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Buckland S~ '~ h~~~tf for its preservation and research efforts 
By mm>I M. BAUMSTARK 
Ot>seiver stan 

Buckland Preservation Soci
ety received the Council of Vir
ginia Archaeologists' 2008 
Hoffman Award. The Society was 
honored for its overnll preservation 
efforts at Buckland. particularly 
preserving and researching its ar
chaeological :;ites. 

The development encroach
ing around Buckland\ edges make 
its historic attributes more impor
tant. Buckland's Historic District
more than 400 acres-was added to 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in March. The Town of 
Buckland has been on this register 
since 1988. 

"'lbere\ a real high concen
tration of cultural and historical 
resources in one place and now it's 
protected," according to David 
Blake. Society board chairman. 

The Hoffman award recog
nizes "those outside of the profes
sional archaeological community 
who have made significant contri
butions to archaeological site pres
ervation or historic preservation 

within the Commonwealth," ac
cording to corre!>pondcnce from 
Gail Johnson. chair of the Prince 
William County An:hitccturnl Re
view Board. 

Blake received the Hoffman 
Award at an Oct. 11 ceremony at 
the Virginia Museum of Natural 
Histol)' in Martinwille. 

Dave Brown. an an:haeologist 
with Data Investigations LLC, 
nominated Blake: Linda Wright, 
president of the society: and the 
Buckland Preservation Society for 
the award. Brown and Thane 
Harpole co-authored the National 
Register nomination for the 
Buckland Historic District. 

Brown said the Society ''wa~ 
a wonderful candidate for the 
award since the Buckland Preser
vation Society not only made pre
serving archaeological sites and 
landscapes their top priority. but 
raised the bar for all preservation 
organizations by focusing on pro
tection before excavation ... 

Johnson said the award is a 
''significant achievement for 
Prince William County's only his
torical district and for the 
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Buckland Preservation Society 
members whose unselfish work to 
preserve America's history contin
ues in our midst." 

Blake said he and other Soci
ety members are listening to "ar
chaeologists, architectural 
historians. landscape architects, 
battlefield expens and landscape 
historians'' for ideas on how best 
to continue to preserve the area. 

Blake and Wright have met 
with expen archeologists such as 
Bill Kelso, who wa.'I in charge of 
the Jamestown rediscovery effort 

and Nicolas Lucketti. archeologisl 
for colonial Williamsburg. 

Blake said the award program 
noted the Society's growth 'into 
one of Virginia's hardest working 
and most innovative preservation 
organizations" that battles "to pre
serve one of America's oldest 
Macadam roads .... " 

Buckland. the progr.im noted, 
is easily missed by driver.. on U.S. 
29. It is "a rem:l!Dblc historic amt 
cultural landscape that includes 
one of the highest concentrntions 
of late 18th century buildings out-

side colonial Williamsburg," the 
progrnm continued. 

"The Buckl:ind Preservation 
Society, through the hard work and 
tenacious determination of indi
viduals !>UCh as David Blake and 
Linda Wright, is setting an ex
ample for all pre$ervation groups 
under constant pressure from pri
vate developers, state and federal 
transportation departments and 
other demands, the Buckland Pres
ervation Society has worked tire
lessly to help study and preserve a 
small but crucial clement of 
Virginia's past that is uthcrwisc 
largely lost in the region.'' 

"This is one of the last places 
in northern Virginia that we can 
glean information from an indus
trial 18th century village. It's kind 
oflike a time capsule. To all these 
experts, it's like one of the last 
links from that period," Blake said. 

The Society members have 
put in thousands of hours to create 
"volunteerism at its best," Johnson 
said. She is pleased the Society is 
getting the recognition it really 
deserves. She hopes other people 
in Prince William will look around 
to see what they can do to preserv~ 
our county's history. 

More information on the 
Buckland Preservation Society can 
be found on its Web site, 
~~va.org. 
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Bull Run Precinct-voting fro,m the inside 
By NANCY JOHNSON 
Observer staff 

It was dark when we arrived al 
5 a.m. Eighteen election officials 
quietly ~l;incd sctlmg up the -.igns 
and the mai:h i ncs for I he lir:;I elec
t ion of the Bull Run Precinct to be 
held at Gainesville's Henlage Hunt 
community\ clubhouse. My hus
band and I worked the polls there on 
Nov. 4 

All but 80 of the 3,059 voter~ 
111 the Bull Run prccanct live at Heri
tage Hunt. The conununity relations 
c.omm1t1ee suggested the change. 
which had to be i!pproved by Prince 
William County and the U.S. De
partment of Justice. Almost a third 
of the eligible voters had already 
cast absentee balloL~; therefore. we 
hoped we would not be over
whelmed with voters. 

