ﬂrivfn rains and
‘the previous ‘Wed-
-Yorkshire had left
mains .pictured “of an
i gé it ‘used as'a military hos-
' ‘;ﬂ during ‘the Civil War.” The
réxplanation was aécurate, but en-
| 'lgiﬂlr -inadequate to indicate .the .
real + ignificance of [this build.
.tng. ‘which is’one of thé most in-
terestlnz in: northern| Virginia in
. lits associations with the War’ Be-
" tween the Btates ! e

g The-present writer let'erred fre-
fel- - quently to this barn| which was
tke, = built in 1856-by Wilther McLean
3 on -his “Yorkshire” plantation, in
" his bookionrthq history, traditions
bar, and landmi!rks of the Manassas
A , Bill Run ‘Remenmbers,
¥ial ushqg in 1953, second edition,
X+ p;? yone initerested in the his-
io&m fory i o the . “McLiean barn” and

' York 'h‘e splahtation in general

bit | can tind much about them in this
‘hat ~ 'book, especially on pages 96 to 101;
,algo;in the Official. Records, War
of ‘the Rebellion. Tt -will be en-
ough. here fo merely mention the

ito

labe——

the _

sng I at

join [ e

me? | @Never sgatisfied! The same
.7 persons who were complaining

tin about the cold weather last Win-
and| ter wefe the first to gripe about

the summer heat. Mus} admit the
over 90-degree temperatures the
past week have had us pll swelter-

- wind sometim

salient facts . 'f:r e’ﬂy

‘

* Having been bulilt in 1866, 4 fact, .

chlselled in a foundation stone .

near<the southwést cornér of .the.
building, today in’ 1958 it is 102
years old; an,‘antique” aceording
10 the strict meaning of that term.

Tt must be undefstood. that the

significant part'of the structure
was not destroyed by, the recent

" the théatre would be the natur

storm, It is only the massive stone-

wotk, built of blocks of native
sandstone, which dates. from!be=
- {fore the 1860s, The flimsy- wooden
trarheWork above: "which = was

swept away, was the third “hay-

mow” to surmount this sidehill
stone barn. Wilmer- McLedn's -oti-
ginal ‘haymow, ‘was, -according to
tradition, demplished by fire or

‘after’ the war, a
second one ‘replacing it }aterlfuf-
fered the same| fate, and the third
has just now been destroyed,.,s_o
history has suffered no loss; it is}
in fact, a good riddance, .since
a superstructure more in. keeping
with the historic character of the
massive barn can now be -placed
upon it.

Wilmer McLean’s residence,
which stood a few hundred feet
west of the barn, disappeared
many years ago and no picture
of it is known to exist. It was
the headquarters of Gen., Beaure-
gard, commanding the Confeder-
ate army defending Bull Run and
Manassas Junction, from July 18
to July 21, 1861, while Gén. Mec-
Dowell’s Union army was attempt-
ing to drive the Confederates from
this position. On July 18 a Con-
federate field hospital was set up
in McLean's barn and ambulances
and wagons, as well -as mounted
men of Beauregard’s staff, appear-
ed around it. Union battéries on
the hills north of Bull Run, about
a mile distant, observing the wag-
ons -and men and mistaking the
hospital_flag on the barn for a
Confederate ‘emblem, opened fire
on the buildings. Theirs were the
first shots fired in the first major
battle of the war. |

Surgeons Abandon Barn
One shell demolished the chim=
ney - of -the McLean house and
wrecked the dinner of Gen." Be-
auregard and staff, while the clos-
eness of the fire caused the sur-

srbmsentanon of A!nm
- tentary of thé war, 1861
‘Roads, Vienha,

‘door

al’ plays during ‘the.¢o

"4t 'js said that Bafl
Watr
othér nearby places have - siic
theatres. Why not. Mianassas, m
notable historically than any’
them? The barn itself, benea

place for a refreshment room with

a loeal historical museum,. souvenir .

‘sales display, and a patio outside
the archways for tables and out-
service overlooking the
beautiful view of the Bull Run
valley and the. distant, wooded
hills of Fairfax County. Influen-

_{ial.. people and. orzammsm in

Washington have expr “sym-
pathy toward some such utﬂiza
tion of the McLean barn, -and
concern about the future of this
finie old symbol of the past. But
some practical local interest in
the subject in Manassas ftself, and
concrete action for the preserva-
tion of the building ian thé im-
mediate future must be forthcom-
ing before any such projects can
pe materialized. Will_the people
of Manassas realize their respon-
sibility, as well as their oppor-
tunity, while there is yet time?

