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County ponders fate of historic house

Structure dating to 1700s

could be moved six miles
"By MARIA HEGSTAD s
mhegstad @ potomacnews.com :

A historic Catharpm farmhouse threatened by
development may be relocated to Gainesville, if
county officials decide to move it to the future site
of a new Prince William County library.

The Library Board of Trustees will discuss the |
possibility of moving Bushy Park farmhouse six
miles to the proposed new library site near U.S. 15
and Lightner Road at its meeting lomghL E

Library Director Dick Murphy is advocating
incorporating Bushy Park into the site of the

Gamesvﬂle Area lerary Whlch will  nearby plantations of Stone Hill and Stepney,

be a full-service library with circulation, infor- Bainbridge ‘said. The original one-and-a-half-

; '1700s'by"Matthew Whitag. who ownod tho P

mation, reference and children’s services.

Plaumng is expected to begm in fiscal year
2005, with des:gn begmmug m ﬁscal 2006,

sh LkPark, it "‘most kkely’ will be
id.

Imprwements P’rogmm Murphy. locally. Over time, several :additjonsﬁawere

' ""mg ﬂ:e hlstonc home as a chil,

story building included two downstairs rooms

and a loft with two more rooms upstairs. The
beamsvgerehewnbyhand, and stones for the
foundation -and. two chimneys were quarried

'adde the house, wh:ch was rented and lived
il 2 few | years ago, Bainbridge said.
~ The property was then sold to US Home real
estate developer, Bainbridge said. !
“The wuntyaskedUSHometocarve outa
10-acre parcel — we were going to explore the

possibility of ‘purchasing [Bushy Park] our- C:

- South Carolina_hometown.
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' Park aﬁer sustanmng wounds in the second bat-
-'tle of Manassas, August 1862. '
- Ledbetter’s family did not know the location

ofhtsgxwesueunmmyeats[aler when a -

poem printed in the Manassas Gazette newspa-
perwasrepnntedmthencw:ipaperofﬂ:elr

Wntten by WA.
Buckley, who. lwed ring the
vil War and' mtnessed:the Confederate sei-

dxers deat}matthefatm,thepoemdescnbad
the grave sites. Ledbetter’s son traveled to
ManassasmlﬁSOorlSSitofmdandnmklns

'selvas 45 Bambndge saul “’fhen thé llbtary_'

s dmmmmmﬁﬂ-_ s




