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building at their church site will be 
vetoed by the Methodist confer­
ence. 

Any proposed expansion at Gai­
nesville would get a fair review 
from the Methodist district, McA­
den said. But any financial help for 
the building would be unlikely, he 
said. 

" I don't see them getting any fi­
nancial assistance from the confer­
ence ... because the conference 
doesn't think that's a good place to 
be," he said. 

Land surrounding the church 
will likely transform into commer­
cial and office space in the years 
ahead, McAden said. 

"A church does better in a resi­
dential area than in a commercial 
area," he said. The district would 
like to see the church relocate with­
in a three-mile radius of its current 
site, he said. 

The religious rift has triggered 
some division in the congregation, 

Mrs. Rettman said. 
"There are some that I know that 

would like to relocate," she said. 
"Most of them say, 'If we can't get 
any help here, why shouldn't we 
relocate. '" 

The congregation at Sudley Unit­
ed Methodist Church, which bor­
ders the Manassas National 
Battlefield Park on Sudley Road, is 
facing similar questions. The 
Methodist district also thinks that 
church is in need of more space, 
thus, needs to relocate. 

The Methodist district ... is also 
considering selling the Buckland 
Church, a structure built in the 
1850s that is now home to the ''Mus­
tard Seed," a thrift store sponsored 
by the district. 

Some members of the Sudley 
congregation don' t disagree with 
the need for expansion. 

The church, which has a congre­
gation of 374, "is bursting at the 
seams for places for children," 
said Mary Ferguson, an Evergreen 
resident who five years ago co-au-
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thored with her sister, Elizabeth 
Johnson, and E.R. Connor the 
church history in the book, "Histo­
ry In A Horsehoe Curve." 

But, she said, the church is try­
ing to expand its facilities on its 
present site, which housed a hospi­
tal during the Civil War. The pre­
sent church, built in 1923, is the 
third one there, she said. 

"We've had pressure on us from 
the district to relocate, but as a 
group we've fought it," she said. 

As some Sudley churchgoers tell 
it, the Methodist district might 
have an easier time moving Bull 
Run Mountain than it will if it tries 
to uproot the Sudley congregation. 

" We would have the biggest fight 
you ever saw," said Betty Duley, a 
Catharpin resident who is a mem­
ber of the congregation. "The peo­
ple that go to our church are very 
historically minded. 

" Everybody doesn't abandon 
their historic churches that are 
functioining in order to make big 
new churches," she said. 