Yours sincerely,

Joseph Mills Hanson

. !
ANONYMOUS ‘YANKEE'

PLEADS FOR NEAT TOWN
Editor Journal Messenger:

I am sending you a few sugges-
tions to improve the looks of
Manassas.

‘Manassas is a fine place to live—
I would like to keep it so. I like
the people and have been happy
while living here. But I do not
like to see church members hang
out long lines of washing on Sun-
day when there are six days of
the week to do such work, and
-these people are at home,

The garbage cans which are
left out on our streets all day
are unsightly. Women go to work,
put the cans out, and they are
left until night, 'Also, there is no
way to clean those cans, We had
a first class system when. the
men collected the cans.and left
a clean one. Now you cannot clean
the cans with lye and that's what

it takes. I will'not bring the mess:

To N¢
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v a'Bird

v cqmeh a report of a test

been jumping about “like a
* illed & tpcket-powered jump

the invention of Alexander

Weich, and Harry Burdette.

» currently getting the jump
rding toiha report, and de-
re.as yet inknown,. However,
wys that the jump belt makes
1 1Itis capabla of propelling

g4 the feats of Buck *
the spaceage jump
ace has ‘created curiosity and
circles. The inventors claim

a feeling of being in outer
iriplanet| since.the jump belt

terach gravity. This makes
?hhﬁp belt practically weight-
gt provided can be controlled
s~ acrording to reports.

waiting such a belt for many
we first considered buying
om magazine advertisements
And,/if the jump belt would
cked husband out of his House
ht be one of the most signifi-
wr era, ;

ation Time
ith of vacation—the mid-sum-

ights are warm and often clear
1g, swimming and fishing beck-

bly too busy. Or you haven't

g around the house. Or you
noney. Or something. Qur ad-
7obir jproblems, take to the hills

resh your mind and your body

aderful therapy. July is a won-
And ‘maybe other years will
problémg. For example, today
var. Gasoline is not rationed.
Irive. where you wish and enjoy
r and interesting scenery.

*.on our highways continues,
hile seeking to enjoy the out-
| weather some two thousand
their lives each summer. An-
wenty | thousand are injured,
lor seribusly hurt. See that you
iese. ‘But enjoy July; 1958, and
tis ours, and the luxury nature

Jammed with, axecutiqes
he: businm

heloﬂh”

Ing.

@Barbara Southworth received
the title Miss Freestone In cere-
monies highlighting the weekend
actlvities at Freestone Point. Miss
Southworth, 16, is the attractive
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond - Southwdrth, Woodbridge.

.Bhe is a student at Gar-Field.

Congratulations, Barbara!

#We were taking our ease in .

the backyard Saturday afterncon
aftér a rough day in the office
when Carl Hill called to Invite us
to Prepstone to judge the semi-
finals in the beauty contest. Need-

\_7ess to say, we enjoyed the occa-

slon. ‘We were quite surprised at
the new attractions added to the
amusement center adjoining the
swimming pools, such as a ferris
wheel, merry-go-round, miniature
thain, ete. Car] says work on the
new marina, accommodations
for 110 boats®ls expected to get
under way soon. Ground will be
broken for a motel this fall. As
usual Carl was the usual genial
host,

@Bank statements In this lssue
revenl steady growth of the coun-
ty's financlal institutions with a
blg jump In assets as compared
with June 30th last year.

@ Eleciriec power consumption
for s hit a new high in
Jung: This Is indicated in the
pu ]lm of kilowatt hours from
Vi In June, 1857, the “town
purg¢hased °385200 EWH. The

s month this year the total
watl 662,800, This is a galn of ap-
proximately 45 percent.

wn Manager ETliot fells us
that the town's water and sewer
projects are estimbted at more
thap 60 percent completed. The
new waler tank is practically

* ready, except for painting it.

@®'"Pat” Ware, who Is resigning
as our Woodbridge correspondent
as’ of this week writes: “I have
enjoyed working for the news-
paper the past year and regret
that I am unable to continue.
Bince the news of my resignation
came out last week I have had so
many phone calls and Inquirles
that I almost feel like a celebrity.”
Money wise there's not much com-
Yensation in a correspondent's job.
But there Is a great deal of satis-
faction In doing such an impartant
service for one's community,

@1Ts our face red! Ads appearing
in last week's J-M for the Bank
of Nokesville and the Bank of
Occoquan erroneously carried 4
percent Interest on savings In-
stead of 3 percent. Cashler Bob
Byrnes of Nokesville was the first
to call the error to our attention.
We haven't heard from Cashler
Rex Bond as yet, but understand
both banks were kept busy ex-
plaining why they couldn't accept
savings deposits at 4 percent. So
sorryl

o port-handed at the J-M this

enjoying the breezes .salling
P tm on a crulse of the
o .. Lino
w-rddhllo

operatar
a motor trip

t. News Editor Bob Graves:

hospital. flag on the barn for a
Confederate emblem, opened fire
on, the buildings. Theirs were the
first shots fired in the first major
battle of the war.

