The Prince William Board of
County Supervisors Tuesday night
adopted an historical o\rerlay
district for the 19th-century mill

Buckland.

gmmdsthatthemwwldpro!eet
the historic character of the village

nance was passed

tioners, and other items that do not
|slgnlﬂcantlyaltarlhemmol'ap-

pearance of the structure. This
amen(hmmt passed without com-

md:hu-lctrequlresthat “a cer-
tificate of a teness (issued
by the ARB) be required prior
to the erection or reconstruction of
the exterior or alteration, restora-
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JM Staif Writer structure within the historic overlay

distriet,”” according to Mavis
Standfield of the Prince William
Planning office.

Gainesville Supervisor Robert
Cole asked County Attorney John
Foote if the district were constitu-
w and whether it were revers-

The constitutionality question,
Foote said, asks whether the ordi-
nance consitutes a taking nf private

for public purpose without

ust compensation, If it does, it

would violate the U.S. and Virginia
constitutions, he said.

The ordinance is constitutional.

and would survive a constitutional

challenge, he said. o3
The district also is reversible, he

with standard rules of law" per-
taining to the standard rezoning

process.
Paul Edmondson, assistant gen-
eral counsel of the National Trust

for Historic Preservation and
associate editor of the Preservation

Law Reporter, also said the

Buckland overlay district was

constitutional. He has written sev-

eral articles on the constitutionality
See A-3.
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zone for the 19th century
of following a_public_hearing be unconstitutional.

historic houses in

ented a petition fa pmgeot

the district to the bearing the

simmmhzl 11 of the 14 property

owners proposed district,
Befter means of the

historie character of the area would

also said these other means

locations, she said.

State Divisioni of Historic Land-
marks Jeff 0'Dell said Buckland has
already been nominated to the
Virginia Landmarks

‘New’ Historic Site
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Board of Supervisors has Tuesday night. About a dozen citizens spoke out in fa
of the overlay while three opposed it on grounds it ma;
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application for the National Regis-
ter has been written and is ready for
submission to the National Park

Virginia Bagiller offers
very little in the way
measures,"’ O'Dell sa:d “lt's

sites and stuff this down their
thrllatl 1t is not the intention of the
its staff, lhe

county government,
su;:ervm orm”tolhthll,

“ltendtobdhwﬂltemmm
easements, and restrictions wwkl
be divisive rather than cohesive,”
Cole said. “The historic overlay
would be less restrictive on

but more protective for
the cause. The intended purpose is
historic preservation. With the
pressure of development, the area
must have some protection to
maintain the integrity of the
vﬂlm."




