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A US. District Courl jury has
cleared the way, temporarily af
least, for a 312.5-acre addition lo the
Manassas National Battlefield Park
by recommending that the federal
government pay $4.2 million for the
extra space.

o tictals at the ::mm and %
-S. Department Justice say
price lag recommended by the jury

is aboul $3 million too much

“Idon’t think (the cost of the land)

Swain and justice

department

officials said Friday that the federal

Jjury’s decision.

government likely will appeal the
The justice department is repre-

iz

senling the battlefield and the
United States in the land condem.
nalion suit.

“Manassas altorney Tom Under-
wood represents the heirs of Walker
Davis, owners of the 312.5-acre site
on U.S, 29-211 north of Manassas,

“Justice was done —1']] pul it that
way," Underwood said of the jury's
finding Friday.

Sources said that a ap-
praiser for the Davis estate valued
the Davis property at just over $1
million,

An appraisal firm hired by the
justice department estimated the
Property al $812,000, sources said,

Swain said he thinks the Jjury may
have misunderstood jts oplions
when it recommended (that the
Davises be paid $4,218,750 for the
land, or about $13,400 an acre,
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whittling the list down to 10."
wWe'ru tickled to death” at the
a said Anne Snyder,
head of the anti-mall Save the Bat-

aga
proposed mall — the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and the

Parks Conservation
See Listedon A-2.
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