Coalition’s
strategy is
victorious

By GIDGET FUENTES
Joufnal statl writer

As the small crowd gathered Sat-
urday on & site of a Civil War field
hospital, Annie Snyder's voice
choked with emotion ag she wiped a
tear from her large, blue eyes.

It was as much a tear of joy as it
was a sigh of relief, as the reality of
what happened slowly sunk in.

Last Thursday night President
Ronald Reagan signed a bill seizing
the William Center tract from its
developer and putting the land in
the Manassas Natisnal Battlefield
Park.

After 10 months df battling the
county government and a stoic de-
veloper, the 67-year-old former
Marine and her loyal troops stood
upon that seized land and savored
their latest victory,

Ten months ago, office buildings
were eyed for the area on which they
stood, part of a large-scale develop-
ing that would include 560 homes
and a 1.2-million-square-foot mall.

Saturday members of the Save
the Battlefield Coalition thanked
President Reagan and the coalition

of local volunteers and national fig- '

ures who helped carry the battle
from rural Gainesville to the White
House.

Amidthecamaraderie, they vowed
to continue their fight to other parks
around the eountry under threat of
development.

_ “This issue was not a no-growth
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[l Annie Snyder now
fights for health/AS

and chairman ofthe Board of County
Supervisors, lamenting the loss of
tax revenues if the William Center
were not built, asked, “At what point
do you take a look at public respon-
sibility, in providing funds?

Supervisor Robert Cole, D-
Gainesville, angered mall opponents
when he said, “We're no longer going
to stand in the shadow of Fairfax
County.”

With strategy and luck the mall
opponents’ battle grew from a local
squabble over land use to a fight to
preserve a piece of Civil War his-
tory.

With “20/20" hindsight, mall op-
W”amaﬁ point to several factors that

tow ® Broad Run e Catharpin ® Gainesville ® Haymarket
Manassas ® Manassas Park ® Nokesville

“The organization at the local level
and Annie’s leadership brought a
very interesting and fascinating
tale,” Boasberg said. “Annie wasable
to translate it into a national issue.”

“Here is a 67-year-old ex-Marine,
diabetic and very appealing,” he
added. “She has tremendous cha-
risma.”

The Catharpin resident is no
stranger to such controversy, Since
she and husband Pete moved to
Pageland Farm in 1950 with their
six children, the red-headed Snyder
managed to poke her nose in local
issues,

Over the years, she has virtually
perfected the skills of recruiting
volunteers for her cause, since her
days as a recruiter in the Marine
Corps Women's Reserve Branch.

Snyder takes pride in doing thor-
ough research on an issue and her
neat but cluttered office on the sec-
ond floor of her home displays her
knack for detail. She has penned
hundreds of letters to editors and
groups on dozens of issues through
the years.

After 38 years of activism, Snyder
still worked 16- to 18-hour days
fighting the William Center. She is
known to quote former boxing champ

Iped build the tum to a Corbett: “The man who fights
vietorious conclusion. one more round is never whipped.”
No one doubts Annie Snyder was Snyder's strong p 1 appeal
the catalyst. and network of friends and long-
“It all goes back to Annie,” said time county residents helped drum
Tersh Boasberg, an attorney who
represents the coalition. Please see VICTORY, A4
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| President

signs park
legislation

By GIDGET FUENTES

Journal stalf writer

Development of the controversial
William Center adjacent to the
Manassas National Battlefield Park
has ended with President Ronald
Reagan signing legislation seizing
the land.

However, Prince William County
will push the federal government to
compensate it for the loss of about
$9 million worth of proffers prom-
ised by the William Center devel-
oper.

The proffersinciuded a swimming
pool, community center and other
recreation activities, as well as $2.25
million toward the design and con-
struction of the proposed Route 234
bypass and interchange and
$150,000 for the county’s schools.

The county contends the proffers
are property rights that are con-
demned along with the land, “The
government has inherited those
property rights,” county attorney
John Foote said Tuesday. He said
stafl members are working on the
case and added, “We'll figure some-
thing out.”

The White House announced Fri-
day afternoon that late Thursday
the president signed the Tax Tech-
nical Corrections Act which included
a provision for the federal govern-
ment to take over the 542.7-acre
tract in Prince William County.

