Grave Robbery Prompts Land Acquisition

By DAVID WREN
JM Staff Writer
The loss of several eivil war ar-
tifacts to artifact hunters at the
Brawner Farm, near the Manassas
mui&;‘ﬂeﬁeld Park, has
ational Park Service
Lo file a “'declaration of taking" with
the U.S. Cmsressiuurdertoncqulre
Sotais 1L iooia ks
porate it 's pmsemly
owned land.

According to Roland Swain,
superintendant of the Manassas
Baltlefield Park, the resolution was
sent to & C(msnass:ml commitiee
on Sepl. 26 after no agreement could
be reached on the sale of the land
with the current land TS,

“There are npprmxlma!aiy 17
heu-s to the land,” Swain said
“Mosl of them were in agreement
with our offer for acquisition of the
property, however, two of them said
they wouldn't agree with the offer.
Therefore, we decided to send the
molu!..lon for acquisition to Con-

The National Park Service offered
the current landowners $812,000 for
the land. Swaine said that acquisi-
tion could occur sooner than the
30-day period “if all the landowners
3;::! forward and agreed lo the

Swain went on {0 say that he ex-
pects one of two outcomes to the

10/9)a3

land isition problem.

“‘Either the Congressional destruction of the land, which decided to proceed with the most clude $3 million for further ac-
committee will concur with the “‘remains muchasitwasatthetime rapid acquisition as possible after quisition of land at the park, ac-
mmmmmwm dtheCMlWar" according to  learning of several grave robbing cordmgloasgnhsparannlarus.
and we'll acquire the land,’ ir Swain. incidents on the Senator John Warner. The
said, “‘or they won't concur and we'll : the Civil War, the farm Unknown persons had come onto  Spokesperson also said that the bill
hawtomuwttu&odaypuiod was the site of the August 1862, Se-  the land with melal detectors, Swain 15 now out of committee and cur-
for acquisition.” ~ cond Battle of Manassas, said, and had unearthed a shallow tequyawaihaetlnnby the senate,

According to a report by the Na-  The National Park Service grave of a Confederate Army S, Congress is scheduled to
tional Park , the Brawner recently thal declarations  soldier. metal buttons from racess afl.er todny s sassion.
Farm at the Manassas National ﬂmmmmod.mm. the soldier's uniform were taken

boundary
The land has never been officially  artifact hunters,” the report states, Surnl.nmdlbebimms.whinhare
by the park, “because no one lives on the land  quite valuable, indicated that the
Npﬂrlahomruhntﬂupgm - and no one manages it. People with  soldier was affiliated with the
hasr the d of metal detectors have carried off  Virginia Military Institute.
) ' on of  many! al o The U.S, Senate Appropriations

Kirg
the proparty to avoi

further
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Stone memorializes orator’s son §

By JIM ROGERS n
of the Potomac News: 5/51?
MANASSAS NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD
PARK — It is hard to believe t.hat
thousands of men died In this
one of the most beau D?Jola
in the commonwealth. The death

of the 4,096 men who lost their lives at 2

mz&co::‘lg;uknd‘mmsmhm-
memoral a large
alop a red sandstone basemucallad Chinn

stone memorializes Fletcher Web-
ster, the only son of Danlel Webster, the
famous New England orator and
Webster was

A weathered bronze plaque affixed to
the stone reads:

“is in immediate danger from

‘According to Swain, the

along with @ number of friction
primeu a device used lo fire can-

Committee recently agreed to in-

a
on the prvprlauun Committee’s

Swain said lhis will not affect the
ark's eiforts lo acquire the
rawner Farm. “Our acquisition of
the Brawner Farm is not contingent
on the Senate Appropriation
Committee’s recommendation,'

See “LAND" on A-3.

Places

The quotes came from a speech Daniel
Webﬂgrmade before the Senate in sup-

k 1, marched inlo service on June
14. 1881 with 47-year-old Fletcher
Webster as its colonel.

In the late afternoon of Aug. 30, 1862,
at the Second Battle of Manassas, the
12th was hurriedly sent to defend Chinn

o[theCnmpmmlae of 1850 This Ridge against the advan Confeder-

v of ate forces led by LL. Gen. James “Old
I.rltnthedev!lop Weslern ter- Pete” Lon,

ritories. Although th er stat Confed bullets tore into Web-

saw the com romj.seasaUnhnsa
o Northerners d oy

ntm-'auma.ndchmuhchdlﬂnmmm
a eﬂ'uﬂ to retake a cannon

Elm her:a of his willingness
use to
Sﬂulhermrs pu.rt of what they wanlegw
was born In

Pm’f.smuu

his father, then a Federalist in the U.S.

}-‘Iﬁuse of Repmmauves m'i‘egmam
campalgn o defeat pro

tion that would have the federal

government to draft soldlers.

He graduated from Harvard in 1833,
studied law in 1836, and later served as
under secretary of state during his fath-
er's tenure as head of that department.

In 1843, Webster served with the U.S.
legation in China. Two later, he
was appointed as surveyor of the Port of

his Bostan, a post he held for 16 years.

In 1861, shortly after the start of the
Civil War, Webster organized a regiment
ofwlunlwsbmlnﬂ:cummmy
The 12th Massachuseits
the light Infantry unit came to be

;5?+: F}IN{L‘- Maosins MW Fade d‘*ﬂ‘ (&=

LH., I.nlals.numcwhen taken

soldlers
PR U e E{d
son P a
key role In later helplng
spot where Webster lost m’i
Webatu-‘shslnqx::ttol-lutc!ﬁmm
was to see to it tha w]letgottetur
ned to his After the war, Hut-
chimnnmp with the dead soldler's

request
Onthemol'hlsduth.“'ebstﬂmute
a letter to his wife:
“If a fight comes off, it will be to-daym-
to-morrow & will be a most dreadful &
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Land

Continued from A-1

Swain said. *The money for take-
over of the land is available from
funds granbed us during the 1984
fiscal year.”

Some $3 million dollars was ap-
propriated for the Manassas Na-
tional Battlefield Park during the
1984 fiscal year, which ended
yesterday. The current $3 million set
by the Senate Appropriations
Committee will be designated for

mm!tlaeconcurswithuwparks
resolution before the end of the
30-day period or should the land-
owners agree to the park’s terms of
sale.

T

By vt Bown otamce
Boulder honors Daniel Webster's son
decisive one,” he wrole, "Both sides

by %&.g«l’c

preparing, some three hund
““m“""“?;“'n’.“u"ﬁf&“é‘;um-
for I shall not spare: e i ;:
To get to Chinn Ridge, take Va. 234, or .
Sudley Road as it also Is known, through®:
trance to Chinn Ridge is on the lefl
&bouttquaﬂumﬂepulthel-eﬂ-v :
. Look for a very small
signmthe dSudleyRoadnmlhg,.
entrance to Chinn Ridge. "




