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The~/ast witness to war battle 
R~ Cll \HLES MILLS 

Marchmg 54 miles in 43 hours,Stone
•all Jack.son pa~~·ed through Thor· 
ough{are Gap, undiscovered I!' John 
Pope's Federal army. and rtached 
lhe r111lrood station at Bristow at sun· 
.et on .\ugust 26, 1862. 
That mght he captured the im· 

rcnse Umon supp!y depot at Nanas 
£ Junction Jackson ~~nt the 27th 
t >plv1ng his tr~ from the Ull10Cl 
urcs Earl\· m thP day a Fedenl 
Inga.Jc i.ndu Gern-ral G.W. Taylor 
"-' out by tram from Al~ndria to 
11 t& t111ate rwnol'1 of a cavalry raid 
o. ~ n 15. 

i,p.o> • 1 1 ng w1th1n a quarU:r ol a 
• 1u ., ri< Bui Run bridie the Fed
r .._ ,. nd the ra1l"'9d tr.a and 
l\tch paled lugh With the ~Iris of 
1-.o tra1ru. which had E11Caped from 
J<d.~on ·s men the tvenina befwe al 
3 " uw Fleeing llirOlllb the dart· 
nc J.& 10\' .trd Alexandria, the second 
Ir •Ill p wed into tbe rear of the lead· 
111~ one rcducmg both to wreckage 

Ta\ lor filed hi~ men across the 

railroad bridge on foot, deployed , 
and adyanced toward the Junction in 
three lines of battle. On the Liberia 
plantation, Taylor's troops ran into 
four brigades of A P. Hill's d1v1S1on 
which had come out to meet them: 
accompanied by Stuart's cavalry and 
several batteries. 

Shattered by the artillery lire and 
then attakced in front and on the 
flanks, the Federals were swept back 
acrou Bull Run Creek with 300 cas
ualues, including General Tavlor 
killed; the Federals fled northward 
toward Fairfax Court House. losing 
au their fJ9Wpment. 

This action. the dramatic prelude 
to the Second Battle of Mana!.SaS. 
surged around a brown stone build
iDg which witd recently seemed des· 
tmed for the wreckmg ba II 

As twilight approaches and thou· 
sands of bees seep into the gapping 
crevices of a crumbling brown ~tone 
house, II is hard to llllafUnt' that this 
derelict was once the headquarters of 
the mOl>t powerful army m the Con
federacy 

The papers or George C. Round, a 
llmon signal corps officer who be· 
came • prominent citizen of Manas 
sai; after the war, provided the key to 
unraveling the history of the "Conner 
House". Round's papers. unearthed 
by Manassas historian Van Naisa· 
weld. describe Manassas in 1865. 

Round refers to a stone house eHI 
of the city which served as the head 
quarters of General Joseph E. 
Johnston during the First Battle or 
Manassas, and as a held hospital af· 
ter the Second Battle of Manassas. 

Census and tax records indicate no 
other s tone house in the area except 
what is now called the "Conner 
House" 

Archaeological exc,1\'atlons con
firm the e\'ldence of the historical 
record~ Excavations conducted bv 
the Northern Virginia Communit)'. 
College produced an amw or Cavtl 
War artifacts Repairs mndt> under 
one window fnr damage done by a 
cannon shell are clearly '1s1ble. 

The east chimney. reported an w r1 l· 
mgs or the period to ha\'e been struck 

-See WITNESS. Page 7 

~Y cannon fire, ~hows signs of repair 

1 ortaons of the older stone chimney 
iave clelrly been replaced by other 

material 
Based on both archaeological and 

doc~entary evidence. the Virginia 
H1stor1cal Landmark Commasssaon 
recently added Ille Conner House to 
the state's official register of prop
erues worthy of preservation 

!he City of Manassas Park Wom· 
•n s Club has undertaken the formi
d.lble JOb of preserving. stabilizing 
and restori ng the house, a )Ob which 
wall cost an Mt1mated S35() 000 

Rescued from destruction at the 
last mmutl' the CoMer liou.~e stands 
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for future generations as a ha 
reminder of a tragic war (~ng,ng 
!'!er House is localed on cO . n· 
m Manassas Park near the~r Dnve 
mm1on School.> • ew Do-

Editor's ntoe. In an eflortto gen 
at~ interest among county reside~[; 
a !1 Promote tour Ism the 71 louncil of Prince William Coun~~m 
asked /oaf histor b ff. Y as 
articles which ...,.11( be u s lo submit 
pub/icauon m De\4'$ cons/~ for 
iCJJ/ period· 1 :papers and h1StOr· 

JCJl s. Articles should be 
::;1 W Historical A~vlsory Commit· 
lia'm ourlsm Council of Prince Wif. 
n,.,.,.,., County, p 0. Box 202 
~~~""uan. Va. 22125. • 
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