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NOTE Map location number: PW38
NOTE Class: Home
NOTE Building date: ca. 1757
NOTE Building plan: Rectangular
NOTE Building material: Stone
NOTE Location: 5 miles north of Haymarket on Rt. 55.
NOTE Primary owners: Jonathan Chapman family, George Blight
The house was the center of a large plantation village with sawmills, gristmill,
tanneries, slaughter house, store, saloon and slave quarters for the 150 slaves.
NOTE Several trenches remain that once were graves of Civil War soldiers, since
removed. The Chapman graveyard is also nearby. Many of the outbuildings were
burned during the war.
NOTE Includes reminiscence of a former slave about life on the farm.
NOTE Includes information from tombstone inscriptions.
NOTE Includes description of the house and site. The large icehouse still stands.
NOTE Includes abstracts of title.
ggglﬁiT Also available on microfilm.
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CLASS : Home

TH? JONATHAN CHAPMAN HOMR SITR

Thia write-up is a part of the Virginia W.P. A. .
Historical - Inventory “Project - sponsored . by the
Virginia Conservalion Commission vnder the
direction of its Division of HlSlOl’} Credit to both
the Commission and W. P. A.is requested for
publication, in whole or in port. Unless otherwise
alaled, this informalion has not been checked for -
nccumcy by the sponsor,

Roséarch made by

Susan R, Nortonm,
Haymarket, Virgil:la.

June 28, 1937,
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SUBJEOTl .

'The Jonathan Ohupman Home Site..

LOGATIOH!-

Five miles north of Haynarket Vircinin, north side
of. Route #bS.A-

DATT®S.

‘Exact date mot known, but likely about the same time

as’ "Ghapman's Hill' 1757.
OWNWRS: '

This 1land was & grant from Lord Fairfax to Jomatham
Chapmam, amnd has never beem out of the family, althouy

. there have been small parcels sold from time to time,
- In 1876, when there wae a divisiom among some of the

5.

~ heirs,. there was sevem humdred twemty-four mores., It

is mow the property of Mr, George Chapman Blight and
his brother, Samuel Bli;ht having oome to them by in-
heritaloe._

DRSCRIPTION:

The house was destroyed by fire many years ago, amd
there are only the side wallé and a part of ome chim-

.mey stamdimg today. However, I have had a general de-

soription of it from "Unocle® Joe Ford, who was a wate:
boy at the old mamsion. The house was of stome, recta
lar im plan, comtaimed seven very large rooms, and alj

- a large outer kitohem. There was a porch across the e)

6

tire fromt, with stome pillars, I .am told that the in.
terior was very fime, with hand carved mantels eto.;
havin; been brought from lhgland.

“About forty feet to the north of the houae can be see)

the ivy covered roof of the huge ice house, this is ti

-omly ome of the out buildimgs - -that remain, but until

about three years ago, there was ome of the old cabins

& short distamce to the east. There are a few of the

fime old trees left that omce sheltered the house, bui
many of thém are dead; the omoe terraced gardem is a .
tangle of undergrowth and vimes, and trees and groumd
to the west, are 8 mass of !I;lish Ivy.

‘HISTORIGAL BIGNIFIOANOES_

This plaatation was ome 0f the most important places
in the ocommumity im the later half of the eighteenth

" cemtury, and ‘the early part of the mimeteemth. Here

were looated saw mills, ;rist nills, tannery, (aorosa



v

tne rum from the site of the presemt mill) slaughter
house, store and saloom, large slave quarters amd numerous
cabins, all of which made it a small village.

The Chapmans had about a hundred amd fifty slaves, there
being about the same mumber at”Blamtyre, less tham a mile
away, amd also at "Cloverlamd", a mide distamt. Thene was
a comstant imtercourse between the slaves on the three
plantatioms, and ome ex-slave, whose boyhood .was. .spent here,
said that the nights were filled with an umdertome of mys-
tery amd advemture for him, the visits from ome plamtation
to amother, (their Masters were all ocomsidered most kimd
and comsiderate) the somgs mnd the ghost stories that fill-
ed the childrem with such terror that they dreaded to vem-
ture out. Many of the young negroes were taught trades,
“there being ample opportumity with the varied’industries -

]

carried om om the place, .

‘There was & odiatant tide of trnwp;[throﬁthithe Gap, and
the mills amd store a matural stoppimg place. It is said
that the Chapman Mansdom wae always the seat of much hospi-
tality. S ' ' :

During the War Betweem the States, the sceme chamged, the
-them umcompleted mill was used as a storage house for the
meat that was killed im a slaughter house, (mot the ome
‘that was a part of the old plamtatiom) which 'was erected |,
olose to the rmm, several hundred feet to the southeast of
the mill, These were all burmed inm 1882, and thousamds of

pounds of meat destroyed, as well as many othqr*bu;;din;a.

To ‘the east of the old house is still o be seen the long

. tremch where there were thirty or more soldiers buried,

later to be remo¥ed, and it is said that it was mot umcom-
mom for some years after the war, to suddemly ocome upom &
hastily made amd oftem forgottem soldier's grave im the
adjoining woods and fields., ‘ iy _

‘Om the side of the mountaim, almost hidden by vimes amd
trees, two humdred feet or more from the ruims of the old
house, is® the Chapman buryimg groumd, emclosed by a fime
stome wall amd carpeted with white-flowered periwimkle,
There are many graves that have mo imsoriptiom whatever,
but the fact that large trees are growimg direotly over
‘them, proves they are old, Om many of the others, Time
has 80 obliterated the imsoriptiom that it was impossible
to read it. Om the largest and most pretemtious stome is
the followimg: "GRORGE CHAPMAN, by his wife®, . " -»

"To the dear Memory of our Mother, SUSAN PEARSON, comsort
of George Chapmam, bora May 2, 1780, died April 14, 1886,
'Under the shadow of Thy wimg I take my rest amd sleep'”,
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~ Imformants: Mr, George e, Bli;ht Haymarket, Virginia.
- ‘Mr, Adomiram Powell, Manaspas, Vir;inia, the late

- . Mr. William Beverley, of Broad Rum, Virgimia, and
"'Uhole" Joe Ford ~Broad Run, Virgixia.

Primoe Illliam County court Records._




