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THE CAVAER

troops, and his popular farne Encrc.u.-..-d rapidly. Dut he
<till had to suffer the envy and llawvill of the many of-
ficers who remained jealous of his swifc rise to compicuous
command, and of such jealousies he was never to be
wholly free while he lived. His self-assured ways and re-
matkable mode of dress made him noticeable wherever he
appeared, and if his deeds had not compelled -:u']mir:ltion
and respect he would have been the butt of ridicule and
contempt. It was probably not long after the Gettysburg
campaign that he posscsscd himself of. the cxt_raordmary
picturesque adaptation of the regulation United States
uniform for which he was soon known everywhere. It
consisted of a velveteen blouse with heavy gold brni_d.
reaching above the clbows, on the sleeves; a blflc sh.m:
bearing silver stars embroidered in the corners of its wide
collar; a flowing red neckue; loose velveteen trousers
tucked into soft knee-height cavalry boots witb amPlc
spurs at heel, and black felt hat whose broad, rolling brim
revived a fashion once favored by Prince Rupert. When

" to these embellishments of costume were added a droo

ing mustache and small goatee, and a mass of golden curls
flowing down to the weater’s shoulders, he became more

_ the image of a cavalier stf:pping from a Van Dyke por-

teait than that of a soldier in the first of modern wars.

=" His general popularity and the series of brlliant suc-

cesses which had atrended him throughout the Gettys-

burg campaign Ptrh.}Ps inclined Custer to look for an

uninterrupted succession of such victories. But if so, he
was soon due to receive a chastening awakening. Follow-
ing the return to the Rnpidnn there was a respite from
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active operations until late in the fall of 1863. Then, fol-
lowing two months of idleness, suddenly, early in Octo-
ber, Lee took the held :gain, marching around Meade’s
right flank toward Washington. The Federal Army re-
treated before him to the old Bull Run battlefield. Here,

finding himself unable to cut Meade off from Washington

or to force a battle in advantageous circumstances, Lee.

about October 17, began retiring once mote toward the
Rappahnrmock, Stuart’s cavalry covering his rear and ac-
tively engaging that of Pleasonton. Early on t‘hc motn-
ing of the 1gth, Stuart, having learned that Kulpamck's
division was following him, posted Hampron’s division
of his own corps on the south bank of Broad Run at the
crossing of the Warrenton Tl_lmpikc near Buckland Mills,
and at the same time sent orders to Fitzhugh Lee, whose
diviston was at Auburn, td come to his assistance. Gen-
eral Lee thereupon suggested to Stuart that Hampton’s
division retire slowly toward Warrenton, drawing Kil-
pntrick after him, while Lee himself should move from
Auburn to Greenwich and, approaching the Federal col-
umn from the south, atrack it in lefe flank and rear. Stnacc
accepted the suggestion, arranging that Hainpton, on
heaning Lee’s guns, should turn and atrack Kilpatrick in
fronc. : g

Torally unconscious of the cmfr:y_- phn, Kilpatrick
pushed forward Custer, who ko xced the crossing of Broad
Run, after a stiff fight and, atout noon, occupied the
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south bank with the 2ad Brigade, Davies’s 15t Brigade
then followed Hampton to within two or three iniles of
Worrenton. Custer, who had halted for his men to get
dinper, was about to follow, when Lee's squadrons, sup-
portcd by the fire of Breathed's l,mu:cr)', burse upon his
flank from the woods in the dicection of Greenwich.

For a short time Custer’s veteran Michiganders made
a stout resistance. But Davies’s men, funiously assailed by
Hampton in front, came pouring back upon them, and,
caught between two fires, they ghvc way. Wickham’s
brigade, of Lee’s division, got possession of the bridge and
ford at Buckland, and the Federals who had not alceady
crossed were forced ro wade the stream further up, escap-
ing thence across country to Haymarket. Pennington’s
battery got away by a narrow margin, and some of Cus-
ter’s troops, notably the 1st Michigan, made a brave effort
to cover the retreat. But Hampton and Lee pursued them
until after dark, nding nearly into Haymarker and
Gainesville, where, so Stuart reportcd, the infantry pickcrs
of the 1st Army Corps were attacked by moonlight and
many of them captured. He also stated that “about 230
prisoners weze capturcd, together with cight wagons and
ambulances, Brgadier General Custer’s headquarters bag-
gage and official papers, with many arms, horses and
cquipment.” Custer's West Point friend and_clas&:matc.
Thomas L. Rosser, now commanding one of Stuart’s
brigades, was among the foremost in gaining the Victory,
of which Stuare said, T am justified in declaring the rout
of the enemy at Buckland the most signal and complete
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that any cavalry has suffered durmg the war.”

This was the exaggeration of exultation, bur as par-
donable in the circumstances .as were Kilpatrick’s and
Cuslr:l:’s equivocating phrases in their oﬂ':lc:ial_ reports,
wherein they sought to cover up the hurmlmtmg com-
p]ctcness of their defeat. Less pardonable was the attitude

of Custer’s most voluminous and' most generally satis-

factory biographer, Whittaker, who, writing cleven years
after the close of the war, and after Custer’s death, when
most of the facts were known, endeavored to perpetuate
the fiction that “Buckland Races™ ‘was a minor affair, at
best, and that there Custer gave the enemy just about as

ood as he received. As a matter of fact it was the most
sunging defeat he ever {t:&rcrc-d up to that of his last fatal
batele. It 1s no true compliment to a soldier to falsify his
reverses. Every general who has accomphshed anything
has suffered some defeats and profited by their lessons.
If he was gcncm"y successful, as Custer was, thcy mercly
furnish a dark background to set off the brilliance of his
victories. .

It was near the end of February, 1864, that Custer was
called back to duty, interrupting his honeymoon, in order
to lead a force of about 2,000 cavalry on a raid to Char-
lottesville, as a diversion 111 aid of Kilpatrick’s and Dahl-
gren'’s raid on Richmond. He was absent {or about cight-
cen days, and though he did not capture Chartlottesville,
he drew Stuart thither with a large bndy of c:w;lh)' sup-
ported by infantry columns. He succeeded in destroying
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