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From: RELIC

Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 6:13 PM

To: 'brian_Woodbury@nps.gov'

Subject: RE: Article on Webster memorial
Attachments: PWC DB 66-458.jpg; PWC DB 66-459.jpg

Brian — Sorry for the delay in responding to your original question.

We found the deed in Prince William County Deed Book 66, p. 458-459 (attached). George Carr Round only acted as a
go-between for the transaction, is shown as a notary for the grantors. The deed, dated 20 April 1914, was from Anna
Cather and Cordelia L. Swart (formerly Cordelia Love Cather), two sisters. It was to the following named trustees of the
second part: John A. Laird of Brockton, Massachusetts, George R. Ackekrman of Brockton, Massachusetts, and John E.
Gilman of Boston, Massachusetts, and Emma L. Cather of the third part, the widowed mother who had a lifetime
interest in the property. John A. Laird is not the donor of the land either, but is merely one of the trustees of the
“Webster Memorial Association” who are accepting the conveyance. The land is being held in trust for the “Association
of the Survivors of the ... 12 Massachusetts Regiment” or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. [t says the trustees
may convey said acre to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts whenever it shall by Act of its Legislature assume the
control and ownership thereof. | don’t have information about what happened in the Massachusetts legislature.

The land surrounding the one acre monument (524.74 acres) was conveyed to the United States government on 6 Apr.
1936 by Cordelia L. Swart and Hamilton Swart her husband, and Anna Cather. That transaction is recorded in Deed Book
97, p. 194. | found that deed through a reference in the WPA report of 1937 describing “Hazel Plain” (the house on
Chinn Ridge). That report said it was sold by “Cordell Swartz, et. als. to the Webster Memorial Association, and in 1936
became the property of the United States Government.” There is no indication in the records we have that the Webster
Memorial Association [which is not so named in the deed] ever conveyed the one acre to the U.S. government or
anyone else. The 1936 deed gave a reference to the book and page for the 1914 deed, which is how | found it.

Hope this gives you what you need.
Don Wilson

Donald L. Wilson, Virginiana Librarian

Tish Como, Librarian

Beverly Veness, Library Assistant

The Ruth E. Lloyd Information Center

for Genealogy and Local History (RELIC)
Prince William Public Library System

Bull Run Regional Library

8051 Ashton Avenue, Manassas, VA 20109-2892
703-792-4540

www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/library/RELIC

From: RELIC

Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 3:11 PM
To: 'brian_Woodbury@nps.gov'
Subject: Article on Webster memorial

Hello Brian,




Found the newspaper (see page 1, first column on left) that tells of the memorial dedication. It says the land was
dedicated by Lieut. Round. That would be George C. Round who was a Union soldier who settled in Manassas after the
war and was vital in the growth and development of Manassas.

| will try to find the deed under his name and will get back to you as soon as | find it.
Beverly Veness, Library Assistant Il

RELIC, Bull Run Regional Library
Manassas, Va.

RELIC
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From: brian_Woodbury@nps.gov

Posted At: Thursday, August 09, 2012 8:21 AM

Conversation: Ask RELIC

Posted To: Ask A Librarian-RELIC

Subject: Ask RELIC

Categories: AR done

E-Mail: brian Woodbury@nps.gov
Name: Brian M. Woodbury

State: Virginia
Home Phone: 571-309-5448
Work Phone: 202-619-7034

FAX:
Your question, please be as specific as possible: | am trying to locate a deed for a land conveyance that would have

occured at Manassas Battlefield prior to 1914. The parcel of land is is one acre in size and is the site for the Fletcher
Webster Memorial. A Boston Daily Globe article dated October 24, 1914 states that a Mr. John A. Lair Donated the
property for the memorial. National Park Service records indicate that the property was owned by the Webster
Memorial Association. Based on the Boston Daily Globe article, | believe that Mr. Lair would be in the chain of title
and the property would mostly likely have been purchased for the memorial prior to the 1914 date of dedication...
perhaps between 1910 and 1914. Possibly the Fletcher Webster Post 13 G.A.R. might also be in the chain of title. |
need a copy of the deed.

What sources have you used looking for this information?: PWC Registry of Deeds - that office referred me to your
group. | was told that anything prior to 1918 is not available electronically and is located in the archives. The archives
are not open to the public. | have also researched various news paper articles, contacted the Daniel Webster Estate,
The Brockton Mass Historical Society, the Brockton MA Mayors office, and the Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil
War. Each group is currently looking for any information regarding the transaction but also suggested that | try the
deed records for Prince William County - which | have but was told that | cannot personally look through the deed
records prior to 1918 and should go through RELIC. | am hopeful that you can be of assistance.

