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Times-Democrat Stalf Photoklohn Toler
TOO LATE: Firefiahters extinauish the afternoon blaze.
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By JoHN TOLER |
Times-Democrat Suilwﬂler
Although Prince William County fire mvesl.lga-
tors have completed only a preliminary investiga-
tion of the fire that destroyed the interior of the his-
toric Beverley Mill, they are certain it is a case of
arson.

A See related story, Page AS

In the meantime, history lovers, a local builder,
and a growing number of private citizens — many

_heart-broken over the potential loss of the familiar
- landmark — are

rallying to save what is left of the
imposing structure that has stood in Thoroughfare
Gap since 1742,

An examination of the structure is scheduled

for Wednesday by William Davies, an engineer from

d who specializes in saving historic struc-

turss‘
Davies, who was called to evaluate the mill by a

. group connected with the Friends of Bull Run, will

assess the damage and determine if the remaining
structure can be saved.

Fire sweeps the mill
The fire was called in to Princé William Fire at

* 4:02 p.m. Thursday by a motorist passing by the

mill on Interstate 66.
See FIRE, Page A9

OW)
chie
quits

Remingtos
mayor cite
court ruli

BY BRIAN MINTER
Times-Democrat Stall Write
Alan Anstine resigned a
of Remington on Mond
explained that questions r
deputy sheriffs serving as
officials were behind his deci
Anstine is a Fauquier
deputy sheriff, as is Remingt:
cilwoman Kim Ellis. Both
the county detention center.
“It's the thing te do,” sai
about his decision. “It really
What brought on his sud
ignation was a recent court 1
Prince William County. A
sherill there was serving as
cilman in the town of Dumf

See ANSTINE, F

Filling i

By BrIAN MINTER
Times-Democrat Stafl Wril

The sudden and unex
departure of Alan Anstii
not left Remington witl
mayor. Kim Ellis, who w
town’s vice-mayor, is no
mayor.

This leaves a counci
vacant. At the councils
meeting, which is schedul
Nov. 16, council member:
appoint someone from the
to fill that seat. A majo
the ecouncil must agree
person selected.

The council must als

See MAYOR, Pa:
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FIRE
From Page Al

The beginning of the fire
was also witnessed by Elaine
Wiser, Broad Run post-
mistress, whose office is across
Route 55 from the mill.

Wiser was not aware of a
problem until she saw a large
cloud of black smoke come out
of the lower part of the mill.
Seconds later, flames were
shooting out of the lower level
windows.

“It was very windy, and the
smoke cloud passed over the
interstate,” said Wiser “I
called 9-1-1 ... it was very
scary and very sad. [ just stood
outside and cried.”

Emily Morgan, executive
director of the Friends of Bull
Run, was at her office on
Beverley Mill Drive when a
passerby stopped, alerting her
to the fire.

“That was at 4:12 p.m., and
I got down to the mill about
three minutes later,” said
Morgan. “By then, it was fully
involved. The fire spread
incredibly fast.”

The first firefighting units
arrived on the scene shortly
afterward, but were unable to
control the blaze.

The fire burned through
the roof, and ventilated by the
numerous broken windows,
quickly consumed the heavy
wooden floors and chestnut
beams of the building.

Small brush fires started
around the flaming structure,
threatening the woodlands
surrounding the mill and the
mountain behind it.

Fire officials stopped the
Norfolk-Southern trains that
periodically pass on the tracks
adjacent to the mill, and sta-
tioned a platoon of firefighters
along the track and on the hill
behind the mill to prevent the
fire from spreading.

Passers-by stopped on
Route 55 to witness the fire,
standing in silence as the roof
caved in and the burned-out
floors and charred milling
equipment crashed to the
basement.

Morgan, joined by other
bystanders, watched as the
fire raged. “It was heart-
wrenching,” she said.

According to Capt. Steven
Kersse, of the Prince William
County Department of Fire
and Rescue, more than 30
companies from Prince
William, Fauquier and
Loudoun counties responded
to the blaze, many sending
tankers to supply a continuous
flow of water for the fire fight-
ing effort.

The last unit departed the
scene at 12:54 a.m. Friday.
tI‘Iyerw_e were no reported
injuries.

Fire no surprise

For many, the fire did not
come as a complete surprise.
“There has always been a
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lot of activity back there,” said
Capt. Ernie Little, of the
Prince William County Fire
Marshal's @ffice. “Tucked back
in there, the old mill has been
a party scene for teenagers for
years,

“Because the mill was an

historic structure, the federal’

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms has been called
in to investigate,” said Little.

For the past 22 years, The
Plains businessman and for-
mer f{ire chief George Beavers
Sr. has been the caretaker of
the mill, which is owned by
Athalie “Joan” Irvine Smith of
California.

Beavers was particularly
upset by the fire, which hap-
pened in spite of his best
efforts.

“We've spent thousands of
dollars to try to secure that
building,” said Beavers.
“We've tried to seal it with
heavy steel doors, stone and
cinder block ... but they still
get in.”

Damage assessments

Robert W. Wilson, director
of Prince William County

Public Works, had a erew sur-

vey the damage Friday morn-
ing. County inspectors deter-
mined that the building was
unsafe as it stands, and
marked it off with tape.

