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“HITE HOUSE
Brentsville, Virginia

The White House was bu'lt by Mrs, Joim Williams, nee Jane Dnwe, when the
County Seat was moved from Dumfries, Virginia $o Brenseville, Virginia, 1822,

In 1795 John Williams, Esq., bought of Robert Oraham, ¥eq,, both of Dumfries,
'hm’ the Clarke 0ffioe,

We think wa can say here, without giving offenss to the most sensative parsors,
what the "landsmarks of Old Prince" has to sayt "There are no better people ever
lived, than the Williaws,”

In 1313 John Williems, Feq. died leaving his widow, Jane Williams, and a large
faxdly of ochildren, Phillip Devereaux Dewe, Msq., the brother of Mrs, John Williams,
who had been Rxahester for the 8tate of Virginia and also a mewber of the Legislature
Zrom the county of Prince Willia, qualified as Clerk for his sister, Mrs, John Vi1l ams
was the gueet of her brother while in Richmond, Va. and bothy were present the evening
the theater durmned, malting the!r escape throngh the windows from the burning building,

The bricks from whic: the White House was built were brought fwom Pngland and
were hauled from Dunfries by teanms a distance of 18 wiles,7; /.’),LQUZ;;/LM{

In 1832 Phillip Devereaux Dewe died and Jehn Williams, the 2nd, brosme Clerk
and moved into the White Honse, BHis mother bullt a ecttaze in the yard and moved
$here,

John Williams wee rtads Colomel of the County Wi{litia and T have often heard the
older pecple tsll of Oeneral Muster Day, wilch was celebrated Spring and ¥all, Tn
the year 1852 Col, Willisws was civen an of fice nnder President Buchanan, in Wash ington,
D, Co The Clerk's Office was then elactral and Mr, Phillip Daws Lipscomb becams (lerk,
He was a grandson of Mrs, John Williams, nee Jane Dawe,

Just before the War between the States, Mr, and Mra, Charlie Tardella of
Washington, D, C, moved into the White House, Mrs., Tardella was Ammie Williams, daughter
of John Uiilim, the 2nd, Mr, Tardella was in the Ceodectic Coset Survey of the Undted
States; and a Union Sympathirer, When the nmion foress were camped hare in Manaseas,
there were ag many as a hundred thousand men camped here at one time, Mr, Tardella would
ask the officers ¢o his homs for dimer; and one day his 11ttle boy, Yalter, sitting at the
table with these offiocers, looked 'p snd maid, "411 you lend me your pictol?" The offiger
patted him on his heed and asked, "Why do you want my pistol, 11ttle men? He answered,
"to kill all the Yankees,” The officer sald, "Why kill the Yankwes? and Yalter said,
"Because they killed all of ¥Ma's chickens,” Mrs, Tardella was stricken with typhoid
fever and dled, BHer husbmd was out on Lend and could not be located, He did net know ]
that his wife wos dead until he came “ome, His danrhter, Nettie, raid she wonld never |
forget going to her Mothar's rrave with her Father when he came home, After Mra, Tardella's
Mrs, Holland, the mother of Vra, William E, lipscomb moved into the White Honss and as she
was a Sritish Sudbject, she ren a Plock=Ald to “ashington, D, @, and rany oeople wonld ro
with her to the c¢lty under hear nrotection,



Brentsvilile,

1822 - Courthouse was moved to a site on the maln stem of the Dumfries
road leading to Thoroughfare Gap. This was a part of the Bristow
tract of "Brent Town™ then vested in the Commonwealth,and here a new
courthouse was authorized in 1820. Two years later, as the gransfer
was made,a town was established about the court house under the name
of Brentsville,

\'--ants. 1821"'22 - Cho 93’ po 69."_ i
Description - 50 acres of land,the property of the Comnonwealth, at
the court house in the county of Prince William.
Trustees - John Macrae,John Gibson,Gerald Alexander,William S. Alexander,
Richard Davis sr.,John Mills,Charles Hunton,John Leachman,John Fox,
William French,Benjamin Johnson,John Hooe,James Foster.

