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Fm‘nﬂww‘m nwE.nrﬁ_doE. 10 %mov_m
stand 'in’a _.E.&m. eyes closed, feet

_slightly. mu_.mwm ‘and hands pressed
together as. though in prayer. A tape
' recorder E&a soft music in the back-

ground and, as a quiet voice speaks in
Chinese, the' members slowly begin
raising and lowering their arms. .
Watching the exercise, it seems
unlikely that these slow m._.moamE move-
ments could have led to so much blood-

shed and Sagmﬂw wan nm:E gong
has ‘struck fear and anger into the
Chinese Mag_ﬂﬂmun just as it E.Enm
peace and health to its _u_.mnﬂﬁobaum,

At Trinity Episcopal Church in
Manassas, a small group of adherents
meets each Sunday afternoon to spend
an hour running through Em&gﬁdc.
exercises.

“People will sometimés ask are a..n i
exercises physical® or spiritual in
nature,” Jim Giragosian, of Catharpin,
said. .._H._HS. are both because in EEH

?59.@:% learn truthfulness, noz%mmm_os and 8_@5:8

mouhzﬁnmﬁac Eﬁmumanm
Falun gong is a warwsn practice
intended to improve the mind, body

" and spirit: While the exercises are the
most visible ammh of the practice, the
core lies in the principles of truthful-

ness, compassion and tolerance.

“The exercises are not really the most
significant part of the practice but they
are  probably the most visible,”
Giragosian mBn_ ..OEU,BEHN our E..B.K
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errors in trial.... ...
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: By DusTty SMITH
. dsmith@timespapers.com

In briefs filed last month at the Virginia Supreme Court,
defense attorneys for Justin Michael Wolfe, 21, listed 37 errors
they say occurred during Wolfe’s January murder trial.

A Prince William County jury convicted Wolfe in January and
sentenced him to death after 22-year-old Owen Merton Barber IV,
the confessed triggerman, testified that Wolfe ordered the murder
of Daniel R. Petrole Jr., 21, to escape a drug debt.

* Petrole, who was living in Bristow at the time of the murder,

See WOLFE, Page A5

Haymarket’s Mt. Atlas mﬁm _.a?._@m

County could not save historic home, but maybe state can

By Dusty SMITH
dsmith@timespapers.com

The aging structure north of
Haymarket known as Mount Atlas
may have found its savior.

As land, residents and historic
debris have disappeared from the
estate, Mount Atlas continues to
draw interest from those who seek to
preserve buildings that help tell the
county’s history.” *

A nonprofit. preservation grou
has agreed to take on the task of find-
ing either a person or group to take
responsibility for the home and possi-
bly restore it. .

“We are on the path,” said Gordon
Lohr, of the Association for the
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities.
“We are hoping a private homeowner
will buy it and have a historic home
to live in.”

The group does not retain owner-

4
1

ship of the properties it works to pro- |
tect, but rather works as a' mecha-

nism to ensure the preservation of

the historic properties it oversees,

Lohr said.

“It's a picture of our past,” said
Don Wilson, a historian with the
county’s library system, referring to
historic structures. “At the rate we're
losing them, we cannot afford to lose
anymore.” -

After the Board of County
Supervisors decided in 2000 not to
include the 1795 home in its historic
renovation plan, many thought the
home would be demolished as the
land it sits on is further developed.

The county boasts a significant
number of historic structures, but,
over the years, many have not been
maintained. County officials: are .
forced to pick and choose which of the
many historic properties they can

P _ A

afford to renovate and maintain. -

Two years ago, Mount Atlas was
cut from the list of properties the
county would attempt to save after it
was determined that the cost of mov-
ing the building to the Brentsville
Courthouse Historic Site would be
almost $250,000.

“The county was given the oppor-
tunity by the estate to move the
house, restore it,” said Robert
Bainbridge, the county's historic
preservation planner.

But the deteriorating condition of
the' home meant that significant

‘structural work would have to be

done to make the building stable
enough to transport. Supervisors

decided the $250,000 price tag was .

too high..
bn. the time, mﬁumﬂﬁwo-. Ed

See ATLAS, _unnn >w)_~

it e A : Times Staff Photo/Dusty Smith
MOUNT ATLAS: The Mount Atlas home, located near Waterfall Park north of
' Haymarket, was built in 1795. Its deteriorated condition could add 7
8_._m_amBu_< to the cost of moving the structure.
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From Page Al ~move to save it,” Wilson said. “It wen

14 A is one of the oldest buildings in attor-

ool ANTAT Jgia e Wilbourn (R-Gainesville) was that part of the county. It is a sig- ational

