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By Justin Blum
. Washington Post Sfl Writer -

- A dispute between Manassas Na-
tional Battlefield Park and local [N\
political leaders over road improve-
ments flared y , as Con-
gress prodded park officials to
agree to safety improvements ata | . \\
busy interse¢tionin thepark. =~ * |-

The US. House - approved an . 1
appropriations bill last night with- -
language designed to pressure the
park to allow construction of turn |= T i
lanesatthemtersect:onofroutesm | IRAEE T i e
and234 t

:- The " legislation includes hn-- %
guage inserted at the request of - - umm.lmnmmnmmum
Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-10th District) .. A TP SR
that directs the National Park Ser- : of T]-anspomhon by mpeamd}y
vice to “cooperate” with the Virginia _ meeting with its officials. - «
Department of Transportation to - " *We're willing to do evexytlﬁng'
improve the intersection. . - - short of giving park land,” park

'Inordermmakethemtersec- PR
"‘Superintendent .Robert K. Sutton
tion safer and make the traffic flow - &wd_‘Sowefee]ﬁt've! Ly

beﬂer.weareurg‘ingthepark_' erating”.; oy g

service to work with the V‘umma
Department - of Transportation,” -Asked 3b°“t Pﬂfk officials’ in-
Wolf said. “We've been' meeting terprehuon of the report language,
with them . . . and nothing ever gets -~ Wolf declined to comment, except
done. 1 would hope tlns wuuld ; I.osay"Wewmsee Wel dﬁlmth
changeit” . . the park service.” O
Butparkoﬁaalssa:dthelegis- > 'I‘lusdlsputewasthelatestman
lation, which must be approved by a - ongoing battle. Wolf and Prince
House-Senate conference commit- * William Supervisor E.S. “Ed” Wik
tee, would not change their opposi- boum I (R-Gainesville) have been
txontocedmgparklandformad t tomuvmceparkofﬁaalsto

meark officials smd they're My' 3 improve - the intersection for
“cooperating” with the Department

The Washington 4 Post

months. Park officials have resisted.

Wilbourn scheduled a meeting for
this morning in which politicians, and
park and transportation officials are
supposed to discuss the issue. Unless
" park officials acquiesce, Wilbourn
said lawmakers will step up the:r
efforts. :

“If they ignore Congrmman
Wolf's attempt to politely get them to
woman Kim D, Chinn said the inter-
section is not among the counly’s

" most dangerous.

In December, Wolf sent a letter to
park officials saying their suggested
solunou to the safety issue, sequenc-
ing changes to traffic signals, amount-
ed to “a failure to address this prob-
lem. ... Have you been studying the
same problem the rest of us have

- beenlooking at?” -

Park officials said that the inter-
section is not dangerous enough to
warrant expansion and that doing so

- wouldn't necessarily reduce the num- -

ber of accidents.

" They also said that expandmg the
road would detract from the historic
value of the battlefield.

Sutton said the Department of
Transportation has not provided any
statistical information showing that
the intersection would be safer if the
road were expanded.

Tom Farley, the department’s re-
gional administrator, said yesterday:
If you add a turn lane, you provide

- safety. It's not rocket science.”

The dispute also has touched a
nerve among historic preservation-
ists and area residents concerned
about development.

Slow-growth activist Annie Snyder,
who helped fight the proposed Dis
ney’s America theme park and has
been leading opposition to the inter-
section’s expansion, said she was
infuriated by Wolf's legislation.

“All of our battles have been to
protect [historic areas] from being
ruined to accommodate developers
and commuters,” Snyder said.

1 Prince Wiltiam Puhtic Library
Manassas, Va.
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- - The bridge over - RO TR

“- - Kettle Run, three - 3 il

""" miles south of Route ' :

5:.. 28, is reduced from %
* two lanes to one lane .

until late summer for .

bridge repair.

