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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Beverley Mill is a five-story stone structure with an additional attic story
set in the metal covered gable roof. Due to the mill's position on the
lower slopes of Thoroughfare Gap in the Bull Run Mountains, the up-hill
(north) side is only three stories high and faces a century-old branch of the
Southern Railway. The hugh structure, four bays on its main front and
three bays on the sides, is constructed of partially-coursed stone rubble
quarried from the creek and mountainside with window openings of six over
six sash. The water power was provided by Bull Run Creek which, in its
1300 foot passage through the Gap, drops 87 feet. Exterior mill machinery
remaining includes the 29 foot metal waterwheel and sluice gate as well as
the stone mill race. The interior is inaccessible at the present time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘Beverley Mill, so named after its late-19th century owners, was built some-
ltime prior to 1759. The structure is mentioned in official records of
that year as a boundary marker between Prince William and the newly created
Fauquier counties. The grist mill, and a flour mill, since destroyed,
were built by Jonathan Chapman on the Broad Run property which he purchased
~in 1742, ._Two stories were added to the structure during the 1850's, and
it continued in operation through World War II. ©No longer in use, the mil
was threatened by the construction of Interstate 66, but a co-operative
effort by citizens' groups and federal and State highway officials caused
the road to be redesigned to by-pass the mill. 3

In appealing for the preservation of the structure, one group
noted that the mill had

contributed essential food products for five Wars--beginning

with the French and Indian War. The Mill is mentioned in

old orderly books and in the public claims for the Revolu-

tionary War. Supplies were shipped to American troops

during the War of 1812, the Mexican War and during the Civil

War the Mill was used (alternately) by Union and Confederates|

The mill was designed exclusively for the milling of corn for
meal and feed, but, during ante-bellum Virginia's agricultural revival, its
operations were expanded to include the grinding of limestone for fertilize
The mill was modernized by a new metal waterwheel in 1900 and in the 1940's
by flour grinding equipment and a diesel engine for auxiliary power. In
the 1940's the mill ground approximately 100,000 bushels of grain annually
and employed six persons.

Thus Beverley Mill -- this imposing mass of stone masonry
within view of the thousands of motorists who travel through Thoroughfare
Gap each year, this anciently designated official county boundary marker
which has contributed bountifully to feeding Virginians and others during
peace and war -- is indeed a landmark in the broadest and best sense.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than 10 acres.
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[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

el NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lL.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certifly that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National ([ State @ Local [J

Name

James W. Mcody, Jr., Director
Titlevé. Historic Landmarks Commission

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Keeper of The National Register
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