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Park Parcel Restored to 1862 Conditions
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By Entc M. Wriss
Washington Post Staff Writer

A wetland restored to its Civil War-era condition
was on public display yesterday at the Manassas Bat-
tlefield as National Park Service officials formally
thanked the agency responsible for creating an au-
thentic landscape on more than 100 acres.

In an unusual partnership, the Smithsonian In-
stitution restored the area to make up for land it dis-
turbed when building its National Air and Space Mu-
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seum annex near Dulles International Airport.
Otherwise, battlefield managers said, the Park Ser-
vice might never have found the money to restore
land at the park near Manassas that Congress had
seized from a mall developer in the 1980s.

Park Service Director Fran P. Mainella said it
would have been many years before the cash-
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ect itself.

“It's a great lishment that rightly makes
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With some financial help from Virginia, the Smith-
wniuhumedllﬁmwthemytheym
during the Second Battle of Manassas in
1862, Workers rearranged 90,000 cubtcymhoi

and planted more than 50,000 native plants and
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3-’Partnersh1p Restores Parcel to 1862 Conditions

for partners to help finish the pic-
nic area near the restored wetland
and to help build a solar-powered |
restroom al the site.
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