


48 the BULL RUN OBSERVER May

= O o

o LEmMm

oD oY

3 &5 ¢ continued from page 47

M a o e &

O = ‘g Prince William Historic Preserva-

oo = __ tion Foundation.

— = One step in historic preserva-

m =L = tionis to determine if the structure

= -, %5 issound enoughto warrant moving

T =, + forward. The jail's interior walls
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A== have been stripped, exposing a slip-

shod laying of the outer brick wall.
The brickwork improved on the
warden’s side of the jail.

Although there had been con-
cern about the brick, the structure is
solid. The building’s exterior has
been modified over time, but it has
held up well. Further confirmation
came with the August 23, 2011, Vir-
ginia-based carthquake. “There
were some cracks in the plaster [still
: hanging, at the time], but there was
- 1o struetural damage,” said Riley.

' When fully restored, two-inch plank
oak will provide the cells’ finishes
with plaster walls on the warden’s
side.

“We are trying (o use the same
materials of the time.” he said, ex-
plaining another important element
in preservation. “*We are milling our
own timber and building a barn to
dry out the wood. This is saving us
a lot of money, We are using used
brilckc. from a former chimney in the
jail
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large oak beams, designed to keep
prisoners in their cells, and plaster
finished the walls. Some of the
beams have been attacked by ter-
mites, Riley said small windows in
the jail, designed to remove the

“Thesircture was madeof 1!
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and air are escaping,” he said. “We
will be using GPR (Ground Pen-
etrating Radar) to test heal energy
data. We will use a boroscope.”

There must be value in a resto-
ration project to make it worth-
while. For those who took the jail
tour, the projected four-year preser-
vation of the Brentsville Jail seemed
worth the blood, sweat, tears and
money it requires. Barbara Janay,
who lives across from the historical
site, learned history of the area in
which she lives. Adrienne Brooks
from The Plains enjoyed hearing
about the Brentsyille Jail's Civil
War history.

“T was lmpressed with the
knowledge they knew about the
building,” said Tina, from Manas-
Sdas.

“We are hoping for another
tour in early June,” Riley said. In-
formation is available at 703 363-
7895, and the website for the Prince
William Historic Preservation
Foundation is www.pwhpf.org.

Tours of Brentsville Jail offered during its fm
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staircase in the center hallway. A
concrete foor added in 1970 is be-
ing removed; on the warden's side
of the jail, further excavation was
done to determine whether there
had been a cellar below his quarters.
Only discarded litter was found.

Riley told of a runaway slave
slated for execution for murders he
probably did not commit, bolting
¢ down the stairs, wrestling with the i
warden’s wife and escaping only to 1
leave a bloody trail left by his bare Lake n
feet in the icy snow that led o his Fi
recapture. Some inmates set fires to
try to “burn” their way out of jail.
The warden and others frequently
patronized local taverns, sometimes
with gaming facilities, near the jail.
The jail's building has served

as a residence, dormitory and
attorney’s office. There were gal-
lows set behind the courthouse and
a Kitchen in the parking lot behind "'5' '
the jail. Often, the warden n'mdca '
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Ri]cy referred to thcjn.ilss. “an
ongoing research piece.”
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Krause indicated modern GEHA. (
methods have helped them analyze d
the structure. “We have used ther- R

mal energy testing 1o see if water



