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Update: Railroad replaces Aden Rd. bridge timbers; VDOT to reinspect |

continued from page 1 =

While VDOT is responsible
for all bridge inspections, the rail-
road is responsible for all upkeep
and maintenance on the Aden
Road bridge, according to local
sources.

The VDOT release said there
is “advanced deterioration of the
timber plank deck.” All compo-
nents of the bridge including su-
perstructure, substructure and deck
have “extensive deficiencies.” Re-
pair costs are estimated at
$830,000.

A traffic detour directs ve-
hicles to Fitzwater Drive and VA
28, creating additional congestion
at the intersection. The detour adds
less than a mile for drivers in either
direction. Detour signs are clearly
marked and easy to follow.

Brentsville District Supervi-
sor Wally Covington is unhappy
about the bridge closure. He said
a closure occurred about 10 years
ago under similar circumstances,
and he wants someone to take re-
sponsibility now.

He is working to determine
why the bridge is not maintained by
VDOT. Covington said there should
have been an ongoing maintenance
program in place by the railroad. He
said Norfolk Southern has “let the
community down repeatedly” by
not maintaining the bridge.

Covington said VDOT would
prefer to install a new bridge while
local residents would prefer to re-
store this historic landmark. “We're
going to keep digging,” Covington
said, into what can be done to main-
tain the bridge. He said preliminary
work is being done to open the
bridge to cars and light trucks.

With an update on the situa-
tion, VDOT's Northern Virginia
bridge engineer Nick Roper said
Norfolk Southern engineers are in
the process of “developing a plan to
repair or replace the deck.” Barring
any unforeseen developments,
Roper estimated it would be a
month or two before the bridge re-
opens. The bridge’s 6-ton weight
restriction will remain in effect, he
noted.

Robin Chapman, spokesman
for Norfolk Southern Corp., said in
an e-mail that his company has al-
ready replaced “the six deck timbers
that VDOT cited as the primary rea-
son for closing the bridge, but the
difference in thickness between the
new timbers and some of the old
ones created an uneven surface.” He
expects the railroad’s work to be
done in the next few weeks; then,
VDOT representatives will inspect
the bridge again.

Chapman said Norfolk South-
ern provides a cursory inspection of
the bridge on an as-needed basis. He
acknowledged the bridge's status on
the historic registry throws a

wrinkle in the type of work the rail-
road can provide. He said Norfolk
Southern’s responsibility is to
“maintain the bridge” in its current
design and capacity.

Roper and Chapman said they
are likely to discuss, along with
Prince William County transporta-
tion officials, the possibility of re-
placing the bridge with a “modern
structure,” while relocating the
current bridge to a recreational lo-
cation within Prince William
County.

Whatever the final outcome,
safety is the top priority. Accord-
ing to the VDOT Web site, “The
commonwealth has an aggressive
bridge inspection and safety pro-
gram.” Almost 100 VDOT bridge
inspectors conduct “between
11,000 and 12,000 inspections
each year,” the site said. All
bridges are inspected within Na-
tional Bridge Inspection standards.

The Aden Road closure
“proves VDOT's inspection pro-
gram in Virginia is working to en-
sure public safety,” Roper said in
the release. All Virginia bridges are
inspected at least once every two
years. Others, like the one on Aden
Road, are inspected annually.

Because it’s owned by the
railroad and inspected by VDOT,
the Aden Road bridge situation is
unusually complex. All parties in-
volved, including the railroad,
VDOT and Prince William
County, will likely work together
towards an optimal solution. Pre-
serving the bridge is important to
the local community. Public safety
is important to everyone. In a per-
fect world, the solution will incor-
porate both these ideals.
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The bridge on Aden Road in Nokesville has been closed until further notice.
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