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'PRINCE WILL[AM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSIEM

- ON THE MOVE

By MATT HOURIHAN
mhourihan @ manassasjm.com
The first piece of a new Gainesville
library is in place after contractors moved a
historic Catharpin house in the early morn-
ing hours Sunday. A

on the same hill near Catharpin Road that it
had in the late 18th century. Now, it sits on

Road and US. 15, where the county plans

Until then, the Bushy Park house had sat -

a small lot near the corner of Lightner

A power company employee, Ieft raises the powerlmes early Sunday near the mtersectlon of Va. 234 and U S. 15 to
accommodate the oversized structure of the Bushy Park house.

i

to build a hbrary for the grd’wmg'
Gainesville population., + :
- “It’s pretty amazmgawhen you' thmk
about what they can_move,” said county

- library system Director Dick Murphy “I m

glad it’s not getting torn down.”

. 'The old frontier house ongmaily came
to the county’s attention when the
Catharpin Valley Estates subdivision began, .

" to spread around it."The developer came

forward to ask what should be done with it, -

~and Murphy had the 1dea of movmg the

L
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18th-eentury house moves 'into the future

house and using lt'as part of the library.
'The move had originally been planned

- for late April or early May, but was post-

poned on numerous occasions because of
unfavorable weather. ~ - - *

“In the sprmgnme you have to play the
weather a little. It’s hit or miss,” said
Brendon Hanafin, the county’s hlSlOl’lC
preservatlon manager. uel

" But the rising sun welcomed clear skies
Sunday as county pohcc escorted the small

*h See HOUSE Page A2
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convoy of contractors, power com-

. pany trucks and county officials

~ during ‘their slow transit. Before

. towed flatbed.

. sunrise, flashing lights illuminated
. the'house’s profile as it crept along

two-lane oocEQ roads, :&:m ona

The go-_BE, ‘move _qm.i_:n_.

. began at 4 a.m., went largely with-".

' out incident. Power company per-
. sonnel had to lifta few power lines * opment was approved, and funding -
;o on omgﬁ Road to avoid a snag,
. but the house itself held up fine..
.+ “The frame was in ‘really good
shape, so we didn’t have to shore

up the sides as much' as «o:n

" think” said Hanafin. - ERE

Jason Ayers, owner of contract-
ing company Ayers Movers, said

. the: house’s' stability was because

of its superior construction. Older
houses generally have firmer bases
and sounder carpentry work than
modern houses, he said, allowing

.*.on structural endurance.

“You couldn’t afford to build
them like that today,” said Ayers.
“A lot of houses built today won't
be around in 200 years.” _

~ Murphy envisions the house as

part museum, part children’s read- .
. ing room once the library is com-

pleted, he said.
“The library land was set aside

~after the Dominion Valley devel-

- for design and construction could:
- come from a 2006 bond referen-
- dum, _ ,
library, - which” will replace. the - -

" said Murphy. The  new.

smaller library at James S..Long

Park, is estimated to cost m.x.z::

$10 million.
" “I think because of E_m Ea._?
have better focus for __,_,u,_m....n 8.,?3_:

John Tully/News & Messenger

Jason Ayers piles _...:5.. ..mm._ to ==_8._ the w._m__w 1».._. =e=mo
onto its new m.”n o: _.ﬁ.:_o_. Road. s

”

dum,” Murphy said. s
While he was oxo__oa about the
- house’s eventual _&EQ use, it was
obvious that Murphy saw the his-
 toric _.o_ﬁ,m:no 8 En move as well.

“I'm :i:& i:r va:_m mc_o...ﬁo
keep anything from the 1700s in
Prince William County,” he said.

Staff writer Matt Hourihan can be
reached at (703) 369-6591.




