THE REGION

WM%%V et

s  Monpay, DEcEMBER 7, 1998 B3

HISTORIC SITE FILE: P EVIVLEY: M
PRINCE WILLIAM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM

~ RELIC/Bull Run Reg Lib. Manassas, VA

UPDATE

On the News

Nonprofit Group Tries to Save
Fire-Ravaged Historic Mill

A historic ‘18th-century stone mill in
Prince William County that was gutted in an
October arson fire has been turned over to a
nonprofit organization, which is trying to
raise money to preserve what's left of the
structure.

Officials with the Turn the Mill Around

Campaign said that they have taken possession -

of the former Beverley’s Mill and that they
hope to bring in engineers to stabilize the
landmark structure.

“There’s probably no way to really restore

it, but we'd like to at least maintain the .

edifice,” said Ellen Percy Miller, the cam-
paign’s executive director. “Our goal is to get
"-the walls stabilized as soon as possible and
then review our options.”
Percy Miller said that her group will need
" to raise about $200,000 to stabilize the
six-story structure and that it plans to work
with state and local agencies to obtain grants
and technical advice.
Built in 1742, the mill was first used to

grind limestone for making plaster and re-

mained a working mill until the 1940s, when
it closed. But the mill is best known as the
site of the Civil War’s Battle at Thoroughfare
Gap on Aug. 28, 1862, the day before the

Oct. 22, reducing the once-imposing struc-
ture, just east of the Fauquier County line, to
charred walls and rubble.

. Fire officials have said the fire was arson,
but investigators say they will be unable to go
inside the crumbling structure to search for
clues until the building is stabilized. So far,
officials have no suspects.

Shortly after the fire, preservation groups
and historians feared that the condemned
mill would be torn down to protect the
community from falling stones and other
dangers, but county officials have said they
have no plans to raze it.

—Leef Smith

Crowdmg Eases Slightly
At Teen Detention Center

Montgomery County’s youth detention
facility is holding fewer teenagers, but offi-
cials and lawyers say that it is still too
crowded and that it takes too long for young
offenders to get out of detention and into
court-ordered therapeutic programs.

In May, County Council members Betty -

Ann Krahnke (R-Potomac-Bethesda) and
Gail Ewing (D-At Large) criticized the

crowded conditions, including the fact that

some teenagers were sleeping on temporary
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Beverley's Mill, a Civil War
battlefield landmark
devastated by an October
arson fire, will be stabilized if
a nonprofit group can raise
the money needed. The group

" wants to preserve what's left
of the 18th-century mill.

- were being held every day in the Alfred D.

Noyes Children’s Center, which was built in
the mid-1970s to house 35 young offenders.
State juvenile justice ofﬁuals say it can safely
house up to 58.

Since May, the facility has averaged about

.70 youths. The numbers are gradually drop-
ping, if slowly, because more young offend-

ers are being put in home detention pro-
grams and are being placed in treatment
programs earlier, state officials said.

“You'll always have numbers go up and
down, but we think we have it under con-
trol,” said Jack Nadol, deputy secretary of
the state Department of Juvenile Justice.

All of the state’s juvenile detention centers
are at or above capacity, Nadol said, and
Noyes is particularly prone to crowding
because about one-third of the offenders
housed there come from four Western Mary-
land counties.

“The bottom line,” Ewing said, “is this
facility is not big enough to handle the
numbers that have to be there.”

Even if the numbers are down slightly,
some Montgomery lawyers say the county’s

" juvenile offenders, particularly girls, are still

being shortchanged

“Girls are waiting 100 days at Noyes to go
into a 60-day treatment program,” said
Montgomery lawyer Neil Jacobs. “It’s‘be-




