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By BETTY CALVIN

A new wrinkle in

.doption nl'
Ylanning 04
lan camie m Hul
vhen the Piince

the
Powell’s
deye ﬁ' ment

ht Thursday
iVilliam Board

1‘|'\L-

f Supertizors discussed  the
Wdvants s of locating a
sounty park at Freestone :
vint. . }
Because of disagreement |
wwer how much of the plan
hould be adopicd and for
hat purposes, decisions were |
hnce azcin postponed, this
ime until Sept. 9.

Freestone Point contains

nbout SO0 acres and has been
wed for many years by the
American-llawaaian Steamship
Co. It at one time was the site
bf elaborate recreational
facilities with a
'eading out into the water to a
.‘..nblmr boat. Known as one
bf the most beautiful picces of
undeveloped property in

Northern Virginia, the site has
heen described as “the only
possible location for a county

park on the Potomuc River.”
Originally mentioned in the

county-wide master pln,
#“Open Spaces 1990,
submitted to the Board of
Supervisors in 1970 by the
varks and Recreation
Departmept, the park plan is a
develop| "nt scheme which
incorplorales revenuec
producing| facilitics such as a
golf coursd, a marina for small
boats, a miniature railway and
a campground.
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¢ Leesylvania Plantation, the

! home of the grandparents of
i Robert E. Lee and the
b birthplwe of “Lijut Horse
Harry” Lee, a Revolutionary
War hero and a former

g of Virzinia; Charles
Lee, a fermer attor: 1y general

of the United Statu : Richard
Bl aid sluiee S first
Congressiman from . ‘orthern
Virginia; Ediaund Jennings
Iuc mayor of Alexandria; and
other members of the Henry
Lee family.

The property alsc contains
1e Lee-Fai the

tl irfax cemetery;
i homeszof Henry Fairfax; and
the :sitéof Civil War gun
emplacements which were
located at the tip of the point
to control \':lm\cc shipping to
wand from Washington.
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The design of the park
involves day use and wee'-2nd
facilitics for total fuaily

recreational opportunities. It
would include a day camp area

for the Scouts, church and
civic groups, athletic fields for
adults and youth; an

ainphitheater for olucatioml
and recreational purposes; a
children’s zoo to be built with
money raised through private
donations; and a nature center
and naturc-historical trail
system. The existing pools at
the site probably could be
renovated at [ar less cost than
the price of a new pool.

The present access to the
point is under the railway

rectle  which  snans Powell’s

Dol

residents. Persens in vehicles
with county or town lss
would be admitted [ree of

charge.

RAY VADEN, parks and
recreation  director, told the
supervisors Thuisday that the
owners of the property were
contaeted in Movember of
1970 and were interested in
seeing the property become a
county park. “This is the only
site available and the owner is
amenable,” he explained.

Henry Bibber, assistant
planning dirccter, frowned on

the possibility that only part’

of the Powell’s Plan would be
adopted at this time. “It’s all
or nothing; act on all of it or
leavé it all in abeyance,” he
advised.

Dr. AJ, Ferlazzo, Dumfries
District, noted that an *ultra
condominium high rise, like
Watergate” might be built on
this site, “I don’t want it
designated for a park until [
sce what the owners want to
do,” hesaid. -

Izaak Walton Ieader Tom
Yowell of Brentsville opposed
this possibility. “This is the
only property on the river that
could be uscd for a county or
regional park; it could be a
revenue-producing park for the
park authority,” he said.
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('. | acey Compton,
Rrancssas lasvyer, sned one of
0] '!. pyers representing  the

Cafritz’ t. r‘:Iy, the major land
holder in the Powell’'s area,
grumibled that the plan had
veen pending for two years.
“We want a resolution of what
and how the lad is going to be
developed.” 1le v l;;cLI lh.l( at
least the part lying between
US. 1 and the railway be
okayed.

" Richard Nageotte,
Woodbridge attorney
representing the Melson family,
which owns a 200-acre parcel
within the plinning area, said,
“All our ¢ ‘cr-l.nn is based
on a completed p! u; it docs
not have to be inflexible,

however.”

FERLAZZO S..1D HE
FEARED that a park would
maise \.x!.nmug in the river
more attractive. “The waler is
dangerous thev; about a half a
dozen people have drowned in
the currents.”

Edwin Brown, a candidate
tfor the Occoquan supervisor’s
Tpost, ""'J“{L up in suppml of
!Vaden. “We'll have a park and
recreation anllmnly within a

{ month; it will necd desirable
j land sites for revenue-
¢ preducing facilities.”
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. which included a miniaiure
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vears, and anchored her a few
fect off the shore al Freestone
"Point. A big p'er Jeading from
mc shore to the boat, pwcd

the way for those Virginians
rushing headlong into perdi-
tion.

Permit Power Revoked

After much outery {rom
temperance circles, the Mary-
}avd Legislature finally took
away e Charles County's
power to pcmm drinking and
gambiing on the river.

The svndicate went bank-

spent in development of a
large remcmmal complex -

several swimming
pools, and other amusements.
Apparently the other atirac-
tions f{ailed to draw customers
without the gambling and
drinxs.

The notoriety of Freestone
Point, dating from that time,
tended to overshadow its more
illustrious history.

Some officials of the Lee So-
cicty of Virginia feel it is their
“‘ancestral plantation.”

Mrs, Eleanor Lee Temple-
m‘m, scerctary. of the Sociely
o. the Lees of h"gmm said
"the carly members of the Lee

family cstaplished their fami- |

Iv's. home, “Leesylvania,” on
alarge tract of land on Free-
stone Point.

The grandparents of General
Robert E. Lee lived there and
are huried there. Adjacent to
the Lee graveyard there is a
Fairfax hm:i/ gr'\\cxmd
vhere many members of the
family Fairfax County is
named for are buvied, The
TFairfax family bought the Lee-
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tipline Dought Land
Later, the land was sold to
other interests. The latestina
long line of owners is the

'I*w ‘aiian-American Steam-

ship line, conirolled by ship-

* ping magnate Daniel K. Lud-
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Alexandria real estate bro-
ker Robert Duncan szid the
land once again is for sale, Ie
said the owners were interest-
ed in having it hecome a park,
“but want a reasonable retur
on their investment.” -

He declined to comment on
what p—zce tu'- owners wanted
for the land, and county ofii-
cials said it would be up to

-them to negotiate a fair price.

Ray Vaden, county park and
reereation director, said the
several swimming pools there
could casily be.repaired and
put into use, e said this
would be cheaper {han buiid-
inz complelely new facilities.

With the ha;e nopulation ex-
pansion in Eastern Puncc Wil-
Liam County znd Northern Vir-
ginia in general, the im'k easi-
ly could repay much of its
purchase and cdevelopment
cost through fces, he said. Tke
paii could have 2 golf course,

-miniature railroad, and minia-

ture paddlehoats.
Longz-Term Proposition

But Vaden and other offi-
cials realize it would take sev-
eral years to buy and develop
the park. The counity would
have to veote on park bonds,
and federal aid would be need-
ed.

The Freestone Point area is
in the Dumfiries Magisterial
District, and the supervisor
from that district, Dr. A. J.

. Ferlazzo, is a s*ro-w supporter

of the cuunt}"s pa‘.'k and recre-
ation program,
Feriazzo said he was busi-

- cally in favor of the plan for

the arca, including the pro-

: poscd pm‘k designation on tie

master plan, but wes skeptical

* about its develop: ‘c'h com I c
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