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. Bicentennial Commissian
< jve the tFall ready

o oo wers ;v:t"-m?ﬂgguff “a”ﬂa% 4
_Eﬁgﬁu‘ﬁ’&& once stood WETE Aty g aird Tov the

to ha :
s0 anyone who desires may
hike all or part of the trail on
a day to be set in October of
our Bicentennial year.

Cub Olympics
to be Saturday

Prince William District
Cub Scout Olympics will be
held Saturday at 1 p.m. at
Woodbridge Middle School.
The winning packs
representative will go on to
_ the council meet the following
Saturday. Last year Prince

tween the reservoir and a

Eleuhuuntel; U AL T

Wolf Run Shoak Road, whic
is off of Bacon Race Road.

They also cleared a
cemetery with the earliest
date being 1818. They made
permanent records of tomb
and foot stones, which were
found intact.

While the Scouts were
clearing they ran into many
problems such as clearing the
wrong road, thick bushes and
very large cedar trees.

The Scouts who par-
ticipated in this were, Mike
Bishop, Scott Wentzek, Jon
Coon, Bruce Tilly, Ray
Houser, Tom Jenkins, Robby

ara wasea e St WSS U ALK

training course that Wilton
Elmore had taken the week
before.

Troop 2514

Two field trips kicked off
the new school year for Girl
Scout Troop 2514 of Dale City
which meets at Bel Air
School.

The first trip was to
Washington to see the
evening performance of the
Young Americans on the
grounds of the Washington

William won the council
event.

Clark, Terry Carmack, Ed
Hatchel, David Spicer, Mike
McDonald, Charlie Jenkins,

Monument, as well as the
Kodac sponsored film,
“Washington, the Man.".

Park Gate

—Continued from Page B-1  _
rooms. Fireplaces in the ten room house
had been covered over and are being re-
opened. Much of the bricks are laid in the
emish-bond method and the arches in
the fireplaces are in the Keystone design.
The walls, which are bein% torned down,
were made of a mixture of lime, horsehair
and mud. The plaster walls had dozen of
coats of whitewash on them and the
woodwork was in different colored paint.
Reautiful original paneling is in both the
living and dining rooms.

The Niedernhofers eéﬂan to keep the
walls white with colored trim; or reverse it
and have the walls different colors and the
trim white. .

Wallpaper wasn’t in use when the house
was built and won't be used.

“We're not purist in the sense that
everything has to be just the way it was
when the house was built because that
gives no precedence to those other people
that lived here and made changes,” said
Niedernhofer. “There is a certain amount
of importance of living in the house with
the changes that have been made.”

One change that was never made was
the addition of closets in the big rooms
and the Niedernhofers won’t be adding
them either. They'll be using u_;ﬁe
wardrobes in all of the bedrooms. The
couple E}an to furnish the house with
antique Victorian furniture that they have
collected over the years.

The upstair floors are the original wide,
random-width floors. The bedroom
flooring in 10 year old John's room is
made up of only eight boards, cut from
virgin pine. “'I can’t even imagine a tree
that big, they used the heart pine cut out
of the center of the tree,”" said Nieder-
nhofer. The floors A downstairs were
damaged about 100 years ago and had
new flooring laid over them.

The huge beams in the house were
handhewn and the lathes handsplit. The
bricks on the house, are believed to have
been handmade and fired by slaves. The
foundation of the house is of native stone.

“Think of the unlimited manpower that
was needed to make all those nails and
wood pegs for the joints,” said Nieder-
nhofer.

Niedernhofer believes they bought the
house just in time or else restoration
would
house was jacked up by railroad jacks, it
was found that the sill beams had been
eaten up by termites.

The coupie has had the help of neigh-
bors and relatives in the restoration
process.

“‘My brother who is an architect and has
an old house of his own (1810) has been my
guiding hand in seeing that things are
done correctly in saving the house,” said
Niedernhofer. Mrs, Niedernhofer's father
is on hand, too, doing some of the car-
pentry work.

Neighbors Clay Wood and Winfield
Ross have also been instrumental in the
restoration. General contractor is Carter
Kehoe of Bealeton, who has accepted the
spirit of the restoration, too.

Even the three Niedernhofer children
have Eltched- in to help. Laura has re-
glazed windows; John has pulled out
many a nail in the house; and Nancy is a
great go-forer.

Once the house is funished, the couple
would like to have it open to the &uhlic on
special occasons, like Garden Week.

e restoration has meant a lot of
planning, measuring and doing things in
the right sequence.

“Tt is important to get things done in the
right order so they won’t have to be done
over again,” said Mrs. Niedernhofer,

*“Everybody told us not to mr to save it,
but it has really been a fun adventure for
us and it really has been for our
family,” said Mrs. Niedernhofer.

“The kids have learned that work
doesn’t have to be painful but that it can
be very satisfying and rewarding.”

She said daughter, Laura, 11, remarked
to her the other day that other mothers
teach their daughter things like sewing
and cooking-but she had taught her
“great things like mixing cement an
laying bricks."”

ave been impossible. When the
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