main floor should be refi-
nished and left exposed. j

The quality woodwork through-
out the house, including the three
fireplace mantles, the window
seats, the doors and the framing,
obviously needs to be stripped of
layers and t(l:;fy'ers of peeling paint
and repainted.

The plaster appears to be in good
condition, but the old wallpaper
should be stripped and the walls
either repagered or painted, Mrs.
Kenney said.

The chimneys must be cleaned.

. ‘The kitchen, a frame addition to
‘the stone building, seems to be in
.the poorest condition, Mrs. Kenney
said,

and there have been sugges-

‘tions that the addition be torn
~ down. :

' She said a kitchen will be a ne-
.cessity in the o;;eration of the arts
‘center, and she hopes that the addi-
.tion can be refurbished and made
‘usable.

. To raise funds, the federation
‘hopes to rent the house and
' grounds out for weddings or recep-
.tions. The living room could be
‘used for recitals or meetings. The
.center will be used for receptions
for visiting artists and dignitaries
.— all uses that would require a
 modern kitchen.

' The house has one full bath and

one half-bath which are in usuable
condition.

Of immediate concern is the re-
placement of the three wooden
gorch pillars at the rear of the

uilding.

Mrs. Kenney said the executive
director will help the federation ob-
tain grants, further the fund rais-
ing efforts, have fund raising
dinners, continue Children’s
Thedtre productions, work at the
county fair, and publish the bi-
monthly calendar of events and the

. quarterly ‘‘Cultural Arts Newslet-

fepii : ‘

The manor house is located close
to the scenes of the 1st and 2nd Bat-
tles of Manassas.

The builder, Benjamin Tasker
Chinn, is said to have sustained
enormous financial losses as a re-
sult of the war. In 1870, he sold Ben
Lomond. From the early 1900s to
the 1930’s it was owned by a num-
ber of wealthy and distinquished
persons.

At the time the land was subdi-
vided in the 1960s, Ben Lomond
was owned by Robert L. Garner, a
vice-president of the World Bank,

and it was being operated as a da-

iry, cattle and horsebreeding farm.
On the land is an occupied log
and frame caretaker’s house and
three stone out-buildings that could
also be restored for a variety of
uses, Mrs. Kenney said.
- One of the stone buildings, the
overseer’s house, was threatened
with demolition to allow construc-

- tion of the driveway for a church.

To save the building, the Board of
Supervisors and the Park Authori-
ty supplied money for relocating
the building from the church prop-
erty to the manor house tract.

The old barn was torn down in
1973 after builders determined that
it was too dilapidated to restore.
Following a 1972 sanitary district
referendum, a new community
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center was constructed on the site
of the barn, with the original silo
still in place.

Sudley developer Weaver Broth-
ers donated the barn and the land
for public use, if the sanitary dis-

trict voters would pass a bond ref--

erendum and start construction of
the recreation center by Jan. 1974.
thMelrlnber?hgf the Federation said

ey hope that people in the county
will get behinseﬁle efforts to re-

store the manor house with the.

same amount of enthusiasm. ‘

For further information one may
write to Cultural Arts Federation,
P.O. Box 2144, Manassas, Va.,
22110.



