1998

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, HISTORIC SREFILE: BEYER 1 1 /m(

PRINCE IAM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
RELIC/ZS¥ Run Reg Lib Manassas, VA

e8seNQe!

35 cent:

A Mm_’iar General Neys

CKHALL * BULL RUN ¢ CATHARPIN o |

BvSmhhnmnoSlmBlmm

'MANASSAS JOURNAL MESSENGER

" Only the stone exterior walls of the Beverly Mill. remain
after a fire gutted the historic structure Thursday after-
noon.

Firefighters from three counties found the buildinj__:
engulfed in flames when they arrived at the scene around
‘4 p.m., according to Prince William County fire and rescue
Capt. Steven Kersse.

Embers from the blaze sparked brush in the surround-
ing woods that took firefighters nearly two hOurs to pu'
out.

About 20 companies from Prince Wﬁham Loudoun and
Fauquier counties responded, Kersse said. —

- The cause of the fire was not immediately known and
the county’s fire marshall opened an investigation into the
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I at the remains of the dnwhme. which was oitted hv the fire.
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incident, Kersse said.

Although the mill is on pri-
vate land, people often break
into the structure and occasion-
ally light fires, according to Ron

Turner of the Prince William -

County Historic Commission.
The mill suffered damage
twice last year as the result of
someone lighting fires inside,
Turner said. :
Turner said he visited the
scene after the fire, which swept
through the inside of the five-
story structure. e e
“It’s ruined. It’s really sad that
it survived the Civil War and
now it’s ruined,” Turner said.
The four remaining fire-dam-
aged walls may have ‘to be
knocked down, Turner said.
Built’ more than 250 years
ago, the building first served as
a grist mill along Broad Run.
The mill was rebuilt in 1857
after a fire and rebuilt again in
1858 as a plaster grinding mill.
It was used by both Confederate
and Union soldiers in 1861-62,
said Tish Como of the Prince
William County Library Sys-
tem’s Relic Department.
The mill ceased to be used in
the 1940s. In the early 1970s it
was declared a landmark and

_added to the historic landmark

register. The mill's present owner,
Athalie Irvine Smith of Middle-
burg, formed Bull Run Preserves
in hopes, of the mill being used
again, but no steps were taken to
protect it, Como said.

In 1980, a historic site study
‘done by historian Francis Jones
labeled the mill in fair to poor
condition, saying it was subject
to vandalism and arson, and suf-

fering from lack of maintenance.
‘The mill was valued at $58,000

in January.
oSeth Meixner and Sharon

Bhagwandin can be reached at

Jm@cais.com
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He was in critical condition in
the hospital’s burn unit for most of
Wednesday and died at 7:30 p.m.

. Patterson has a brother, who
is also believed to be homeless
and living in the same woods.

A funeral for Perry, a lifetime
resident of Manassas, will be
held Saturday. He is survived by
a wife and three children, who
live in Gainesville.

* Tania Anderson can be reached
at jm@cais.com .
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