Brentsville remained the county seat until 1893 when as a result of
a referendum, the court house was moved to Manassas,

/
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Selldr Tnhe  ipraffitt D~vw~hter of

Viola (C™*) Davis and
Jrand Parents Pulaski Littleton Proffitt

Viola (*MN) Davis Dau zhter of

hda (") Davies and
Great Grand Parents French Jackson Davis

Ada (*™'N) Davis Daurzhter of

Emma Jackson ¥lliams and
Great, Great Grand Parents Lucian Alexander Davis

Fmma Jackson “Williams Dauchter of

Lucy Arne Thornton and
Great, Creat, Great Grand Farents Robert Williams

Robert Williams Son of

Jane Dawe and
Great, Great, Great, Great John Williams
Grand Parents

John Williams, Clerk of Pringe William County Court died in Office in 1813,

»prs. Jane Dawe Jilliams (John Williams Widow) had her brother, Philip Devereaux Dawe
qualify as clerk for her. '

Philip Devereaux Dawe never married but lived with his sister, Mrs. Jane Dawe “illiams
and assisted her in raising her children. He died while in office.in 1832, ¥rs, Jane
Dawe “illiams son, Rebsrt Williams*then became clerk.

Aot
Philip Devereaux Dawe previous to becoming clerk in 1813, was excheeter (exchequer) for
the State of Virginia, he was also a member of the legislature from Prince William County,

Emra Jackson Yilliams and Lucian Alexander Davis had two daughters: Ada (N1) Ravis
Neva Minor Tavis

Lucy Anne Thornton and Robert Williams had two danghters: Emma Jackson 'illiams
Margaret Roberta Williams

¥argaret Roberta Villiams married Dr. Clement C. 3Barbour, she had no children.
Dr. 3zrboar by a previous marriage had one son, Clement Aubrey Barbour.
Clement Aubrey Barbour merried twice, had no children.

Frs, l'arraret Roberta Williams Barbour lived her last years with her great niece, I'rs,
Viola Davis Proffitt. 'rs. Proffitt was 2ppointed Fxecutrix of her estate and a copy
of ¥rs. Barbours will is in the Court House at 'anassas, Virginia. Mrs. Barbour before
she died gave to .'rs. Proffitt all cf her records and photographs of her family.



PRI BRI AT s 1 Ey Lavs ey of

Viola (*™'™) Davie and
nd Parents Prlaski Littleton Proffitt

"?;
B
3

Viola (™M) Davis Dan~hter of

Ada (1N) Davie and
Great Grand Parents T'renck Jackson Davis

Ada (*™'N) Davis Dan~hter of

Emma Jackson “illiams and
Great, Great Grand Parents Lucian Alexander Davis

Emma Jackson Williams Danrchter of

Incy Anne Thornton and
Great, Creat, Great Grand Farents Robert Willimms

Robert Williams Son of

Jane Dawe and
Creat, Great, Great, Great John Williams
Grand Parents

John Williams, Clerk of Pringe Yilliam County Conrt died in Office in 1813,

¥rs. Jane Dawe 'Tilliams (John Williams Widow) had her brother, Philip Devereaux Dawe
qualify as clerk for her,

Philip Devereavx Dawe never married but lived with his sister, Mrs, Jane Dawe “illiams
and assisted her in raising her children. He died while in office in 1832, Mrs, Jane
Dawe Villiams son, Rebszt Hilliamsithen became clerk.

Tehw :
Philip Devereaux Dawe previous to becoming clerk in 1813, was excheeter (exchequer) for
the State of Virginia, he was also a member of the legislature from Prince William County.

Frrma Jackson Yilliams and Ivzian Alerander Davis had two dan:-hters: Ada (™11) Davis
Yeva YVinor Mavis

Lucy Anne Thornton and Robert *illiams had two danghters: Emma Jackson *illiams
llargaret Roberta “'illiams

Hargaret Roberta Villiams married Dr. Clement C. Barbour, she had ro children,
Dr. Barbour by a previous marria e had one son, Clement Aubrey Barbvour,
Clement Aubrey Barbour married twice, had no children,

¥rs. argaret Roberta Willia=s 2artour lived her -last years with her great niece, 'rs,
Viola Davis Proffitt., 'rs. Proffitt was appointed Executrix of her estate and a copy
of ¥rs, Barbours will is in the Conrt House at Manassas, Virginia, !»rs. Barbonr before
she dicd gave to 're. Praffitt sll of her records and photopgraphs of her family,
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