E DAVIS FORD ROAD: ; g
_ The Ravenwood bridge over the Occoquan

B ROUTE 28: A lane willbe closed between Residency Road and
Godwin Drive from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until Saturday

“[F4 1-95: One to two lanes’ will be closed just south of Prince
William Parkway from 8 p.m. to 4:30°a. m. through Friday, :

ﬂ 1-95: Three lanes will be closed between Cardinal Drive and
- Dale Boulevard from 11 p:m. to 5 a.m. today. = -~na 1

3 1-95: There will be a rolling lane closure, northbound between
Routes 619 and 123, and southbound from Woodbridge and
Route 619 from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. today.

Al 1-95: Three lanes will be closed between Prince William
Parkway and Route 123 from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. through
Saturday.

SOURCE: Virginia Department of Transportation

_ River is reduced from two lanes to one lane until late this year. -
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Park Service

Resists Lanes
At Battlefield

County Officials Say Safety
Will Be Threatened by Ban

By Michael D. Shear
Washmgion Post Staff Writer

Elected officals in Prince William County
vesterday blasted the National Park Service
for standing in the way of safety improvements
at the intersection of routes 29 and 234 in the
Manassas National Battlefield Park.

Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-10th District) said in
a letter to Park Service officials yesterday that
he was “extremely disappointed” that Park
Service officials were blocking construction of
left- turn lanes at the intersection, which coun-
ty and state officials say often is congested and
is the site of many accidents.

“(It] is a failure to address this problem,”
Wolf wrote. “You suggest that only minor se-
quencing changes to the traffic light are re-
quired. Have you been studying the same prob-
lem the rest of us have been looking at?”

County Supervisor E.S. “Ed” Wilbourn IIT
(R-Gainesville) echoed Wolf's comments.

“The Department of the Interior has no con-
cern for the safety of the citizens of Prince Wil-
liam County or the people who visit the park,”
Wilbourn said. “I'm extremely disappointed,
given that it's probably our single most dan-
gerous intersection.”

The comments came after Wolf received a
letter vesterday from a top Park Service offi-
cial rejecting the state's proposed construction
of left-turn lanes and expressing concern for
the historic value of the park. In the letter,
Robert Stanton, field director for the Park Ser-
vice's Washington area office, said his agency
does not believe the intersection is dangerous
enough to warrant major changes.

“Traffic on routes 29 and 234 has been re-
duced dramatically since 1-66 has been complet-
ed to Route 29 in Centreville,” Stanton wrote.
“Further, we have discovered that this intersec-
tion is less dangerous than other intersections.”

Park Superintendent Robert K. Sutton said in-
dependent traffic consultants have concluded
that the safety issue can be addressed by chang-
ing the timing of the signals at the intersection.
And he said the Park Service is determined to
protect the historic nature of the intersection.

“Our responsibility is to protect the bat;]e—
field,” he said. “It was an historic intersection
well before the Civil War. It's crucial for us. We
are trving to find any way possible to not give up
parkland.” E

Virginia transportation officials yesterday dis-
putec the Park Service position. Tom Farley. a
district administrator at the Virginia Department
of Transportation, said that making the intersec-
tion safer is a top priority for the agency and that
the intersection cannot be substantially improved
by changing the timing of the lights.

“We have exhausted every possibility in terms
of changing the timing and sequences,” he said.
“For years, the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation has tried to bring this matter to the Park
Service's attention. We do think it is 2 big deal.”
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Desplte call to action from federal and local elect-
ed officials, ‘Manassas National . Battlefield Park
continues to refuse to gwe up hlstonc land for road
improvements.: ‘StF 12 faty ARSI

A funding bill for the Department of the' Intenor}
approved 238 to 192 Tuesday by the U.S.'House of
Representatives, included a directive to the Natlon-
al Park Service requesting safety-minded improve-,

ments at the crossing of U.S. Route’ 29 a.nd Va.
Route 234 in the Battlefield Park. ™ A

County Supervisor Edgar'S. Wilbourn ‘I, R?
Gainesville, a supporter of road work in the park,
reaffirmed the need for turn lanes at a meeting in
his office Wednesday, citing Virginia Department of
Transportation statistics that attribute 73 accidents
resulting in 87 injuries and two deaths to the mter-
section over the past three years.: -