“That'sit. The tract is now federal
land,” said Robert Kelly, spokes-
man for Hazel/Peterson Cos. of
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James Todd proposed in late Janu-
ary its revised development plans to

County Executive Robert S. Noe
called it “a happy announcement,” ; T a0, s [ ! Stove Mawyar
Kathleen K Seefeldt, D-Occoquan,  Following months of frenzied construction, the William Ooaf:ﬂq:o quiet after becoming part of the national park.. ' Please see BATTLE, A4
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William Center
goes to park

BATTLE f Al development, 11.5%5 William
rom County officials from the start re-
& ted federal interference in a
The president's signature — in controversy they said was a local

doubt to the end — brought a quiet land-use issue,

“I'm very disappointed,” said
M“._N.nho a EE..HG.EMWE wﬁwvh” Kathleen K. Seefeldt, D-O =
the efforts to bring the disputed land ME.: man of %m Boar mAAM_. County
ntd the park. upervisors. “T've said it so many

times: I just don't think it was ap-
.-m.““”w%_‘__.wm “_M..”g mﬁﬂh&gmﬁﬂmﬁm vaml_nr.w. .. it i8 & very expensive
I t plans to include a large decision. id =if
regional shopping mall. The _ However, Snyder said, “if they're
company’s original plans were for S0ingtopointa finger, they have to
houses and an office park. point it at themselves. I ﬂ.:uw-nrmu__
With the support of the developer, 7€ reaping what they sowed.
the county approved a general mix- _We could have had it in 1980 for
use zoning in 1986 that permitteda  $6 million had the local government
‘retail mall to be built. not fought it," said Snyder, a 67-
Preservationists and Civil War Year-old owEEuE resident and
buffs, led by Annie Snyder and the former _SE.En. officer. / ; .
Save the Battlefield Coalition, County officials, who sought de- ) e .

immediately expressed outrage. velopment of the tract then owned
charged by the Marriott Corp., foughtagainst Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz., visited battlefield supporters last Sen. John Warner, R-Va., and television weatherman Willard
S.W,mmuam: ganﬁchmgﬁm %mﬁau &Euﬁwﬂ when nnm park March as one of the first national politicians to join the fray. Scott joined a Save the Battlefield rally in July.

battlefield park and insisted the Wwas expanded in 1880. They prom-
William Center tract is “hallowed ised that any development would

T st e N@tional backing gains victory

ing of more than 40 preservation to press for federal legislation to
‘and historic groups across the coun-  save other historic sites from devel-

‘try, and even attracted the atten- opment.
tion of newspapers and people in “Don't think that because we won <_°.._.°m< 3.03 >d
‘Canada, Great Britain and other this battle, we can forget this site

coalition. the New York Times, USA Today

T Reps. Robert Mrazek, D-N.Y,,and and Time magazine, she became a
Michael Andrews, D-Texas, pro- point of reference nationwide for a

posed in late February to have the passion toward the Civil War.

Zcﬁmmuuu 80,000 people signed mw” ﬂmﬁw.%. w?ﬁﬂﬁm%%rwwnbgh__w up the troops locally and nation- federal government take over the  “The Civil War touches a nerve in
-petitions in sup; hort, of the buy out. them Saturday. ally. The national attention gave William Center tract. this country that no other war could

Italso got more than $500,000worth A larger gathering is planned at their cause credibility. Although Virginia's local repre- touch,” Boasberg said.
of legal and public relationsservices the site next Saturday and will in- 1 would say it was 90 percent e ——————  Sentatives had kept mum whilethe  The mention of a Civil War bat-
in battling the development. chide several uaamsﬂﬁp members Luck,” said Snyder, noting the coali- ; = controversy was debated in the tlefield projected strong emotions
* “There aren’t many [issues] that of Co who helped get the b tion was “up against all the power country ... they know this is not an national press, Republican Rep. in many thousands of Civil War
capture the national attention like out legislation throagh the House 04 the money” isolated incident.” Frank Wolf (R-10th) joined the buffs, historians and the descen-
thisone,” said Paul Pritchard, presi-  and up for a vote in s Bagate: The lack of compassion from the  “We wanted to make our stand at forces when he proposed a stronger ~ dants of those who fought and died.
dent of the National Parks and  The coalition had the backing of 0Ly and the developer made their Manassas,” he said. re to Mrazek/Andrews and  The concept of a regional mall on
Conservation Association. Rep. Frank Wolf. R-10th Uunwum efforts even more appealing to na- As support grew across the coun-  sought for an immediate taking of the site of where Confederate and
“A lot of Americans see theirlocal any colleagues Robert Mrazek W tional groups and attracted the at-  try, several national figures came the property. Union troops skirmished, where
anas coreagucs ' tention of many Americans, includ-  into the picture. Wolf's successful efforts came af- many of them died and possibly

