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uckland at crossroads 
of development, history 

Members of the recently 
formed Buckland Prescnauon 
Society arc looking for help in 
protecting what many histonans 
say is a hidden Jewel. 

But one potential solution to 
highway traffic through Buckland, 
alternately called a Buckland 
Bypass, Western Bypass and Vint 
Hill Connector, could raise the ire 
of some residents in western 
Prince William and eastern 
Fauqwer in the future. 

Buckland. on the Prince 
Wilham and .Fauquier county line, 
Y.'llS an mcorporated town that 
experienced its heyday in the late 
18th· and early I 9th-cenrury. 

Many of Buckland's houses and 
foundations arc 200 }Cars old. and 
mo>t of the onginal lots sull exist 
The Civil War battle known as the 
MBuckland Races"' also took place 
there m October 1863. 

Much of the land i~ now owned 
pnvately, and Buckland re:.ideots 
agree that ~elling the land for 
de\·elopment i. n't an option. 

"This 1s not about money. This 
may be humble, but 11\ our her· 
uage, our beginning. This 1s 
Virginia," said David Blake, presi
dent of the Buckland Presemnion 
Society and owner of Buckland 
Farms, speaking at the Tuesday 
meeting of the county'b historical 
commission. 

Blake has spent the last two 
years researching the area's history 
and meeting with historians, 
archeolog1sts and government 
officials. One meeting included a 
daylong intens1\e tour with repre
sentauves from the Virginia 
Depanment ofHistoric Resources. 
the Association for the 
Presenauon of V1rg1nia 
Ant1qu1ties and other expcns. 
Many sang Buckland's praises ti a 
Piedmont t0\\11. 

"It's an old tO\vn wtth so much 
of its layout still intact. And I don't 
think many people knoy,. today the 
value of that historic site,"' ..aid 
Childs Burden, a member of the 
Civil War Preservation Trust and 
past president of the Mosby 

Hentage Area Association. 
But a major concern for the 

Buckland Prcsm11tion Society is 
the area's encroaching develop
ment, including traffic from U.S. 
29, which was built in 1823. Traffic 
now rumbles through the middle of 
Buckland's rural remains, some of 
which are marked and visible from 
the highway. 

The Buckland society asked the 
historical commission to endorse 
preservation etTorJS and traffic 
solutions Tuesday night. 

"The only assault on this vil
lage is 29. There's no possibility of 
preserving tilis site unless we do 
something about this road.·' Blake 
said 

Suggested solutions included 
construction of a road to connect 
U.S. 29 in Fauquier with Interstate 
66 some>where \\est of Haymarket 
to di\en traffic. 

Buckland residcntS also oppo~ 
plans for two major interchanges 
at Vint Hill Road and U.S. 15, 
which they said would bun preser
vation etfons. Blake said a bypass 
could cost $250 million less than 
interchanges.. 

The suggestion of a Buckland 
Bypass, h<M'C\er, drew concerns 
that building a new road could 
cause people to lose their homes 
and lead to more sprawl, said resi
dents in attendance. 

"All of us suppon Buckland as 
well as New Baltimore, but all of 
us are in opposition to a bypass," 
said Fauquier resident David 
Mailler, who said he spoke on 
behalf of 50 families from the area 
between New Baltimore and 
Broad Run 

Mailler also pointed· out 
thatfauquier's supen isors had 
withdrawn their suppon for a 
Buckland Bypass. 

"This road y, 111 bisect the Rural 
Crescent. You can't sacrifice 
someone's community for some
one el~e ·s." said Elena 
Schlossberg. a Prince William res
ident and president of the 
.\d\OCates for the Rural Crescent. 
"\\'e support the presen·atton 
effons. but bwlding a road 1sn 't 
the way to do that." 

Kim Hosen, executi\'e director 

of the Pnnce \\ 1lltam 
Consen·ation Alhance, suggc ted 
conservation easements as an 
alternah\ e to construction An 
easement is a legal agreement that 
lim1L\ development on a piece of 
land. 

"The threat is the road. We 'II 
grant conservation casements 1 f 
we have a trntTtc solutton that 
doesn't go down the middle," 
responded Buckland resident 
Brian Mannix aflern-ards. 

There arc nctthcr plan\ nor 
money to build such a road, but the 
idea itself isn't n~-w. 

Former Gainesville Supcnbor 
Edgar S. Wilbourn supported a 
connector. Dunng pubhc work· 
shop> on the Battlef1eld B) pa" 
last ~pring, Rep,. Frank Wolf, R
IOth, and Thomas M Da\IS Ill, R
I Ith. and Pnnce \\ 1lham Board of 
Supen isors Chairman Scan T. 
Connaughton, R-at lar&c. all "rote 
Jette~ reque-tmg 'tudy of a Y.e>t· 
em bypass possibihty. 

Brents\ tile Supcn 1sor \\ S 
"Wally'' CO\ mgton Ill al'-<> ha~ 
expre~~ed his suppon. 

"I suppon the concept of the 
bypass, and I thmk 11\ the only 
solution to that area ~outh of 
Haymarket," he said in May. 
"We've got to allow another access 
to 1-66, and .Fauqmcr 1s bu1ldmg 
very heavily on that border." I le 
said he'd like to see limited access 
to any such road to prevent further 
development. 

Buckland resident Linda 
Wright said she met wnh attorney> 
representing KSI, build.:r of South 
Market, in December 2002 to dis
cuss the poss1b1l11y of bringmg a 
bypass near the <\outh Market \tic 
She said Buckland re,1dcnt' Y.Ould 
tr} to Y.Otic y, 1th their fauqu1er 
neighbors to find a ~lutton 

Htstoncal Commission 
Chamnan Ronald Smith '31d he 
y,ould ask the count) attorney's 
office tfthe comm1ss1on can take a 
stance on a road project fhe 
Buckland resolution y, ill likely 
return to the comoubtOn next 
month. 

Staff wrtter Man Houfll!an can N 
reach6d at (703) 369-6591 
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