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The Prince William Historical
Commission is exploring ways to
preserve Buckland Tavern for
posterity. The gray stone structure,
which stands poised on Routes 29-211 at
Buckland near the Fauquier County
line, is said to have been the scene of a
gala turnout when General Marquis De
Lafayette passed that way in 1825.,

| As the story goes, little girls strewed
flowers in his path and ladies presented
him with poems written in his honor
and he was entertained at Buckland
Tavern.

“Prince William : Its People and Its
Places,”" a book of local history,
characterizes Buckland Tavern as “a
building of plastered stone lengthened
at the rear by a frame wing standing
msteadily two stories above a high
basement.”

R. J. Ratcliffe, Prince William
County Historian, says that Buckland
was a ‘‘wagoneers’ tavern. It had no
sleeping rooms, but did serve meals.
Persons hauling groceries back and
| forth along what was known in those
days as the Alexandria-Warrenton
Turnpike would stop to water and feed
their horses, then eat in the tavern, and
then return to their wagons to sleep for
the night before traveling on.

Ratcliffe related that a French
officer, aide to Lafayette, recorded in
Msﬁarythathelostamedaldm'lngthe
entourage's respite at Buckland. The
diary describes the medal in detail,
Ratcliffe said, and peculiarly in 1925, a
hundred years after Lafayette's
reported visit, the medal was found.

Ratcliffe says he has never seen the
medal, but it was recovered by a Will
Jordon, a relaﬂve of the Haymarket
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