Surgeons Abandon Barn

One shell demolished the chim-
ney of the McLean house and
wrecked the dinner of Gen. Be-
auregard and staff, while the clos-
eness of the fire caused the sur-
geons to abandon the barm as a
hospital. The locality was also un-
der fire three days later when, on
July 21, Longstreet's brigade, ad-
vaneclng from Blackburns Pord,
and D. R. Jones' brigade, advanc-
ing from MecLeans Ford, tried un-
successfully to reach Centreville
and cuf the line of Union retreat
1o Wai ton The place remain-
ed within the Confederdte lines
until March 9, 1862.

Wilmer McLean in 1861 was an
elderly man, too old for military
service In the Southern army. He
was well to do and able to live
about as: he liked, His rather
alarming experiences during the
three day battle along Bull Run
disgusted him with living in the
frontler of warfare. So he laft
*“Yorkshire" in the charge of care-
takers and took his family to the
deep interior of Virginia, where
he bought a ‘comfortable home in
the village of Aopomattdbx Court
House, sbout 90 miles west of
Richmond, where he felt sure the
war would never reach him agaln.

Here he dwelt peacefully for
about three and a half years. Then,
on the morning of April 9, 1865,
while g down the village
street. he encountered two mount-
ed officers) one in blue uniform,
the other In gray. They Inaquired
of him where they might find b
house with a roem in It large e«
ouch to a¢commodate a party of
officers for a conference. His own
house was the most commodious
in the villhge, so he invited them
there. Pregently the party of of-
ficers camp, those in blue accom-
panying eral U. 8. Grant,
commanding the Union Army of
the e, and one in gray ‘ac-
companying General Robert E.
Lee, commanding the Confederate
Army of Northern Virginla, The
two commanders sat down In Mr,
Mclean's parlor and drew up the
brief terms by which the Con-
federate army surrendered to that
of the Unlon.

Beginning And End

Thus, by one of the strangest
coincidences In all history, the
war which virtually began with
the bursting of a shell In the kit-
chen chimney of Wilmer McLean's
house at “Yorkshire” \rlrtually
ended In his parlor at A

.these people are at nome,

The garbage ecans which are
left out on our streets all day
are unsightly. Women go to work,
put the cans out, and they are
left until night, Also, there Is no
way fo clean those cans. We had
a first -class system when the
men collected the ctans and left
a clean one, Now you cannot clean
the cans with lye and that's what
it takes. I will not bring the mess
in my home — if you keep your
grounds nice there is no place to
put the lye. So what to do?

I would llke to see uptown
bulldings kept neat and clean, also
the grounds. You have a magnl-
{icent new bank, the People Na-
tional, always spotless, and across
the street on the Battle street
side of the Episcopal Church the
grounds are grown up In weeds,
trash Is everywhere and the
shrubs are badly In need of cut-
ting.

I would like to sign my name
but T am a Yankee in Manassas,
and I want to stay here.

Yours for progress for a clean,
attractive Manassas, Va.

Anonymous

PRAISES OSBOURN CHORUS |

BINGING AT CATHEDRAL

Editor, Journal Messenger:

I have read with profound
pride and Interest. . .the.article
in the Whlhlnston Btar, We

' were privileged to attend this
wonderful service (given by the
Osbourn High School Chorus) and
proud of the fact that our daugh-
ter made her contribution with
this fine group. But nevertheless
the performance of the group was
superb to the ears of this amateur
and their ability was rewarded
by the honor of singing in the
Cathedral in Washington.

Their journeys to several schools
and churches in the Washington
area has “been most warmly re-
celved and the experience has
proved an asset

Thelr performhance in the Cath-
ederal was a most befitting climax
to the efforts of the chorus and
Mr, Myers.