Information needed is for use by:
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THIS DEED made this 20th of April 1914, bdetween Anna Cather and Cordelia L. varf, {
i 1
(formerly Cordalia Lova Cather) of the firat part; of Manassaa Virginia; and the following :
namad trusteas of the second part, namely: John A, Laird of Brookton, Massachusetts, Geur;t.sn:‘m |
H. Aekerman of Broekton, Massachusetts and John E. Gilman of Boston, Massachusetts; and
ET AL !
Emma 1., Cather of tha third part, for whose benefit during 1ife the parties of the first |
DEED TO
part hold the land deseribed.
| LAIRD ET
WITHWESSETH that the said parties of the first part hereby grant and oonvey unto |
{ AL; TRS.

the =aid parties of the second part, in consideration of One hundred dollars, One Acre of! )
o
ground, square in shape with the sides pointing llorth, South, east and West, the central b“‘ S
5. %
point of sald acre to be at the atake now marking the location of the point approximately o @ 4 lnal

whers Colonsl Pletehar Webstar of the Twelfth Massachusstts Regiment fell in dattle on thé ,S‘-‘""‘f' GALE
[

Z0th of Aupust, 1862, | e~
| Sl

This conveyance is exocuted on the undersatanding that if before the recording of::
this deed in the Clerk'a Office of the County of Prince William, some adjacent apot amlli
be fixed upon by the partiesa of the ascond part, this deed to be cancellad and ancther ar;lt
exascutad,

This conveyance ia in truat that the said trustees shall hold said Acre for the

purpose of the erection of such monument, marker or other memorial by the Assooiation of

the Survivors of said 12th Mass. Regiment or by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as to

sald Assgelation or Commonwealth may seem right and upon the farther trust that the said

trusteas may oonvey sald Aecrs of ground to the said Commonwealth whenever it shall by Act

of ita leglalature assume the control and ownership thereof
It 1s understood that whatsoever fencing or enclosures ‘ars desired by the said
trustees shall ba at their expense and until erected the said parties of the first part, ]
or thelr assigneea have the right of pasturage thersen. i
It is likewlse understood that the said trustees and their employses or agents
shall have the right of ingress and egress by the rosdways now used for farming purposes
from the publie road, along with any persons desiring to ses saild Acre or the memorials E
thereon: Sald right of way however may be changed by the parties of the first part or thet
assigns for another one equally convenient. Raference is hereby made to the Will of Andrew
Cather recorded in Liber W, page 295 of the racords of said County. This conveyance is ]
with GENERAL WARRANTY, - ﬂ
WITNESS our aignatures and meals: l H
Anna Cather (SEAL)
Cordelia L, Swart (SEAL) i

Mrs, Emma L. Cather (SEAL)

STATE OP VIRGINIA,

County of Prince William, es;
I, Gaorge C, Round Notary Public in and for naid County certify that Cordelia L. Swart and
Mrs, Pmma L. Cather to me well known as the owners of said property and whose names are

signed to the deed above written, dated April 20, 1914, have acknowledged the same before

| mé in my County aforesaid.
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CLARKE
DEED TO
JOHNSONW

/’%/ Li

'--f‘i.f.}’ﬂ-dm,[z@f the first part do grant unto the said Arther Johnson, partie of the second part

Given under my hand this 20th of April 1914.

Gaorga C. Pound, Notary Publle.

Pr. Wm, Co, Va.

pISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

ity of Washington!:

I, Charles W. Flockher, a Notary Public in and for the said District ecartify that Anna
Cathar to me known as the person who executad the paper above written and dated April 20,
1914, has acknowledgd the same bafora me in m¥ County and Diatrict aforasaid.

fiven under my hand thia 12th day of May 1914,

[{SEAL) Charles W. Floeckhar, Notary Publie.

In the Clark's Offiece, Circuit Court, Prince William County, July 9, 1915.

THIS DEED from Cother et al to Laird at al, Trn., was raceivad with oartificate

annexad and admittad to record.

#2864, Teste: 6"%/’4’{’ /{;, Clark.

#26

THIS DEED made this 18 day of October One thousand nine pundrad and thirtean
1913, batween C, E. Clark and Katie S. Clark, his wife of the firat part and Arther John-
son of the second part-

WITNESSETH that in consideration of the sum of Two hundrad dollars cash in hand
paid at or bafore the signing, sealing and delivery of tho=e writings which is the raceipt
Clark and Katie S, Clark, his wife, parties
y With

whieh is hesrby acknoledged. The said C. F.

,’ﬂ

GENERAL WARRANTY all that certain tract or parcel of 1and lying and being situated in Pr.

