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l.iss Callie Colvin
12035 Hzzglwood Dr. .
Nokesville, Virginia '
22123 790 - 7/

" Deer Ligss Colvin:

Your letter concerming the threct to build a2 dan on Cedar
Run which would materially damage your property near Nokesville, ..
has reached me, to my considerable dismay. That there shculd be
any proposal to . destroy this historic landmark, mpde by informed
- plormers, seems hard to believe. Ly ovm interest, as a descendant
of the Foote fomily, ploces me in 2 position to give its history
gnd I am only too glad to do so if it will be of any help.

"Truro”™ and "Hazelwood" beyond any questiun.are_parf af the
Brent Tovn Trzct granted 10 Jamuary, 1687, by Thomas, Lard Culpeper,.
containing 30,000 acres "on both sides of the Southwest and North-—
tast branches of Ocaquan Creek (Cedar Run and Broad Run) and from
thence toward the mountains". The grantees were four menjy Nichalas
Haywzrd of Landon, merchent; Richard Foote, Hayward's aun-iﬁriaw,._n
Robert Bristoe of London, merchont and George Brent of 'woodsxuckP; i
planter. Their origiral .intent was to provide a refuge far French
Huguenots evicted from Fronce as a result of the revocatioﬁ of the
edict of Mantes in 1685.

to Irdizn at+ack -to attrnct rany settlers. It was directly on the
shenandonlt Hunting Yath which passed throuch or ncar the village of
Scowoeno,used by the tribes mumially to raach the Carolinas. The Brents
bailt - bloel:houne nenx Uwwezo, but it did little to reas:ure the
prostective gsettlers., Lot wwatil the Wrcaty of the ILong House ip 1720
reovel the Indiang west of the hlue Ridgse, did 360?10 Teel it sote to
setile thcre.
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canvshile the Brent Tovmn Tract wzc split between the origincl
ovmess. On the death of liicholag hoyord, the heirs sold tieir shore
exceot, of coursc, for the part that fell to Hester ilayward viho mar—
the ;ounger Richard Foote. The Bristoes hung on to theirs anly to
lose it after the Revolution as alien owners.. George Brent sold most
of his part to the Fitzhugh family who settled there. Richard Foote,
1666—1725_,Il son of Richard and Hester (Hayward) Foote, settled in St.
Paul's Parish, Stafford County, and his son built "Cedar Grove" there..
This Richard Foote, 1704-1762, fourth of the name, married Ilatherine
Foszzler. On his death he left "Cedar Grove" to his eldest daughier,
who rarried the Rev. William Stuart. To his eldest son Richord, he
left that part of the imrmense Foote dividend of the Brent Towm Tract
that lay in Prince ¥William County. Young Richard, b: 3 Feb. 1729, had
becn established there some years before his father's death »and had
built "Truro®”, named for the family horme in Cormwall. There was almast
certzinly a EEE}g.on the place to Yseat™ it, according to the terms of
the.Culpeper grant,and the land had been under'cultiratinn.a.lnﬁg'tima;[
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Richard Foote, 1729-1779, married Largaret Helm, daughter of
Lyncugh and Hester (Edrington) Helm, and kad five children at "Frura®.

*f;/l. villiam Hayward, ca. 1765-1846. Adopted by his aunt Elizabeth Foote,
., Viife of Lund Vashington and inherited "Hayfield"™ adjoining "Lount
Vernon.

2. Richard, 1768-1834, inherited "Truro".

3. Catherine, 1769-1831, m: Col. John Stuart Alexander, my'gr- gr; gr;
rondfather.

4. izcria, died young. buried at "Truro" 1784. :
5. Zlizabeth, b: ca. 1775. m: Dr. Join Chiro, roved to Iississinpi.

Ahen Rlch_rd Foote died in 1779, his u1dof married Jolm Thornton

Fitczlagh and continued to reside at "Truro“. .hen her son Richard came

of 2gze in 17589,he took his share of his father's vproperty which included
the old cobin and,about the time of his rmarricge iv 1803, built adjoin-—

ins it o fiuc house which he called "intelwool" which still gtiunds.

Youi ... 0., hecguuse it hos beon your hotie rost oo conr life.

