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Buckland Preservation Soci-
ety received the Council of Vir-
ginia Archaeologists® 2008
Hoffman Award. The Society was
honored for its overall preservation
efforts at Buckland, particularly
preserving and researching its ar-
chaeological sites.

The development encroach-
ing around Buckland's edges make
its historic atiributes more impor-
tant. Buckland's Historic District-
more than 400 acres-was added to
the National Register of Historic
Places in March. The Town of
Buckland has been on this register
since 1988,

“There's a real high concen-
tration of cultural and historical
resources in one place and now it’s
protected,” according to David
Blake, Society board chairman.

The Hoffman award recog-
nizes “‘those outside of the profes-
sional archacological community
who have made significant contri-
butions to archaeological site pres-
ervation or historic preservation

within the Commonwealth,” ac-
cording to correspondence from
Gail Johnson, chair of the Prince
William County Architectural Re-
view Board.

Blake received the Hoffman
Award at an Oct. 11 ceremony at
the Virginia Museum of Natural
History in Martinsville.

Dave Brown, an archaeologist
with Data Investigations LLC,
nominated Blake; Linda Wright,
president of the society: and the
Buckland Preservation Society for
the award. Brown and Thane
Harpole co-authored the National
Register nomination for the
Buckland Historic District.

Brown said the Society “was

a wonderful candidate for the
award since the Buckland Preser-
vation Society not only made pre-
serving archaeological sites and
landscapes their top priority, but
raised the bar for all preservation
organizations by focusing on pro-
tection before excavation.”
Johnson said the award is a
“significant achievement for
Prince William County’s only his-
torical district and for the
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Virginia Archaeologists Hoffman Award for the society's

efforts to preserve the historical and cultural features of Buckiand. Esther White,
COVA president, presented the award to Blake.
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Buckland Preservation Society
members whose unselfish work to
preserve America’s history contin-
ues in our midst.”

Blake said he and other Soci-
ety members are listening to “ar-
chaeologists,  architectural
historians, landscape architects,
battlefield experts and lanﬁscape
historians™ for ideas &rlibwm
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and Nicolas Lucketti, archeologist
for colonial Williamsburg.

Blake said the award program
noted the Society’s growth ‘into
one of Virginia’s hardest working

and most innovative preservation

mgammhons” that battles “to pre-
serve one of Amerlca s oldest

Buckland, lhz program noted,
is easily missed by drivers on U.S.
29. Itis “a remarkable historic and
cultural landscape that includes
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side colonial Williamsburg,” the
program continued.

*The Buckland Preservation
Society, through the hard work and
tenacious determination of indi-
viduals such as David Blake and
Linda Wright, is setting an ex-
ample for all preservation groups
under constant pressure from pri-
vate developers, state and federal
transportation departments and
other demands, the Buckland Pres-
ervation Society has worked tire-
lessly to help study and preserve a
small but crucial element of
Virginia's past that is otherwise
largely lost in the region.”

“This is one of the last places
in northern Virginia that we can
glean information from an indus-
trial 18th century village. It's kind
of like a time capsule. To all these
experts, it's like one of the last
links from that period,” Blake said.

The Society members have
put in thousands of hours to create
“volunteerism at its best.” Johnson
said. She is pleased the Society is
getting the recognition it really
deserves. She hopes other people
in Prince William will look around
1o see what they can do to preserve
our county’s history.
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