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stated that firms and businesses want to develop land where most of the

Second Battle of Manassas occurred.

““The local government should want to protect, he said. T

“Prince William County and Manassas are rapidly growing areas. Most
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are not concerned, The developers only concern is making bucks.

“If Mr, (William) Mott (the director of the National Park Services) made
ion today, it would make a difference,” he said. “I think people

Rolland Swain, superintendent of the park, spoke to the committee about ‘Members of the committee agreed with Swain.
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in“warding" them off. member, who asked not to be identified.

Swain said the board's ing of the Virginia Department of A second committee member, who also wished to remain anonymous,
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: threals to other parks (Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park in Virginia and Antietum National Batlefield in
gg.. , but they are not as acute (as the Manassas Battlefield Park)
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don't know. We have this pro-development board — with just a lot of lip
service — who say they care about the battlefield and don't. They're ob-

viously not doing it.” )
“0r they are not interested in doing it," Swain added.
“You have to remember that the board is a strange beast,” the first
committee member said. “They could care less about tourist dollars

because they can't have the tax base they could have (with development).
They don't care. That's the bottom line.”
But some committee members believe a compromise can be reached.
Manassas Battlefield Park official John F. Byrne said, "It seems to me

e ean have both," he said. “Just tailor development to go around the

| (battle) site. Why build on the site and then spend taxpayers money for other

See Committee Bashes on A-3.




