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Buckland Mill’s Future Hinges on Clash With Manassas
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stream bed of Broad Run and one acre on the
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Dudley $29,332.80 for the land, which offi-
cials say is more than the $24,440 appraisal
price, they have refused to sell, claiming the
land is at least four times more valuable.
More troubling, they say, is the water that
already has seeped into the cellar of the mill.
If the water remains, Mannix said, it is
unlikely the mill ever will be restored, and
the structure could be permanently damaged
by insects and rot.

Friday was the deadline for the two
parties to reach an agreement, according to
city officials. They said they would go
forward with condemnation procedures
against the easement land if no settlement
was reached.

The matter would have to go before the
Manassas City Couneil, which could vote on
a resolution to condemn the land, and then
to a condemnation court, which would set a
value for the property.

“We don't know how to ... meet his

A tree that was once on dry land is now
partially submerged because of the rising
water level of the creek by Buckland Mill. -

demands in a reasonable fashion,” said

Manassas City Attorney Robert Bendall,
who added that the city has been negotiating
with Mannix since April 1997. “It's not in

| can really hope for now is to be

the best interest of the city to turn over four
times the value of the land to him to get an

agreement.

Mannix, however, said he can't agree to a
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his property.

“My main goal is to stop the project,” he
said. “This is a desperate endgame because
the city has already raised the lake. All we

There is no water wheel. The mill's power
came from a turbine in its cellar. hnnmar.

said.
No formal plans exist for a restoration of
the mill. Bendall contends that

From the outside, the

mill appears to be a
three-story home. On
closer inspection, a
visitor can see it once
played an important role

in the community.

the distance between the mill and its water
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Modern Feud Befalls Historic Mill

Bwﬂmdﬁqoeuy O:wwamwasG‘ashOwSrtestuﬁn_

By Leer Smite
Washington Post Staff Writer

Brian Mannix and his wife, Su-
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Susan Dudley stands on a part of her Land that Manassas wants for a flood
plain. Buckdand Mill, which dates to the 18th century, is in the background.




