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MOVING DAY: The 18th-century Bushy Park House was moved early Saturday, June 19, from Catharpin Valley
Estates to a new site just off Route 15, where it will be renovated and incorporated into the design of the new
Gainesville library.

A house for the ages

Bushy Park House to find new life as library

By JENNIFER COOPER
Times Stafl Writer

For more than 200 years, a
small white two-room house sat on
the eastern side of Catharpin Road
near Thornton Drive in Gainesville.
Last month, the structure,
known as the Bushy Park House,
got a new home. Rather than raze
the building to make way for new
homes at Catharpin Valley Estates,
developer U.S. Homes negotiated
an arrangement with Prince
William County to move the house
to the corner of Route 15 and
Lightner Road. There it will become
a children’s reading room next to

the future Gainesville library.
Brendon Hanafin, historic
preservation manager with the
Prince William County Department
of Public Works, said the county
had an opportunity to not only save

- but to reuse a nice old house.
ibed as a one-and-a-half-

story frame house with a stone foun-
dation and a metal gable roof, heavy
hewn beams and stills support the
core of the house. Unlike many old
homes that must be dismantled and
painstakingly numbered to put back
together at a later date, this build-
ing was moved intact. Only its roof
was removed for its June 20 ride
from Catharpin Road to Lightner
Road to ensure it did not hit any
power lines along the way.

“The fact that it survived is
impressive,” Hanafin said, noting
that it would have been a home typ-
ical of someone in the middle class.

Hanafin said helping to protect
the house over the years were its
high foundation, solid roof and
three layers of siding. “It's just a
great old house that deserved to be
saved,” he said. Not only was the
developer supportive, Hanafin said,

- but the county was also assisted by

developer Toll Brothers, which is

building homes near the library’s
new location, and local business-
man Mike Garcia of Garcia Homes.

Dick Murphy, library director
for Prince William County Public
Libraries, said he first learned of
the opportunity to save the Bushy
Park House during a meeting of
the task force on historic properties
set up by the county. He realized he
might have a use for it as a chil-
dren’s reading room and small his-
toric display space.

“This is not a bad way to pre-
serve the building,” Murphy said.
“We're thrilled to be able to save
the house.”

An archaeological re for the
property conducted by Thunderbird
Archaeological Associates Inc. in
‘October 2002 found that the build-
ing is in excellent shape. “Except
for the 20th century exterior siding
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