At the meeting, Wilbourn unveiled a draﬂ: pro-,
posal to Park Service Diréctor Terry P. Carlstrom’
from Thomas F. Farley, VDOT’s NorthernTlrg'Lma
chief, outhmng plans toadd tum la.nes at t.he mber-
section. " - R e

But Park Service Commumty Planner J eff Rem-
bold said Wednesday morning that alterations’
would be approved only 1f con.ﬁ.ned to cou.nty andj
Stattela.nd J TR 0LT B "e :!" }

“At this point we are not going to glve up park:
land,” Reinbold said, referring to the stand taken by
former Park Service director William Penn Mott

»ark seryvice:
lanes

in' 1988, 'which:séld thexpreser-
“‘ﬁfmﬂ*‘mm
Ty ¥ in
that "position, FReifitibld *said,
‘wonld-havewb&neﬁﬂm-caﬂ
‘gtrom, - 'who ‘Yewds Drot a4t

he rpark seerviee hhas rzio
problem “with Pmobt 06f "the
planis, 2@ceording “to FREhbold.
Bat thedea‘ham‘ﬂonﬂm
the south bourid” Va.lﬁu‘hne,
however, “would “retririve2a 110-
to {5-foot : *trip”6f' dand “alorig
the “vodd “that “belorigs “tothe
perk. “Reinbold :gaid “that "the
ParkServm‘wm!dhee&mm
details “before it ‘ean~eonsider
the“proposal ‘ddequately. FRar-
ley’s “letter “is ¥xpettdd "to be
wmlg!—ae"by‘-the "end Chf“ﬂé.xt
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Relief pushed for
battlefield traffic

By TED GOTSCH st
of the Potomac News , - .
-+ The Virginia Department of
Transportation plans . next
week to file a plan to enlarge
the U.S. 29-Va. 234 intersec-

tion inside Manassas National
Battlefield Park with federal

authorities, forcing them to -

address the previously stalled -
issue. ; SARCETIEEE

" Using legislation introduced
by Rep. Frank Wolf, R-10th;
and passed Tuesday by the
U.S. House of Representatives
to help force action, lawmak- -
ers and transportation author-.
ities met Wednesday with a
National Park Service official

_to press for construction of a
" left-turn lane from U.S. 29 at

the historic crossroads.
+« “Finally, we are beginning

“to bring it to a head,” said -

state Del. Harry Parrish. R-
Manassas, - who attended the
meeting -at ‘ Prince William
‘County- Supervisor Ed
Wilbourn III's office. “The
National Park Service jealous-
ly guards all of its land.”.. -

_ Politicians

* ‘and .. park

years over the need for the

.-turn lanes within the battle-
- fleld., While elected officials
- say it's necessary for improved

‘safety, grass-roots groups say

" But a park representative at
.Wednesday's meeting“said the
service's “* vieWw ~ has' = ndt
sehanged. " "+ ML A A ":
- “At this point, the Park Séj-
vice stands by the. position
that it is not willing ta give up
-land for the intersection,” said
Jeff Reinbold, a communify
planner for the agency. *I can't *
“imagine " the “'Park " Service
:would change its position unfil

o s At saw the final proposal.” o .
. activists  have. clashed for ¥ Wider & - tl'g_;iﬁsl

ening the intersec¢

iintended ; to. femporarily ‘ease

traffic within the park. VDOT
is studying whether to build'a ..
‘bypass for U.S.- 29,*which
swould take the road out of the

ocomac News

the expansion s part of a plan W St oim
to" ggslopf the ‘surrounding g?tg"qc_l.d.'..a previous goal \of
area. - SRl D i :ws - Wolls,, .