arks and their local environments NY. and Michael Andrews, D- - i ¢ P, i .

Siooing ﬁ“ﬂh“u@wggﬂ“hnﬁ_mﬂ Texas, They pushed for a _.m.«dq “uu%ﬂﬂwgg g d wmﬂm_oﬂnb.“muv_.u ga_.—w.uuo.mﬂs:mh-%_u%bu“ %wﬂ“m.”.._ﬂmu.mnomaﬂw Hﬁnml%hwﬁm _una“..ﬂ._m.._.“.u E&ﬁ.—?ﬂn@ﬂ .Z._m ante and
quﬂ.mmq e At ir by el pr ocedure called “legislative yiihout a doubt, the local sup- ter, the controversy hit home —he Hodel, who vehemently opposed threw bulldozers on the tract. the

the coalition gathered on the prop-  iaciud e 1ond in the parkc POt i8 at the forefront of every or-  had nine ancestars who fought in  including the land in the battlefeld  rage grow stronger .

: ganization," said Bruce Craig, cul- e battles at Manassas, k. *nilam i

o A e o oo b~ _ A proposal by Sen. John Warner, tural resources coordinator withthe His public relations firm donated = The move by Hodel, although . oeoidozers inflamed passions
et o e R-Va,, to take part of the tract and  Ngtjonal Trust. its e to help Annie and her unsuccessful, helped the coalition’s 1.8 QUICK rearion o 1
’ aﬂwmﬁwg Ii Aol historic Stuart's Hill failed to Key national historians, such a8 troops their message out, and cause, ! green, 1t ronds pecple i that
“h i i vsnw.w SR ow. ide B¢t Senate support. former park historian James Hen-  his icated columns in newspa- _ Said Boasberg, “It certainly gave cir hand was being forced,” said
peare, Yo oril Aake pe Sonsl peue However, Warner and Sen. Dale nessy and Dr. James McPherson, pers around the country stirred the issue a lot of stature ... By fo- Boasberg.
pandsay, Hiuamuhﬁ»r_u. ateary.  Bumpers, D-Ark., led last  took the chance to look in-lepth at much interest. cusing on Manassas, it certainly  Despite the 10-mnth ordeal the
Y wﬂwﬂ Snyder told the gathering of month in tagging the buy out provi-  what happened on the tract during ~ The national media had a field rose it to national attention, It was thoughtstill bring tears to Snyders
~ about 30 people Saturday. sion onthe tax bill, along withmore  the first and second battles at day when Rep. Morris K. Udall, D- the first time that an important €yes as she reflects on what hap-
. She and others took the opportu-  than 100 other amendments. Manassas and fought to save the Ariz., and astar in the field of pres- figure had said [Stuart's] Hill is Pened on the land more than 125
+ nity to attack county officials and  Reagan signed the bill over the land. | ervation, expressed outrage at the important and we shouldn't have a  Years ago and what has occurred in
- developers whothey said buildreck-  gpposition e%umoﬁag of the Inte- “This was a number ote prior- mall plans when he toured the bat- mall on it.” the past 10 months.

lessly without considering the im- rior Donald P. Hodel, who ques- ity,” eaid Spatz of the National tlefield in March, Snyder's appealingdemeanorand "I got what I wanted and always
- pact on adjacent neighborhoods. tioned the historical value of the Trust. “It was very symbalic of the By then, several of his colleagues zest served as a magnet for local wanted — that land in the park,”
. Eying new tax revenues from the land. thousands of parks all arund the had thrown their support to the and national reporters. Featuredin said Snyder.
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