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' Ben Lomond Slave Quarters About
' To Give Way for Church Driveway
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By DAVE ROMAN
JM Staff Writer

A 19th century stone slave house is
‘aboul to be demolished to make way «
for a driveway if a site plan submitted

Ito Prince William County is approved.
According lo the proposal itted
to the county, the former slave house
located on Sudley Manor Drive across
from Ben Lomond Community Cenler
is scheduled to be demolished because
it is in the way of a entrance
to the parking lot for the soon-to-be
constructed Westover Baptisl Church.

The small stone dwelling was once

part of the Ben Lomond Estate, which

wu and may have originally served

coltage, staried in the

Jate 18th or early 19th centuries, ac-

cording to Frances ‘Jones, ar- .
chitectural historian-surveyor for the -
Northern Virginia Planning Distriet -

Commission. The house sits on the
corner of a 5-acre parcel of land ad-
jnce'nt to Ben Lomond Manor.

The Prince Willlam Cmmty Park
.\uthurily hn “strongly"’ recom-
sy, Platning Depértoator dodor
County Planuing Depart er
approving the church’s building plans
until provisions are made '‘for the
preservation of the historic slave

m«ﬁng to documents
the Journal

Society or any other that is

willing to move it or ble it
and ble it elsewhere. If no one
'takes the house, it vmlndmulilbed. ]
_ he said. Al BT

“We do not have (he money lo

church,

“It can be done,"” he sa
sitting right in the
Q-tvwa]-:.is supposed to
have to have a retalning
thing, and for another, it
gitling right in front of our

Pl announced to
William County Historical Society in
mid-January that lhe church planned

- alternative uses for the

.\ "l(weml.ldﬂndmwaytopmll
was a cha

; b
probably

tndemolhhﬂlu:mhlm

000, & tn.lmu.mbn...

20, :
_already contact M{ro[eulonal_ <3

;s mover about the
“* “1 think they're

bject. - ;

just being plg-
headed about it,"" Jones said. ' ;
“ haven’l considered m poulblc

children's elub house, nruiulmrde,

Msaeuldllwmldm:w T -

tl_: mmpluely restore the
The walls and r

roof are

acemlinu Jones, buil(ﬁ $
“They don’t want a nj
moci:t’ed with slaves,” Jones sal e

The WelwverBaplm Church would like to tear down a historic slave quarters

Lk S Ak (rear)on Sudley Manor Drive in order to construct its building. -

at it."

t the hnellnmouylomwallwmm either to the Jeft or right of the ' would cost
wanted 1o rid Itself of the building  it. We bought’ the land to build a Structure, That would alse mear that mhq?“m:;ﬁf'g‘ saving the
because of its slave connotations. church on a 30-foot retaining wall three-feet high building include:
““The fact that it was a slave house To kaep the house in its present would have to built to ent —moving the building across Sudley
has nothing to do with it,”" he said, “1 location would re the church lo erosion. Philley said the didn’t ' Manor Drive to a site beside Ben

hate to see it torn down, bul we don't build its p driveway 20 feet want o pay for a retaining wall, which

See “SLAVE" on A-3
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School

. o " Continued from A1 - -
- He was the only board member that
voted in favor of his motion ht?wever,

and it was defeated, 6-1. -
Even after the successful 6-1 vote on

who cast ' ;
gﬂﬁ:&ﬁgyﬁ?&%wﬂ“g . joining the church’s property.

up. He suggested that the school staff
explore the idea of running express
school buses on main highways during
bad weather and hold school for those
children who could make it in.

As early as September of last year
the school staff had offered a proposal
to extend the year-round calendar
enough to put six snow days in the
bank, but lhe board opted to lengthen
the dny only long enough for three
snow days
¢ LAE the ‘outset of Wednesday’s
. discussion on the matter, Saunders
wanted to delay board action another
week. It was delayed last week

because the board members said they * -

resented having the makeup proposal,

which was finally adopted this week, -

given to them the same day that a
decision was needed.’

School Boardman George Mullen,
. Coles Magisterial District, nipped the
- delay tactic tactlc in the bud,
however.
. “Mr. Saunders has some good
suggestions but in pursuing them I

“Last week we held up doing anything

for a week and we seem to be holding

up the staff’s ef(fiort t%hget stax(‘tﬂ;od
making these days. en we (the
board) puo% up with these new $hings,

Mr. Saunders. it takes staff time to_,_ '

check it o

Mullen, whose four-year l.emgpnme_-.

