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State grant will help
restore Beverly Mill
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W THOROUGHFARE GAP
rumbling stone walls surrounded by overgrown
vegetation is all the remains of Beverly Mill,
once the site of many historical events.

The mill was severely damaged by fire in 1998, but
a new grant will help the project on its way.

Turn the Mill Around Campaign, a non-profit orga-
nization which owns the mill, has been awarded a
$300,000 grant from the Virginia Department of
Transportation to be used to stabilize and rebuild the
damaged walls.

This grant is the campaign’s first step in a long,
expensive process to transform the mill into a living
history exhibit. Local history buffs hope some of its
former glory can be restored.

“It was a real experience to be able to climb up
these stairs and look out these windows,” said Ellen
PercyMiller, director of the campaign. “But all is not
lost. I think we're all going to benefit.”

While PercyMiller has bright hopes for the future,
she still grieves for the community’s loss due to the
damage of the fire, thought to be an arson.

“I sometimes wonder if the mill would ever had

Group miakes history live again
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Almost a year after fire gutted the Beverly Mill, located on the
Fauquier County line in Thoroughtare, the surrounding area has
been overtaken by half-dead trees and overgrowth.
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cyMiller said. “Alot of its his-
tory has just been kind of for-
mi?enanﬂndecadeswent

The mill was built in 1742
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until 1951, and when Inter-
state 66 was planned, it was
rerouted to leave the mill

someday
restore the old mill store and
develop a public park to inter-
" pret the history of the mill in a
' living history setting, thnush
this will be a
- }ectduetotheextenmvedam

age.

1 Toward that end, the cam-

| pa:gnmnnw]ookmgforvolun—

. teers to begin helping with
this tremendous task.

: Avanetyafhelplsneeded,

| Miller said,

Percy.
“Itl-nnkthere'ssomeﬂnng
for everybody,” she said.
Someareasfurvolunteer

help that have already been

identified include transcription
of local oral histories, chopping
down brush and tion

around the mill sifting
through debris to identify arti-

facts.

There are opportunities for
vnluntemwimdsllﬂ\glmnggff
expertise, including a for
an tree expert with knowledge
of how to save cherry trees
damaged by beavers and a
photographer with equipment
tomakemplesofoldph&

tographs

Someoftheoﬂ'-stteprwects
can be started now. Before vol-

unteers can enter the site, a
essional contractor will be

to stabilize and repair
the walls, as it is both danger-

ous and highly-skilled labor.
“That has to be our primary
consideration right now,” Per-

cyMiller said. “Any kind of

uncertain weather and they

could go.”

In order to receive the grant
money, the campaign must
raise 20 percent in matching
funds. Those funds can take
the form of cash or in-kind ser-

vices.

PercyMiller is confident
that the money will be raised.

“Peaple just love that mill.
Peo e are attached to it,” she

. “We need financial dona-

uansandgrantsandweneed
volunteers' help, but I think
it’s going to happen.”

In the the campaign
has about $35,000, she
said.
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