Wm. Co. Va. diseribed as follows:
Baginning at an old marked poplar on the east bank of branch ecorner to Weadon
tract and Barnett Bumbrey land, thence with a 1ine of said tract % Bumbrey land 5 60 10 W

9.35 chains to a white oak tree on the side of a road said Bumbrey cornmer in said line,

thence with the north east side twaxsof road N 25 W 1.78 chains to a boXx oak saplin im N

51 37 W 373 chains to a pine N 34 47 W 508 chains to another Pine thenee baring sald road

N 45-1/2 F 909 chains to a stone pile betwaen & bunch of maple aaplins and & poplar traa
thence § 40 E 12.65 chains to the beginning, containing Ten Agara one rood & thirty four
polas more or laas baing part of tha Jonn Clark land econveyad to C. F. Clark by !I. Thern
ton Davian, Commiasioner of the Est. Deed dated 10 day of February 1909.

c. E, Clarke (SEAL)

Katie S. Clarke (SEAL)

County of Prince William, to-wit!

i

A

I, E. S, Brockett; a Justice of the Paace for the County aforesaid in the State

whose names ara aigned to

of Virginias, do certify that C. E. Clarke and Katle 8. Clarke,
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jfound has pusrchased for the 12th
egiment an acre of ground sur-
manding the tablet.- -
Itis expected that one of) the
eakers at the. exercises will be
ol. Edmund- Berkeley, ninegy-]
%0 years old, ranking Conte |
Me veteran—of Prince Whlliam
unty, and"who was serving un.|
e Longstreet at the time that
Hicer threw his command of 25, -
W men against the left wing of
Pom" army near the
d of the fighting of the Secopd
full Run.  For an hour:the most
“sherate contest wasin progress
 Bald Hill, the forcés on the
ressive being under Hood, An-
trson; Wilcox, Kemper and-D.
Jones, and those on the de-
msive_being . Jed by Revnolds, |
izel, Milroy and McDowell. At
! OPportune moment Gen. Pope
hdrew Tower’s brigade from
» right wirg where it had £
ilng Jackson and. brought it
Waction just west of Henry

WHO FELL IN BATTLE;
MANASSAS VA, FRIDAY, QCT, 23|
Notable Gathering Exp.ntﬂ'wt.'hg.'
veiling of the Memorial tq Col. Fleteher
Webstor, S00 of Desiel Webster. ;-
'MW will be the scene of
sn unosual gat‘herinz Friday, Oc-

= 00 the bloody scene. At the
Bt of the fight o, Bald Hill,
3 Fletcher Webetér was mor-
Y Wounded: His adjutant re-
"1ed with him and was per-|
“ed by the Confederates, into
% hands they fell, to admin-
Tt him' until he died. The
¢t marks the spot-near which
;48 seen to fall from his horse.
- e"?ﬂtet:‘that the visiting} = _ )
ins from Massachusetts witl : ;

Y Manassas at 9.30 a, m., on \to communicate at mic;.'to L[aﬂ.-i_
of next week. All ml"Il:tf.h?:inl'l v:::rml be mmrud:
. dirous of joining in theffmeofcha'rﬁ‘o. s _ ) ,t_
-‘fo“ to the battlefield are; The dd}mmueﬁeﬁ'?’ will |

it _ oato
court hof;iia;qg;:: r::j?#r:‘rﬁ\ﬁﬁng' the battlefield the

3 i hapter, U. D. C., will|
on of Gran: and Lee J\"e’f&:-]\}::.unltﬁm?im to the visitors|

; All pers...s who can fur-| g S5 r f
: i at their pavillion about 2.p. m., |
—iau_:.om.-mn..c ar.d carriages to|and the visitors will return thatl
TEPUIL vkt are requested |night to Washingiot. . ]

former, Confederate soldierg are
to participate in the unveiling of
a tablet to the -memory of Col.]
Fletcher Webster, a eon of Dan-
iel Webster, America’s great
statesman, who fell during the
third day's fighting in the second|
battle of Bull Run. Members of
the12th Massachusetts Regiment,
Col. Webster’s command, and the
FletcherWebster Post, No. 13, G, |-
cial train to be presentat the cer: 7
emonials, They will be met by
Lieut. G. €. Round, president of
hie Veteran Signal Corpe Associ=]
ratio ,-Wh_D is in charg&of the.ar-

—s

rangements for the dedication, | B to oppose Longstreet’s ad-
and by veterans of  both armies. WENce. This hrigade, which in-|
which participated T the memor- ded the Webster regiment, held

snd other members of Congress
wre expected to attend. Theded-
ieatory address will be delivered
by Lieut. Samuel Appleton, who|
served in the 12th and whois a

grandson of Daniel Webster, be-|'
ing the son of Col. Fletcher’s only

ister, He is from St. Paul, Minn. |

* commandera to rally a force
uch held Henrv Hill* as night

0 00 =

the Webster farm &t Marsh-
pss,Tt-has—blen placed]
 spot where Col. Websteris
fought to have—falfen, . ~This is|*
m the. Hazel Plain farm, about
ix miles out-of Manassas:- Lieut. |

[ R FN g Ry [