When we opcne<.l 1hc doors at 
6 a.m .. ~1 long line of people snaked 
out of the ballroom and into the 
lobby. We were ready with opened 
registration poll books, voting ma
chine activation card~ and six vot
ing machines. Two of the machines, 

although tested the day before, mal
functioned and could not be used. 
The four remaining ma1;hines could 
not keep up with the crowd, and the 
line~ grew longer throughout the 
morning. 

The early birds wanted 10 vote 
before work or before their golf tee
time. This 1s a retirement conunu 
nity. Many walled patiently for up 
to an hour and a half before cast mg 
their ballots. The machmes were 
challenge for some, with tempera 
mental screens causing minor de
lays in balloting. 

Voters in thi-. I 0-year-old com
munity in nonhem Prine~ William 
county are mainly white and older 
than 55. However, there were many 
minority voters, a numberof elder!) 
voters and some voters in wheel
chairs who needed extra help. The 
many chairs in the polling place 
were well used as the morning wore 
on. 

We were also surprised at the 
number of young people in chcir 20s 
living in the community with their 
parent~ who were voting in the pre-

cmct. There were even some grcl.lld
childrcn who came ;ilong to panici
pute in Hlection Day. 

An election technician worked 
on the two brol..en machine~ all 
morning. About noon. all ~ix ma
chines were working. The two ex
tra machines helped clear out the 
lines. By J p.m • the lines were 
shon. ru1d balloting took only a few 
minute'> . .Many mommg voters had 
left after seeing the long lines; they 
returned to ca~t thdr ballots ea~ily 
m the afternoon. By 5 p.m. only a 
tnckle of people were arrivm11. The 
last voter arrived only moments 
before the 7 p.m. deadline. When 
we clo.~cd the polls. we had re
corded about a 90 percent turnout 
for this hi~toric election. 

TI1e election ofliciab had time 
for u <1uick pizza before .spending 
the next hours closing down the 
election machines, tallying and 
vcrilying the results and filling out 
the voluminous paperwork that cer-
1 ifie:. the integrity of the election 
process. It was 10 p.m. before the 
final car left the parking lot. 
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Battlefield students votes' 
not counted in mock election 
By GRETCHEN L.11. O'BRIEN 
Observer staH 

Battlefield High School ... tu
dents were set to vote 111 thc Univer
sity of Virg!_r,iia's Youth Leadership 
Initiative (YLI) mock elcct1on that 
i'i offered 10 students across the 
county. However, someone created 
a program thJt ~-aused about 6,000 
votes to appearn~ if they were from 
Battlefield, accordmg to sources 
familiar with the information 

Meg Heubeck, YLl's director 
of mstruction. said someone, possi
bly a student, redirected the YI.I 
Web si1e, which registered a drastic 
jump in votmg over a weekend pe
riod. '"We checked into it," she said, 
and discovered "someone had 
rigged a sys1em to cast votes" auto
matically. However. all those votes 
were blank so that the person who 
attempted to alter the resu!L'i was 
unsuccessful . 

Amy Ethridge-Conti, 
Battlefield's principal. said she was 
disappointed the school could not 
provide voting results to students. 
All students could vote over a pe
riod of two days. using a computer 

cot.le that signilied the votes were 
from students and teachers at the 
llaymarkcl school. she said. Vote:. 
were ca~l not only for pre~idenl but · 
also for issues that voters felt were 
important. Ethridge-Conti said the 
school staff members are looking 
for ways to make sure this docsn 't 
happen again. 

Heubeck said she didn't know 
who had tried to alter the \ otes. She 
said tJ1ere arc often students who ti)' 
to rig electron ii! elections. but those 
efforts are usually unsuccessful 
with UVA"s YLI system, which 
logged more than 3.3 million votes 
from about l 06 million students thi~ 
year. YLI is run through UVA's 
Center for Politics. '"We watch our 
site,'' Hcubeck said. for the "evil 
geniuses" who try to outmaneuver 
the specialists. 

Battlefield was one of 25 
Prince William County schools that 
panicipated in online voting. ac
cording to Irene Cromer. school 
system supervisor of community 
relations. Cromer noted that who
ever tried to alter the voting did not 
attempt it from a school computer 
but from a home computer. 
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