F ‘Drive
To Preserve
Battlefield

Few Hurdles Remain
After Senate Vote

By John F. Harris
‘Washington Post Stalf Writer
Eight months after beginning an
uphill struggle to block a planned
shopping mall at Manassas battle-
field, historic preservationists cel-
ebratedtheirhtesttriumphyester-
day, bringing them to the brink of a
final and unqualified victory. _
The Senate gave preservationists
their most important boost yet late
Friday night, passing on a 50-t0-25
vote an amendment thatwmldg
"legtslatwe taking” to transfer
dls]:uted"ﬁilhameentaermto

planned

Robert E. Lee had headquarters
during the Second Battle of Manas-
sas in 1862,

The debate has been brewing
since last winter, after Northern
Virginia's Hazel/Peterson Cos. an-
nounced its plans for a shopping
mall the size of Fair Oaks as the
centerpiece for its 542-acre com-
mercial and residential complex.
Prince William County officials,
hungering for tax revenue the pro-
ject would produce, have argued
that the tract is of minimal historic
value.

Although prospects for passing a
legislative taking at Manassas have
never been stronger, at least two
important steps remain.
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“The first results from the fact that the House of Rep-
resentatives in August passed a legislative taking of
;;ﬂﬁ:mCenherasafree-standingbﬂl,notasmmd-

Although sentiment for adding William Center to
the adjacent Manassas National Battlefield Park has
been running high, Capitol Hill staff members said key
House Democrats may object in a conference onmil:
tee on the tax proposal that the Manassas provision
uatrelemttothatbﬂtandatmuldthemﬁamhe

stripped.
If there are no objections in the House and that first
hurdle is cleared, a tax bill with a Manassas amendment
is expected to go to President Reagan for signing.
Although Interior Secretary Donald P. Hodel has said
e would recommend a veto, Capitol Hill supporters of
the William Center taking said they consider it unlikely
Reasanmuldmto:heenhretaxpackagemmlyhe-
cause of his objections to the Manassas measure.
AWhlte Howespokesmandeclmedlocﬁmmeutyes—

Friday"s 11 p.m. vote came after a crucial showdown

between two proposals for Manassas. Sens. Dale L.
Bumpers (D-Ark.) and John W. Warner (R-Va.) led the
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Senate in a session much like a college seminar, p

ing to large maps and describing Civil War troop move-
m.mmdemmdumhmmmmdm
William Center tract.

million for road improvements at
about $50 million to $100 ml!lmn.
pmhihihon" 'onashoppmg"'“ mall.
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Manassas legislation might hminvd:edvammpar—

liamentary schemes to pri Iﬁemsuretrmnwm-
ing to a vote at all.
“We think Warner 'mfng&nmentalrolemthia
by allowaR i

berg, attomyfm:theSavethe Battlefield Coalition.