School Board expires Tuesday, np-
parently was still sm from the

board’s refusal earlier We y40 .

consider recommendations made by
the Board Policy Committee because
the material only becanie mvailable

the same day as the meetmg Mullen

was chairman of that committee.
If any -of Saunder’s

be given serious consideration, Mullen
—~marnad ta antirinate that the haard

Slave

: Continued from A-1
Lomond Community Center,

—moving the building 20 feet to the

_edge of the church’s property line soit ,

coun- -
terproposals on makeup days were to °

r o LYY

ismtolthewayotthemposed

driveway entrance.

- —moving the building 100 feet onto

_the Ben Lomond Manor property.
—exchanging pa.rceh of land with

the church,

Thelatestpmposalwasmdeby

' Manassas Associates, owners of the

Ben Lomond Mnnar,-property ‘ad-
Manassas Associates offered to ex-

. change 6.8 acres of land below the

church’'s 5.8 acre but the
church declined the offer. The lower
parcel has less buildable land and is
‘subject to flooding, accordmg to
Philley.

“At " this point it doesn’t ‘seem
practical,” Philley said.’ ‘““We spent
$3,000 for a site plan and we have a
projected building for this lot. We just
don’t have the money to go through
that thing again. We'd be in or near a
flood plain, and if there was ever
another flood like the last one, we

* “would be under water.”

About 1970 Ben Lomond Manor was

. offered to the Parks and Recreation

Department to preserve as an

. historical landmark, according to

letters shown to the Journal
Messenger. But no action was ever
taken, and it is not clear if that
original ‘offer still stands. A
spokesman for Ridge Development,

" . the company that allegedly made the _
.. offer, eould not be. reached for com- - :

_ would not want us to incur the wrath of -, - : ment. -

the State Department,” Mullen sald.™ " po. eation Department planned to -

use the manor house as a link between -
... stated in the staff report that wells
~ were inadeguate for firé protection."

~ Under that proposal the Parks and

Ben Lomond Community Center and
26 acres of open land located behind -
Stonewall Jackson Middle School and *

Sinclair Elementary School. Under an
" agreement with the Prince William -

County School District, the Parks and -

','Recreationl)epmtnentwﬂ]mmntain‘ 54
..~ the area for recreational and sports P

TlaTende.ag

Federal mgulatmm

meet ~ federal ~ archaeological --
requirements, but private developers *

" operate free of such restrictions,
" according to a Park Authority memo, :

Jones said. Prince William County

does have a historical District : -

Ordinance but has never tested it in
court, said Jones.

“If there’s enough time, we plan o
nominate it to the National Reglstry 0(
Histonc Places,” she sald.

Reward F

"Townsend

e "": I;;#"‘ 1 F 'I‘. - r:‘ iR
=3 state .~ °
. and local governmental agencies to . y»- %

The Ben Lomond Estnte, was
probably used as a hospital in the Civil
" War, according _to ‘historical
documents.

“If it has nrchaeological value then
the federal government has another

reason to protect it,"”” said Jones. ;
. The Prince William County Con-

struction Services Department said it

" has not yetissueda buildmg permit
* for the church.

Ben.Lomond was named- for a

mountain located on the east side of -

Lake of Loch Lomond in central

- Scotland. Ben Lomond Estate

originally spread across more than
5,000 acres of Prince Wimam and
Fa:rl'ax Countles 50

'i e, ‘f v

Continued from A-1
Davis Ford Road. . - ; .
But the applicant agreed mstead to
keep that road closed and have an
entrance off of Laurel Hill Drive,

‘which is under construction, and the
~ residents supported the change.

Among other action, the com-

missioners recommended denial of a
rezoning of three acres on lnterstate ;

Drive to heavy industrial. - ..
Milligan said that he thought the

piecemeal development -of the
property which - includes-

this three acres had not been'done in

such a way as to provide adequ.ate P

services to the area.

Public water presently does not

serve the site and the fire marshall

““The amount proffered will not be
sufficient to pay for .the public

- facilities needed to serve the proposed
" industrial facilities along Interstate. -
Drive,” the staff stated. “As in- -
' dustrial development occurs it willbe -~
- necessary to spend public funds to -
provide appropriate highway and

water facilities to this area.” .y

: 'The commissioners recommended -
. 8ppr0\'al of rezoning two acres on

Telegraph Road near Horner Road to
heavy industrial for an auto body,

_ shop. The area is considered suitable -
* for industrial development and the -
‘applications plan was considered

acceptable. : -
The commissioners recom-
mendations are advisory to the Board

of County Supervisors, which make

the ﬁnal decision. 2
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