Despite repeated ‘meetings,
Park- Service officials have
refused to let the turn lane he
built because its construction
would require the.agency {0 erdments for their diligent effort to
cede some of the battlefield. i+ | spend my tax dollars wisely in an

But Wolf inserted language effort to improve the streets in the . |
into a House Appropriations Princedale and Ridgedale communi-
bill that *directs the National ties. The new asphalt is just mar- * . !
‘Park Service to cooperate with Velous. S PRI Loy
Virginia Departient of Trans- t'I‘he warranty for this work and .,
portation'and Federal Highway materials must be pretty good, too. :: %
Administration officials fo | Tor Lic Way the material is already |

> breaking apart when I walk on it, not .

make necessary lm_prqvements to mention when I drive on it and how
to the intersection.” ... . It adheres to my car, we should be

Elected officials said they seeing the work crews resurfacing the
are optimistic the. provision, streets again in the near future: |
although not yet law, will force guess someone had extra money to .
park authoritles - to “consider spend and dec!ded our streets needed
the plan VDOT will submit on the work. That's Odd. I heard thc
or before July 25 and to school system was running short of

respond to it within 45 days>

= g L

BT A R
Local government spending |
its dollars in odd ways

I would like to thank our local gcﬁ'r-E

e g

Eric VanNortwick, Dale City
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National Park Service says
new road ‘unacceptable’

By DAVE MARINO-NACHISON
JM Staff Writer

Routing a new, regional road
between the Manassas National Bat-
tlefield Park and the Conway Robin-
son Memorial State Forest is “unac-
ceptable,” according to a federal
administrator.

Putting the road near the battle-
field “will visually encroach on the
park, substantially increase noise
within the park and produce future
adverse uses adjacent to the park,”
wrote U.S. National Park Service
Field Director Terry P. Carlstrom in
a Dec. 13 letter to the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

Although such an option has not
been approved by the state, the
boards of supervisors of Prince
William, Loudoun, Stafford and
Fauquier counties have all endorsed
such a plan.

“We firmly believe that to super-
impose a regional facility over the
[Va. Route] 234 bypass corridor will
overwhelm the resources of and vis-
itation to the park,” Carlstrom con-
tinued. “This option is unaccePtabIe
to the National Park Service.”

Alignments for such a road,
which would connect Va. Route 7
near Leesburg with Interstate 95 in
Stafford County, have been the topic
of the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation’s Western Transportation

National Park Service offi-
cials “firmly believe that to
superimpose a regional
facility over the [Va. Route]
234 bypass corridor will~ * °
overwhelm the resources '
of and visitation to the .

park.” _
Terry P. Carlstrom .

field director
National Park Service

Corridor Study.

At the root of Carlstrom’s disap-
proval of the road is the contention
that such a road isn’t needed.
VDOT's data “does not'support the
need for a regional north-south
transportation facility,” he wrote,
adding that area transportation
improvements planned for the
region “will adequately support the
region through the year 2020.”

“There’s no demonstrated need
for this road,” agreed battlefield
superintendent Robert K. Sutton,
who collaborated with Carlstrom on
the letter.

“We've looked at all the different
alternatives,” said Sutton. “The ben-
efit of the road does not match the
impact.”

Since a corridor hasn’t been cho-

sen by the state, said VDOT study
project manager Robert MacDonald,
comments such as Carlstrom’s are
somewhat premature.

If the corridor between the two
parks is chosen, however, VDOT
will likely meet with the park ser-
vice to discuss mitigating impacts,
MacDonald added, although such a
discourse wouldn’t be relevant until
the design of a specific alignment
was chosen.

Sutton would like to see the align-
ment of the road somewhere else
entirely, but “solutions aren’t our
responsibility,” he said. He did note
that the letter suggested the study’s
westernmost possible alignment —
which would run near Haymarket

— might be worthy of further study.

That alignment was effectively
eliminated Friday at a meeting of
the study’s policy advisory commit-
tee, a group composed of elected
officials from the affected counties,
when the committee decided to back
an alignment along an existing util-
ity corridor, bisecting the parks.

The committee’s recommendation
will not be official, however, until it
has reconciled questions about the
road’s alignment both near the bat-
tlefield and in Stafford County. The
Commonwealth Transportation
Board will make a final decision
sometime early next year.