‘eiby in the Colvin/Feote fordly comewnsyr, (in aadlition to thosce
o yo. o forily swliose meaaes are betber owm o rou), lie tla follawizs
pnet'vars of the Foote fonily, whogse graves you hove co careiully rinin—

toincd for S0 Ly yelrse
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L., .iehard Poote, 1F29=17719, vwhoot grave retains ita fine rorke:r.
2. .~len Gibbons (Stuart) Foote, 1776-1313, first wife of Richard
Foote, 1768-1434 (con of the zbove).

3. 1ucy (Taliaferro) Foote, 1771-1819, sccond wifc of Richord Foote,
1768-1:\34.

Lo ~ry Ann or.Laria Foote, 1770-17%4.
Therz2 z2re other graves atl "Truro", uncorked or :r.t least now without
he~dctones. Among then are children of Richord and Helen Gibbons (Stuart
Foote: . ' _ ; .
' 5, ilelen laria Foote, b: 18C3, died in infancy.
6. -Dichard Stuart Foote, b: 1807, died in infoncy.

vPruro” was built about 1755 and was occupied by the Fitzlmghs faor some
yezrs after the death of Richard Foote in 1779. I da nat kmaiw when the
Colvins acquired both properties but it was between the lzst Foote burial
ir. 1819 and that of George li. Colvin in 184l. You have more an these
dates ‘than I have, but only two'families, the Footes and Colvins have
far—ed this land for sbout twao hundred and fifty years.. What was mode
posczible by the Treaty of the Lang House in 1722 nmay bBe made Impossible
by an unwise action in 1977. If this is what is ca2lled.progress inm
Virginia today then they must care very Iittle indeed for their herxtage.

Upon rather brief examination of the ald cabhin jainmed to "Hazel-—
yoad" made some years ago, I found indications that it was indeed z _
surviving example of a cabin built to "seat™ a tract- o:t. Iznd. If sa it
could be one of the oldest structures left standing ix Prince w*mmm:
" Coun*y. Lore coreful examination by trained experts might prove: ur-‘t. P
distrove this belief. Certainly, until every bit of inforration is-
obtzined, it would be crinincl to even consider anything that nmight endeong
its r-'='cur':|.’cy..

Ver;} _..,1ncerely

C)/(’lgj,é o

Phorog Triplett iussell, Feldoleod.
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This...I'd Die’

JITOR'S NOTE: Household

iter, once taken for granted by -. - ‘“‘As long as I'm able

st consumers, has become long "
controversy and short on supply
the last four months because of
> summer drought and the stress
),000 Northern Virginians put on

> Occoquan Reservoir. To in-
rase the amount of water Prince
lliam countians will have to draw
)m in the future, the supervisors
ve asked that a new water im-
undment be built on Cedar Run,
urnal Messenger staff writer
isty Larson has taken a look at the
iter shortage, the solutions and
w the Cedar Run would affect the
unty. Here is the first of her
ports.

By KRISTY LARSON
JM Staff Writer ]

Callie Colvin’s roots are deep.
ey reach every corner of her 305
re farm in Nokesville. They twine
ound her home, ‘‘Hazelwood,'
ilt in 1803. . 4

she is the land's product. and
retaker. -
But like a tree by a stream—
able to stand any longer against

: constant erosion of its soil—
liss Callie" too, may have to bend
th the times.

Her property is among the 178
reels which will be flooded if the
oposed Cedar Run dam is built.
e $57.1-million impoundment
:nned just upstream from the .
nfluence of Cedar and Broad Run .
I flood about 3,200 acres in
entsville District near Nokesville.

e county has applied for con-
“uction permits and the
reaucratic process has begun. If
3jor problems can be avoided, the
m could be operation by 1980.

Al age 85, Miss Callie—as she is
Jed by her friends and neigh-:
rs—still prides herself on the fact - *

| .:._mmHnn_.:a ﬁc_in._m_ home (top) is :.:.om_:m:n..u_ _

if ﬁ.,._m.g. H:: dam mm_r.::.r Visitors seldom _mm<n .

d__!!..—r.,...u LI | ... a®

.
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that she is actively farming. .. - |
to go, I'm
gone,” she says. .- . 7l el

She has 60 head of beef cattle,
which she raises to help pay for the
taxes on her farm, and leases some -
of the land to the Earhart family to
work. B :

Miss Callie has a tractor and says
she helped with the planting this
year. With obvious pride, she shows
an ear of corn from this year's crop.
While the kernels are shriveled due
to the summer's drought, the ear is
large. This is what people call prime
farmland. '

“Can you imagine what this would
look like if we had rain?" asks Miss
Callie.

