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Robert dant of M.

| Battlefield Park, is one of the

Ibcals appearing in the new

docu-drama,
showing at the park’s Henry Hill center

By JAN DAVIS, TERRY KARNES
AND TERRI ERWIN-FITZ
Observer stafl

Police have in custody a man
and a teen accused of h;."u\g the
Washington, D.C.-arca snipers
whoterrorized us Tor three weeks.
While the prosecutors work out
who will try the cases first and
whether the suspects guilty,
doesn’t change the effect the 2|
days has had on our lives, The
snipers” recent threats W the safety
of our communities caused many
to alter their lives brielly, but the
SCArs ure permanent.

“Manassas: Loss of Innocence,” now
Harry Loach / the Bl Fun Obebrver

Picdmont resident Katrina
Wikieru stayed inside with her two
lintle girls, 2 and 3.

“We just didn’t go oul,” she
said, She said she didn'tgel gas or
£o 1o the grocery store with her
little ones at all.

“I'm relieved they caught the
people, but still T know that Kind of
violence can happen now - kind of
like innocence is lost" Wikiers said,

Businesses took a hit by the
spiper altacks, espec
tions and those near the

Chad Herndon, v
Sheerz w US 15 und VA 55,

25 shi-
plersties

Lights, cameras, action

By HELEN & HARRY LEACH
Obsarver stall

Run. And there are some Bull Run

There is @ new “must see™
maovie in town, Andit’s only $3 a
head with children under 17 free.
The movie is “Manassas: End of
Tunoeence™ and is currently play-
ing at the newly refurhished theater
in the Manassas National Battle-
field Park’s Henry Hill Visitor
Center. The film runs for 45 min-
utes and is shown every hour on
the hour from 9 a.m. until 4 p.n
During the fall and winte 5

the visilor center opens at

such as Guinesville Methodis
Church iind the Manassas Preshyte-

rian Church. Most of the filming

ook place in Manassas National
Batlefield Park where you will rec-

ognize such places as the Stone .ll

House, ﬂnm:&ﬂgaﬂdﬂuﬂ

After the sniper - a kind of innocence is gone

business wis slow during the at-
tacks and is “hetter” pow.

Children's lives were probably
altered the most, cither by their par-
ents or by their schools. Most pre-
schools and daycare centers in the
arca ditdd not have playtime oulside
during the attacks. :

All arca schools should re-
ceive an A+ for the oulstanding
way they handled the situation thit
had all the sehools in Prince Will-
tam County on # Code Blue for
three weeks last month due 1o the

area peaple in the film as well.
Some residents may have wit d
the filming of the mavie in July,
2001, especially at Gainesville
United Methodist Church where
crews went on location for a scene
in the film, called a “docu-trama.™

The movie depicts the actions

tendent Robert K. Suton.

Sutton added, “But Norris's
story did not end there. His family
kept the VMI coar thmt he wore
when he was killed. The Family
loaned the coat 1o the park, and itis
currently on display in the visitor
cenler museum. SO now our visitors
cun watch Norris's story unfold on
the sereen, then walk o few fieet i
the museum and see the actual coat
hie wore when he was kitled.”

conlinued on page 7

continued on page 14
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New film now showing at Manassas Battlefield

inued from page 1

the impact of the battles on the local
residents such as Judith Henry, an
85-year-old nearly blind widow, who
was killed when her home, the
Henry House, was destroyed in the
crosstire of the battle of Henry Hill.
When was the ladt time you saw a
film and were able 10 walk a few
steps out of the theater and be on the
grounds where the story of the film
took place?

Academy Award winning actor
Richard Dreyluss narrates the film.

Sutton said, 1 understand that
Mr. Dreyfuss considercd a profes-
sion as @ history teacher when he
was young. His understanding ol
American history and his enormous
1alent add a depth 1o the stories of
Muanussas that are truly extraordi-
nary.”
Four-time Academy Award

=a

winner Ben Burtt directed the film.
He is a legend in the film industry
for his sound eflects design for the
Star Wars and Indiana Jones trilo-
gics. Burtt directed and edited “Ma-
nassas” concurrently with editing
and designing the sound effects for
“Srar Wars Episode 11: The Atack
of the Clones.™
Burtt said, " Manassas: End of
Innocence’ was photographed in the
new High Definition Sony Digital
Image format, which gives ita clar-
ity and color reproduction better than
a theatrical movie, Add to that the
five-channe! surround sound and &
sub-hass that will shake the theater
each time a cannon fires, and you
have an experience rarely seen and
heard ol a National Park Service
venue,”
The movie was written and pro-
duced by Ray Herbeck Jr. Herbeck
wiais the associate producer for the

Academy Award winning film
“Glory™ and wrote the documentary
“The True Story of Glory Contin-
ues,” which accompunied that ilm.

Herbeck recently said, It has
been said that filmmaking is ‘the
collaborative art.” Our experience
on *Manassas; End of Innocence’
proves the point. My crew of nlm-
makers. Bob Sutton’s park staff and
our cast of 200 re-enactors together
pulled off a miracle, a beautiful film
that looks like a million bucks-but
at a cost that was much less. Some-
times | think even the heroes who
struggled here ‘channeled” through
as we tried 1o do their story justice.”

Sutton, his wife Harriet

ot. Paul's
Episcopal Church

Davison, and son Buddy are seenin
the film. Buddy Sutton and Anna
Cucurullo, the daughter of Assistant
Superintendent Karen Cucurullo,
are shown in many scenes portray-
ing the son and daughter of local
residents. In addition, about ten
other park staffers argseen in the
film.

The reactions of visilors have
been overwhelmingly positive. 1 can
attest to that as T have seen the film
three times and will probably return
many times with my family. as my
great-grandfather, Union Army Pvi.
Joseph Whitmore, participated in
both of the battles fought at Manas-
sas National Baulefield Park as did
at least two of my distant cousins
who fought for the Confederacy.

Eastern National, the park’s

CATHOLIC MASS IN HAYMARKET

partner and cooperaling associa-
tion, sponsored the production of
the film, Eastern has for many years
maniged the park’s bookstore and
has collaborated on a number of
other park projects.

“Muanassas is exceedingly tor-
junate to have Eastern National as
its partner.” according to Sutton.
“Without its help, this film would
not have become a reality.”

The Henry Hill Visitor Center
at Manassas National Baulefield
Park is located on Sudley Road, im-
mediately north of the Northern
Virginia Community College’s Ma-
nassas Campus.

If you have any questions
about the film or the park, call the
Henry Hill Visitor Center at 703-
361-1339.

Sundays ® 9:30 a.m. * Pace West School
14550 John Marshall Highway




