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City considers fate of dmm..wmsﬁ_é ¥
stone granary on Lake Manassas

By CLINT SCHEMMER Washington and Lee families. | tor Harvey says. “‘We think it's plain as the nose
DT FrTOnIag NS The granary is the oldest structure in the ﬁﬁﬂgﬁﬂﬁg_&_ flood an 18th-
Isolated in the ost reach of Lake Ma- n_é.mg.énﬁ_ m_ﬁis y (i »
nassas, tucked a rocky hill off Buckland 2 combination of ¢ dustry by Debutts Harvey
Road, stands an 18th-ce stone granary and his ancestors, a two-decade-old engineering i
once considered a cor ty fixture. decision and disinterest by the Fairfax County that Manassas controls. iy
The three-story mill ing. not eight Park Authority. s T8 Hpoft: came WORL the Fridest Willian 3
feet from the water’s edge, is a familiar land- _ In the late 1960s, as Manassas labored to ? Commission, which was re-
mark to the fow fshermen wha angl the lake's build its 5.8-billion-gallon reservoir, the Fairfax Sites to be incorporatec within & ks
q‘
truc-

narrow headwaters. Called parks agency salvaged Kinsley Mill but left toric district proposed around Buckland.
the structure is one of four known s granary to which it was attached. The agency Kinsley b fall in the district, whose
tures left standing in Prince William, a county ~carted off the three-story mill, p ying Debutts have not been decided, says Mavis [
that once boasted more than 75 grist mills along  $500 for the damage done in hauling the lumber Stansfield, the county planner who assists the 1
its creeks and streams, across his property: : X commission. - )
- To most le, however, it has been out of “They were <e.m careful in taking it down, Manassas councilmen, told 17 months agoof |
sight, out of mind. Until recently, the grana and I was _.EwE or them to have it, recalls the granary’s precarious position, discussed it |
. was unknown to top Manassas of! Em.ﬁis_.m Debutts, who lives in Upperville but still owns for the first time this past March. They re-
1ies on city land, within the ring of land around 15 acres beside the granary. “The reservoir viewed a Feb 1986 memorandum from the
the lake that Manassas owns. wasn't something I wanted to see built, but Ma- city Historical Committee, which suggested
In two or three years, the city will raise its nassas had to have the water. It was a nec- three ways to save the granary:
dam downstream on Broad Run, flooding the essary :EM‘. g iy e Negotiate with the devel of an ad-
. granary's lakeside perch. Today, Kinsley’s millstones and big timbers joining golf resort, the Robert Trent Jones In-
-> ‘“There's no way they can preserve the thing are part of Colvin Run Mill, a restored grist mill ternational, to move the granary to their site
,dun_anmQEQ%B_:mmwaﬂEnrmam.Um,E"Emﬂwiwaﬁmﬂwgﬁozﬂogﬁs Va. much as Ridge Development Co. reconstructed

“Dutts, whose family owned and ran the mill and 7 between Reston and Tysons Corner. _ amill in Lake Ridge as the centerpiece of Tack-
* granary for nearly two centuries. ‘‘The water's Fairfax bought the mill at Colvin Run in ett’s Mill shopping center.
1964, spent years reconstructing it, and o @ Move the building, at the city’s expense, to

- ;already high up there." structing a
*7" To Manassas historians, that's a disquieting it in 1972 as a county historic site, says Merni a Manassas site such as the 12-acre city park
“‘prospect. They're asking the city to help pre- Fitzgerald, a park authority spokeswoman. It planned near Quarry Road and Liberia Avenue.
+ Serve this rare relic from George Washington’s remains a popular tourist attraction. e Salvage its cut stone and hewn beams for
.era, In Manassas, history buffs hope the granary Some city building project, or sell the granary
* “It's valuable — one of the few 18th-century  will meet a similarly useful fate and avoid a ?_..h._cn.h salvage.
“sstructures left in Prince William County,” says walery grave. e City Council indefinitely postponed any
+Douglas Harvey, curator of the Manassas City The city, whose dam keeps the lake's surface action, leaving it to staff members and the His-
Museum. at 285 feet above sea level, intends to install torical Committee to propose a more specific
o “old g#&u@m like it, that had a cﬁwuﬂﬂmum» or floodgates that will raise the reservoir another w&ﬁ.ﬁa. i Gt Manag
‘scommercial use, are very uncommon . five feet, says Wade Whetzel, supervisol 3, most sensible answer, City er
-{The others have been torn down .. and this Ewm municipal St plant. foe John Cartwright says, is to find a private indi-
{awill be endangered when the water level rises.” The project, which Whetzel said the city vidual or organization that will salvage the
* The granary, still in sound condition, is be- probably wil begin engineering next year and building. . ) ,
lieved to date from 1794, when a court granted  build within two to three years, should increase “To relocate it and set it down by itself on a
‘¥ights to adjacent Broad Run to John and the reservoir’s capacity fo about 7.2 billion gal- -P/ec® of public land, as a granary, wouldn't
: es Love. They were the sons of prominent ~ lons. It will also inundate the granary’s ground have much educational or public interest va- :
) Samuel Love, who built nearby - floor. lue,” Cartwright says. “It’s got to be made part Undergrowth and brush have sprung up around the building
~;Buckland Hall, a handsome three-story stone “We want the city to deal with this before of 8 whole story about how mills operated in with the approach of summer. The mill has been forgotten

:manse that later was home to members of the they plan to raise the [reservoir] level,” cura- —See GRANARY, Page E9 by all but the history buffs who study Manassas’ past.
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