0 R R | quoted in local newspapers as nificant house from that time | etrack
ince’ William,  Manassas and Manassas’ saying, “If we go down the road of * period. It is worth saving.” J._

Park police were inundated with phone calls saving every house because it is The property where Mount ; that

Sunday as hundreds of residents reported a old, we would soon deplete the Atlas sits was part of Robert motor-

strong smell of natural gas. county’s budget.” “King” Carter’s 41,000-acre Bull | Road,
Fire and rescue units were unable to locate That is not to say the county Run Tract. § i

the source of the smell, which was reported shirks its duty in regard to In 1795, Peter B. Whiting built _.BER_
from all parts of Manassas as well as the neigh- preservation. Work is now under the home that remains today. —

boring city of Manassas Park and the sur- way to restore Ben Lomond The house has changed hands | at the
rounding county. . Manor and the Brentsville several times, serving as a home _

At 2:55 p.m., an official with Washington Courthouse. The Old Manassas for families named = Carter, age A5

Gas determined that the smell was not a natu-
ral gas leak. -

Earlier in the day, a natural gas pumping sta- -
tion in Fauquier County, owned by Transco Gas
Company, experienced an overflow of the odorant
that is added to the gas to give it the distinctive
smell. Natural gas has no odor and gas compa-
nies add the easily recognized odor to the gas so
people can tell if there is a leak.

But no natural gas had been released into the
atmosphere Sunday and there was no danger of
fire or explosion.

Courthouse was completed earli-
er this year. :

In fact, the county has a long
history of preserving its history.
The biggest problem is the large
number of potentially historic pro-
jects that could be undertaken.

But since the high cost
deterred board members from
saving Mount Atlas, Bainbridge
said he looked for other ways to
save the house.

its preservation.
“Because of the condition of

_ the house, there’s been no great

Whiting, Foley, Gossom and
Padgett.

Barton Padgett and his wife,
the former Pauline Gossom, were
the last people to live in the home.

When they moved into a
smaller ranch house built on the
same property, many items were
left in the historic structure.

against the walls. An old heater

Times Staff Photo/Dusty Smit

LEFT BEHIND: An old suit of clothing—dusty, gray and worn—still
Through the windows, bed Nangs on the formerly screened-in back porch. The clothes are among
frames can be seen _mm..n—mﬂ_.m_ _-__.._N__-_% mum_ﬂ_m. __JO_EQ__._Q qu_._mwr_ﬂ@ and QQUD@- left at the house.

The aquuwﬁaua Gas official told police that “It is pretty significant in that looks much like an old-fash- gray and worn—still hangs on the Supervisors now plan to rezone |
reports of the smell had been reported as far terms of its architecture,” he said, ioned console stereo remains sit- formerly screened-in back porch.  the parcel so that the historic
away as Gaithersburg, Md. explaining the home's im . ting by the fireplace. Only the front portion of the home may be sold separately from

Officials are reminding residents that if the Wilson agreed that theé home A mural known as “Maiden at three-story house is original. the rancher that sits next to it.

smell is stronger inside than outside, they should
evacuate the building immediately and eall 9-1-1.

was worth saving and suggested

. Peace” was sold long ago. Most of The rear portion of the house
its run-down condition may be % what remains is trash.

was a later add-on, according to

Lohr said his group has
already been working with a

—Tara Slate Donaldson the reason for so little interest in %,  An old suit of clothing—dusty, county records. Realtor to find a new owner.
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GOODSYEAR OUR EXPERIENCE ‘ ‘= MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

Gainesvillle Automotive

Daniel Ferris
2 Former Technical Trainer for
Dear Homeowner, VOLVO CARS OF NORTH AMERICA

- FERRIS AUTOMOTIVE
. VOLVO/IMPORT SPECIALISTS

—
. W Qver 26 Years Of Import Experience ® All Factory Scheduled
'~ . WPre-Purchase Inspections ® All Major Credit Cards _
6583 MERCHANT PLACE, WARRENTON, VA www.ferrisautomotive.com | |

Toll Free 866-347-9800 &= @i B

If you live in Northern Virginia, your siding and perhaps
your roof and gutters may have been damaged by recent
hailstorms. ~ Locally-based Wadden Construction, insur-

- ance replacement specialists for the past 15 years, has
helped thousands of Northern Virginia residents with their
au.._.__ww.n claims. If your home has hail damage, you may
be entitled to a combination of a new roof, gutters and a
complete wrap of your home with a quality vinyl product

FOR THE CAtT an vrarm marar oerrir

only $1995
.menda.o.id:%c..im_s:
* Luba chassis » Replace oil filter

» Check all fluids » Chack tire pressure
« Safetv check

* Improve your gas milsage
* Boos! your horsepower
»Claan the carbon out of your fuel




