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REPORTER Morton, Susan R.
|Cottage Tavern site : survey report, 1937 July 21 / research made by Susan Rogers
e Morton.
4 leaves.
NOTE Map location number: PW211
NOTE [Class: Site and cemetery
NOTE Building date: Late 1700's
NOTE Building plan: Rectangular
NOTE Building material: Log, weatherboarded
NOTE Location: 5 miles from Occoquan on Rt. 638.
NOTE Primary owners: Rufus Davis, George Tansill, Oscar Chinn
The place stopped being a tavern before the Civil War and the owners turned to
NOEE shipping instead.
Includes description of the house, site and cemetery. The house was once on the
NOTE direct road from Alexandria to Fredericksburg, but the Telegraph Road was later
superceded by another. The Lynn, Moore family cemetery is nearby.
NOTE Includes transcription of a receipt for a boat and rigging.
NOTE Includes information from tombstone inscriptions.
NOTE Includes abstracts of title.
gglfi{lﬁRAT Also available on microfilm.
This write-up is a part of the Virginia W.P.A. Historical Inventory Project
ISSUING BODY |sponsored by the Virginia Conservation Commission under the direction of its
Division of History.
REPRODUCTION|Computer file. Richmond, Va. : Library of Virginia, 1998. 4 image files.
SUBJECT ICotta_g&avern (Prince William County, Va.)
SUBJECT Dwellings -- Virginia -- Prince William County.
SUBJECT Wooden-frame bui@gs - Virgig_i_ -- Prince William County.
SUBJECT Log buildings - Virginia -- Prince William County.
SUBJECT Taverns (Inns) -- Virginia -- Prince William County.
SUBJECT Architecture - 18th century - Virginia -- Prince William County.
SUBJECT Surveys. aat.
SUBJECT Abstracts of title -- Virginia -- Prince William County. aat.
SUBJECT Genealogies -- Virginia -- Prince William County. aat.

http://eagle.vsla.edu/cgi-bin/vhi.gateway?bib=0007-31660&conf=010000-++++++++++++H... 6/26/2003



* VTLS-Web Gateway: Bibid Lookup Page 2 of 2

SUBJECT Receipts. aat.

ADDED ENTRY |Chinn, Thomas, informant.

ADDED ENTRY |Foukels, William, Mrs., informant.

ADDED ENTRY |Ledman, W.E., informant.

ADDED ENTRY |Selecman, G. D., informant.

ADDED ENTRY __|Virginia Historical Inventory Project.

ADDED ENTRY |Virginia Conservation Commission. Division of Histo

ADDED ENTRY |United States. Works Prog:ess Administration.
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SUBJECT

Cottage Tavern Bite.

LOCATION3

North of Routa #658, five miles from Occoquan, Virginia. This is

_ the old Telegraph Road-

DATEI

Probahly built in the latter part of the eighteenth century. It was
considered a very old house seventy-five years ago, and a man recent
1y died whose father was horn there and this man himaalf wap over

eighty.

OWNERS:

It has been impossible to located any of the old deeds and as the -
land in that -section was owned by Davis and ‘lynn and as there are
many deede for small parcels of land ¢lose by, it is hard to deter-
mine which is the one. The only shre deed is in 1890 and recorded

‘in Deed Book 39, folio 365, .It is the transfer of "a part of Gottag

Tavern tract to George W. Tansill from Rufus Davis, with } acres re-
served for a graveyard. Two years later Tansill cut up the tract -
which, so I have been told, was peveral hundred acres, into small
parcels and the part on which the tavern stood wae sold to Oscar

Ohinn, a colored man who lived there until his death a few years ag

" This sale is recorded in Deed Book hg., folio 3. It is still .owned’

5%

by Oscar Ohinn B hairs.
DESORIPTION:

There io nothing left to tell the paseser-by that there was once a
place for the weary traveler to pause and refresh himeelf. The onl;
part of the old landscape left are two unusually large white oaks
that are near the road snd that once guarded the entrance. Among
the thick undergrowth are bits of the old garden, lilacs and roses.
Fifty feet in from the road the foundations of the house can be fow
hidden in the dense tangle of shrub.and vine. There is also a larg
open well close by the house .eite, Further back in the -trees,: are t|
ruine of some 0ld log buildings and the remaine of an orchard. Aei
from the graveyard which is several hundred yards to the north of %
house, in what are now thick woods, there is nothing left of the’

_Physical remains of the historie place. Until.a few years ago the

old house was partly standing and there are still some people who c
give a word picture of .it. It was a large house, probably of eight
or ten rooms, my informant could not remember,of log construction,

weatherboarded over, rectangular in form with dormers in front and

porch that. extended the entire length in front. There were two ver
large brick chimneys at the ends, and &s the bricks were in excelle
condition, they were sold some years ago. Taking away the chimneye

caused the houge to collapse and finally the wood ¥ae gradunlly oar
ried away .
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AP thqre are any. outatanding hiatorieal eventa oonneoted with this
site there peems to be no way of connecting them today. ihen the

new Highway was put through the road bed was changed at Neabsco, g
ing south of the original road that is still known as the Telegrap

Road, but it once was .the direct way from Alexandria to Fredericke

\ burg and beyond, and it was on this road that the mail was carried

It was known as the Post Road before it became known as the Tele-

. graph Road. Therefore, this was a likely.site for ordinaries, and

thie one is said to have done a large business.  There have doubt-
less been many personages of note in the history of the country wh
have sought its hospitality. Ae thie was only {ive miles from Occ
quan, ‘where there wae a brisk trade carried on with foreigh ports,
and also on the road that-led from the court house for people goin

“north from Dumfries, it probably was a busy spot in the past.

. A neighbor told me that sévoral'yoarn dgo a large tree was felled

in the yard, which had embedded several inches into the wood, iron
ringe that had.evidently been used as hitohing rings for the patro
who came on horaabaok.

: The_following item I found in .an old court record at the court ho

Seymove: Lynn was one of the owners and the original Tangill farm w

‘in the neighiorhood: This would indicate that after the tavern wa
discontinued, which wae some years before the War Between the Stat
according to local tradition that the family interests were in

: nhipping.

. "Seymore Lymn borrowed nine hundred dollars from Samuel Tanpill on
~a long boat named "Whig of Alexandria", together with the sails an

riggings, aleo long boat named "Andrew Jaokaon“, aleo seven hundre
.corde of nood, cut and stored L

The old graveyard is surrounded by an iron fence but there are man
stones that are outside of the enclosure and others, both in and ¢
that have no inscription, and from the appearance of the stones, t
are the oldest. The inscriptions-that I could make out follow. - 1]
whole place is ankle deep in periwinkle and a profusion of ancient

~box almost hide many of the graves.

- MJulia F. Lynn, wife of R. G Davia, died Noveumber 7th., 1850, age

'Hnud Ae Hoora, died Sept. 27th., 1881 7 mo., 7 days. 5
"Edwin Moore, Feb.-lBj?,—--Aug. 1916. Near - My God to Thee. ™

An msmory of my Beloved uife, May M, Moore, born Sapt 22, 1840,

_ died January hth., 1882.0

’James b Moore, di ed Noveber hth., 1865, aged 3 yr. 11 monthe.”

“John E. Hoore, died February 3d, 1680, aged 5 yra. ) montha.



e I A R

T "T“JD ERI) A 30

bt

.'-‘St_orlj.ng Moore, died B.ept-.. 1_5th.,_1879., _aged 8 months, 9 days."

8. SOURGES OF INFORHATIONI

.'lnfomhnt-nl Mr. G, D, Selceman of Occoquan, Virginia-
, ; ' Mr. W. E. Ledman, Manapsas, Virginia. :
;: ' : "Uncle" Thomas Chinn, Agnyville, Virginia.
i ' Mre. William Poukels, Bethal, Virginia,

Court Records, Prince 'ﬂ;niim' County, Virginia.



