Prince William County is a
wasure house of old colonial
vmes. “Effingham,” once
e home of John Alexander,
iands as a magnificent type
f colonial architecture.

“Effingham” was bequea-
ted to Colonel William Alex-
ader, great-grandson  of

ohn Alexander, who secured’

' grant of about 6,000 acres,
thich included Hunting Creek,
‘here the city of Alexandria
ow stands. During the in-
rvening years many land
nanges and transfer of titles
» the farms and estates were
sade, Effingham being no
xception.
L] * *

Situated near the crossroads
f the village of Aden, the
use has a commanding
iew of lush pasture lands
rith  woodland forming a
urtain  drop towards the
outhern exposure. Too, here
me sees the terraced gar-
lens which enhance the beauty
f this historic mansion.

This terraced garden is
eported to have been the only
ne of its kind during the
ays Effingham was in its
irime. The present owners are
estoring these gardens to
heir former existence.

* L4 -

It is thought that Effingham
as built about 1765, or per-
aps earlier, thus making it
200-year old house.

The structure is two-storied
-ame, of rectangular shape
ith a gabled A" roof with
n extension forming a porch.
his extension is supported
y attractive columns, thus
iving the house a colonial
ppearance.

The lines of the structure
re somewhat broken by the
sirs of narrow chimneys
t each end of the building.
hese are reminiscent of the
eriod when Effingham was
uilt.

Where the original founda-
on was at one end of the
use is still visible.

* L] * .
Supporting the house from
1e basement are huge hand-
ewn beams—16x16—under
¢ entire structure, with
eavy suprorts and framework

all tying into the large beams.

Effingham has nine rooms
together with basement and at-
tic. Much of the trim through-
out the entire house is of
stained oak and chestnut,
while some of the panelling

and doors are stained a soft’

walnut tone, .

The decorative moldings
and detail work are unique.
It is thought that this was all
hand wrought. The two par-
tially hidden stairways to the
second floor were considered
a necessity in days gone by.

Throughout the entire home
the owner has collected, or had
designed, the most suitable fur-
nishings, wall coverings and
paintings, together with every
adornment in perfect con-
formity to the period when
Effingham housed persons of
Revolutionary fame.

The crystal chandelier,
corner cupboards, grandfath-
er clocks, brasses, besides
other decorative accompani-
ments, makes one feel glad
there are still those who ap-

preciate and value these his- -

toric treasures. The hall is
wide and handsome leading
from the front to the back
door,

* * -

Close by the main building
stands the original smoke-
house. This is of square de-
sign, covered with clapboard
and a four sided roof.

Once inside, the odor and

smoke and oils from the
meats have permeated the
entire building. Also, quite

noticeable is the salt which

has formed on the beams
during the curing process.
Hams and other cuts of

meat cured in those days
were at their best after being
cured for a year or more.

A little further on the lawn
is a well which now has a
hand pump to replace the old
windlass bucket type, but the
original catch basin cut from
a solid native sand stone
remains intact, even com-
plete  with  the drain.

* - -

Among one of the many
necessities of that area was
the blacksmith's shop. Not only
were these smithy shops
used in the shoeing and the

making of shoes for the horses
but for all types of iron fix-
tures for use on the place—
hinges, latches, locks, hoes, .
rakes, farming equipment, be-
sides the many repairs which
necessarily would have to be
made.

The present owner of Ef-
fingham wanted the old
smithy shop on the place. Con-
sequently, he went to con-
siderable work to have the
original shop rebuilt, largely

‘from stones from which the

: and

- to thrive an

: -
a
former one lay so long 1IN

heap.

* *
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