1 think Manassas cltizens should
be very proud of thelr very fide
showing the columns of The
Journel
long way i bringing about this
recognition.
Thank you,
MMr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Welh

Mr, and Mrs Willlam B. Fletch-
er and son Mike, house guests for
several days of Mr. and Mrs. John

The dimensions of the McLesn

barn, inside the 28 inches thick
stone walls, are about 75 feet long,
north to south, 40 feet wide, an

nine or lgn rnl‘. high under the
heavy wh d roof b At
wide Intervals t.hu roof (which
was the floor of the haymow) is
supported by large, squared wood
columns. The west side Is built
into the hill. On the east side,

_which looks down a long slope of

former pasture land to the woods
along Bull Run near old McLeans
Ford, the entrenchments of D, R,
Jones' brigade and the steep hills
d the run, there are three
great: nrehl:i! each ten feet wide
and eight felt high at the- apex.
They. light tha' interfor fully in
the daytime. 'The floor |a all eon-
crete. In his day Wilmer McLean
hn¢ ample room in this huge barh
“or his work teams, milk cows,

'm;: mnﬂa!falry and probably for

Jr., have returned to

could go a

national anad StaTe Cenwiles v
missions would meét soon with
local park officlals and interested
community citizens in planning the
local Centennial observance. He
urged the support of the comimun-
ity and the Chamber In helping
to make Manassas the focal point
during the big centennlal.

He briefly outlined plans in the
making for the further develop-
ment of the Manassas Battleflelds
including an addition to the mus-
eum and the acquisition of more
land In the area.

In. and

Dr. and Mrs, Marvin L. Glllum
and daughters, Cindy and Debby,
are vacll.lonlnx for several weeks
at Ocean G‘lty.

- -

Mr. and Mrs. F. 'W. Droste had
as their house guests for several
days recently Mrs. R. G. Boehme
and Donald Boehme of Spring-
field, Ohlo.

L] - -

Mre. and Mrs. Warren Frowe
have had as their guests recently
Mr., and Mrs. Dean Sims and
daughter Susle of ,Philadelphia

-« " 9

and Mr, and Mrs. C. 8. Huhn and
son Teddy of Atlanta, Ga. Teddy
is the house xumolthem
for two weeks. .

- - -

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bryan and
daughter Penny of Richmond were
the guests of Mr, and Mrs, Charl-
ton Gnadt on Sunday. Lynn and
Charlton Gnadt Jr. have returned
to their home after a week at
eamp. Lynn attended the FFA-
FHA camp at Smithfield, Va., and
Charlton attended 4-n camp at
Jamestown.

L

Mrs. C. C. Lynn was accom=
panied by her ‘daughter, Mrs.
Callie Stipe on a visit to Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Sinar of N
over the 4th of July holiday.

Mr. and Mrs, Don Ross and
son of College Park, Md., were
the weekend guests of Mirs. Ross’
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Warren
Coleman,

LI

'Georgia Frowe and sh.uron Leg-

gett left Sunday for a’ week's

Capt. and Mrs. M. N. Weh-
mueller and family of Quantico
were the dinner guests on Sun-
mumnmmmmm

Rocky Run Garden Club
Meets At Mount Gilead

onﬂmm The Rocky
Ruh Garden Club held its July
meeting at Mount Gilead, the
home of BMrs, Fred nt: Coe
hostesses with Mrs. Windnt were
Mrs. ‘Anne Turbzwﬂlamqm
Richard Reidel. * '\/

Mrs. Marvin Réesg,
conduéted the business
Plans redlmlsaedmehélep-

tember Wﬁhw. and mem» - ©
to write".

bers voted:

i ot

im.m Patteson-Enight,
‘gave’ a stimulating talk.on. the.

tion of 'the azalea.
Mrs, Patteson-Enight, an azalea
expert who lives in Fairfax, dis-
cussed the British; Japanese and
Ameritan varieties, giving useful
tips on their wﬁ’umnd,u of
growth and. how to overcome

i,
ents of mlqn “balls
mmwnm.mm

orfolk
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Mfices met for,

ing on Juné. 16:}

convened © ’in

m of the Peo-
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@504 S HISTORIC STRUCTURE LEVELED—Driving rair and high winds last Wednesday night swept through York-

the group in.{ shire damaging homes and property. Shown above are the remains of an old barn, used as a military hospital

County Office | during the Civil War, , . :

se Bomﬁgmm.m : B s et e

arious agricul- : :

edures and ar

and opinions

nt.. Mrs. Eul?

ifice' manage:

s in charge of

te meeting.

[ S —

Q Fund

g e

g e R A A A A A s g R s

s
Tnh chaial axals