She can't conceive of anyone
destroying the beauty, history or
productivity of this land. i

“This farm is producing food.
Look at how high prices are today,”
she says. “The taxes are terrific. If
they put the dam up, where are they
going to get the taxes?”

Miss Callie’s house sits on a knoll
just up a piece from Cedar Run.
Trees line the creek and fences
seperate the low lying fields.

She figures that her 19th century
home would be surrounded by water
making it impossible to live there if
the dam is built. The exact areas to
be flooded have not yet been
determined by the county. .

She suggests that water for the
eastern end of the county be piped
from the Shenandoah River or a
dam be built on Bull Run rather than
on Cedar Run.

The 85-year-old farmer notes that
her land has been in only two

families for about 250 years. The
previous family built her home
‘‘Hazelwood' in 1803 and her
grandfather acquired the land in
See “Cedar Run' on A-3
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claim the land.

Miss Callie hasn't always lived at
‘‘Hazelwood" and worked the land.
She was born and raised there and
was the youngest of eight children of
Lizzie and Calhoun Colvin.

She attended a girl’s college
Southern Seminary in Buena Visla
for two years. But at age 27, Miss
Calli set off to do missionary work,

“I look to the Lord’s work’ .
myself,” she says, explaining that
she was a religious child and carried >
her beliefs with her in adulthood. -
. She travelled with roving
evangelists up and down the east
coast. Miss Callie recalls that she
rigged up an amplifying system and
would broadcast in towns for local
politicians for money.

Then she'would have enough funds
to do her work providing those
without money with clothes and
other goods, helping the sick and
treating the destitute.

. In 1932 she stopped travelling and
lived in Rochester, N.Y. and.
carried on her missionary work, -

“It was interesting work,” she
recalls. ‘““The problem with welfare
today is that they don’t investigate. 1
would go to help a family and find
out who was sick, what they needed
. and all of the facts.” iy
. While in her 40s, Miss Callie was
7. called home to visit her dying

mother. She remembers leaving
Rochester at 2 a.m. and never

T e sy b :
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#.. mother related from h
R .a.,w.._.z, it had

She believes that part of the house 4 it It had no effect and the doctor %
may have been constructed around a * . 101d’ Lizzie Colvin that Miss_Callie

cabin built in about the mid 1700s to - ' sﬁ,ﬁ__.sn to die. In fact, Miss Callle

* .... ) - lwﬂj oy .._..‘_.ﬂ.._...
When Miss Callie
was born, she became critically in’
and the local doctor was called, her
er sick bed.”"
Some medicine was prescribed, .

Says her mother told her: the' :
pronor mother told her, E.Enﬁ.m

dead‘and
b B B
“But .z.—oc....n.u.._i nﬂ. ﬂw%.r

She had just lost'a’ baby the'year 2
before,” says Miss Callie s #es45% &

“Mother was a praying woman i[2 &
there ever was one,”” she reca
“She folded her hands- and_said
‘Lord, if you give my baby back to}

me, I'll give her to you for"your'y:
work.”” s %.._wc §
Miss Callie says that. she’ _
massaged her mother as she'had%t
done for so many people she had
worked for as a missionary and got %
her mother up again before she:
-returned to Rochester. _

When she left, Lizzie Colvin asked .
to see Miss Callie one last time. “I::
prayed for you every day since
you've been gone,’’ is what her "
mother said. D e

““That's remarkable how she told ¢
God that, and I didn't know it until I.
was in my 40s,” says Miss Callie.:i:%"

She came home for good in 19487
when a sister was ill and could no#
longer take care of the farm. And »*
this is where she wants to live out.".
her days, feeding her cattle, helping,
with the farming and doing the daily, .~

chores, PP
“If they were to take this away
and give me a little house, I'd die,”’;
says Miss Callie. g - Gi2EeR
S 3 = gt
_oo_.o-;nn_._:.u._..




