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Liberia
extension
could be
costly

By MYRON STRUCK
JM Managing Editor

Redesigning the Liberia Avenue
extension to create a link at Va.
Route 234 that aligns with
Brentsville Roa;i could dela(}; the
project by up to four years and cost-
the county $15 million, according to
the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation. - -

J.G. Browder Jr., VDOT's chief
engineer, has told Manassas City
Coundlman Ulysses “Xerk” White
that adding $13.5 million for new
right-of-way costs and up to $2 mil-
lion in engineering costs, mainly
associated with environmental
impact statements, could signifi-
cantly increase the existing costs of
the highway.

The Liberia Avenue extension,
which would link the Prince
William Parkway with Dumfries
Road (Va. Route 234) and create a
high-speed through route from
Interstate 95 west to Interstate 66
remains beset by resident concerns.

At public meetings, concerns
were raised about the fact that the
extension project did not directly
link with Brentsville Road.

The two roadways are separated
at Dumfries Road by the length of a
football field — some 100 yards.

The engineering work on the
highway avoided the direct link
because of the need to skirt 2 his-
toric property, known as the Bradley
tract.

There has also been concern about
whether there should be a clover-
leaf interchange connecting the
roadway with the extended Va.
Route 234 about a half-mile
north of the planned new link at
Dmfcrlig xdgh?us cloverleaf has
been Limstrong inter-
change.

At a May 6 public hearing, 33 res-
idents si; a petition i
e T
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Robert W. Wilson, director of pub-
lic works for the county, will pro-

a staff recommendation to the
3 ince WllliamTB:s;rd gfa Cot;rhtg
upervisors on Tuesday that w
approve moving forward with the
Liberia Avenue extension.

The resolution would support, “in
general,” Wilson said, the VDOT
design plan for the construction of
the project.

“This issue is separate and dis-
tinct from the location and design
of the Limstrong int " that
residents have discussed, Wilson
said.