Despite rumors to the con-
trary, Wilson is not requiring
that the remaining structure
be torn down; nor is he under
any pressure from Norfolk-
Southern to do so.

“Railroad officials have

Times-Democral file photo

HAPPIER TIMES: Beverley Mill, as it was in the early 1970s.

determined that there is no
danger,” said Wilson. “They
are voluntarily slowing down
when they pass the scene.”

Glenn Miller, a principal
with Miller Bros. Inc., a con-
tracting firm in  New
Baltimore, has offered his
company's services — at his
cost — to save the mill.

“I went to the mill on
Saturday  morning  with
George Beavers, and the
building is safe,” said Miller.
“It won't fall.”

Miller first wants to
strengthen the remaining
walls of the building by “band-

ing” it between the third and

fourth floors.

“The biggest threat will be
this winter,” said Miller. “The
stones at the top are open to
the weather, and if water gets
in behind them and freezes,
more will fall.”

Covering the upper stones
with a new roof or waterproof
membrane and closing-in the
windows — which lost their
wooden lentils in the fire —
should be the minimum
accomplished before cold
weather arrives, according to
Miller.

“But I can’t go there until 1
get permission,” said Miller.
Right now, I'm in a holding
pattern.”

Miller’s offer has been
reassuring to others interest-
ed in saving the mill.

“We hope that restoring
the mill will become a grass-
roots effort, a community pro-
jeet,” said Kathleen Higgins,
secretary of the Friends of
Bull Run.
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Last Thursday, time s:
ran out, as arsonists seta |
fire that totally gutted the l
interior of the mill. |
Beavers is frustrated and i
angry. i
Partly due to its |
prominence in_|
Thoroughfare Gap, and -
partly because of its -
secluded location, keeping |
intruders out of the mill
has always been a prob-
lem. Even closing up the
doorways hasn't worked.
“We once installed a
steel grate over the main
opening, instead of a solid
door, so they could see
there was nothing inside,”
recalled Beavers. “We
secured it with a big lock
and half-inch chain, so
ﬂmﬂle’;{eon]dn%uaebolt

“Well, they came back
with a torch, cut the chain
and stole the wholei.

intruders

Sometimes,
don't get away. ]
ince . William
police  have
caught people inside the
buﬂdms, dolng every-

roof,” Beavers recalled.
- A fire in the mill two
years ago alerted Beavers
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destruction, but there was
little more he could do.
Capt. Ernie Little of
the Prince William
County Fire Marshal's

See MILL, Page A15
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whira year by the School Board
at its October meeting to give
school officials more time to
cillect the data Harrison
referred to.

-r"'I‘he Block Scheduling
Committee at Fauguier High
met yesterday to begin the
pracess of evaluation and
Liberty’s committee will be
going through the same pro-
cess. Data will be collected in
the form of surveys, test
scores, grades and attendance.

Surveys are one of the
most important pieces of data,
=aid Anzivino. So far, student
and parent feedback has been
mostly positive about block
scheduling, according to
school officials. Events like the
upcoming Block Scheduling
Forum at Fauquier High are
dekigned to maximize that
input.

_ After studying the data,
each school's committee will
make a recommendation to

the principal. Sites and
Harrison will meet with
Superintendent Dallas

Johnson before a recommen-
dation is brought before the
School Board.
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Office doesn't know who
started the fire yet, but
characterizes the area
around the mill as a long-
itme hangout for young
people.
1 = He is also aware of intru-
sion by a “satanic group,”
which has attached some
mystical significance to the
mill. Graffiti on the walls
rs this out.
¥ Random destruction has
#)so hit the offices of the
il"iends of Bull Run nearby.
wo years ago, a four-wheel
drive pickup parked overnight
i front of the office was total-
Iy destroyed by vandals.
I The youthful perpetrators
+ who had also broken into a
dphool during their rampage
<. were apprehended, and
cgml'essed to destroying the
truck.
f3“They were supposed to
make restitution, but we
néver got a penny,” said
Friend of Bull Run Executive
Birector Emily Morgan.
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Thomas & Barbara Wolf
Makers & Restorers of
Fine Keyboard Instruments

The Schoolhouse
6562 Main Street
The Plains, VA 20198
540-253-5430 = Fax: 540-253-5431

Rugolf G. Bickel, M.D.

Ypdoen menican Board
of Family Practice

| Patricia H. Newton, ANP

Murse Practitioner

Daily, Evening
Saturday Hours

DON'T
FORGET
vyour Flu Shot!

‘Hot & Cold Deli

Barbeque g
Fried Chicken
izza ¢ Cold Drin

For Information, Call

540-253-5413

THE PLAINS
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
ues

Kevin Whitener and The Rail Stop

In the heart of The Plains since 1982

The Plains
Service Center

24 Hour Towing
Complete Domestic
& Foreign Auto Repair

4229 Bragg Rd.
S

Ay
253-5251

Quick FoxDesign

Advertising® Logos 8 Publication Design® Corporate ldentity
20 Years Experience 540.253.5625

Sponsored by The Plains Business and Profes
The Plains Community League and Creati

The Plains is 1 mile off 1-66 at exit 31 ¢ Stop in at the Turner C



