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Tnis Park lies in Prince Villiem and Sta’ford Counties, Just
tre left of Dumnfries anc¢ Quantico. 7he outer boundary includes about

o
15,030 acres oI . iling land civided into fouwr principal riiges ond

b

o
eined by tr—es ciear, Tast-iloaing screans, viz. the Worih Ir-neh cf
in2 South Sranch 31 tne raatier axd the upie: poninn of
wopavauciy Cresr ard its brancnes, Irco: vhi-.. inke I'ass tors2 iis nams.
r rxierds along boih sides cof Quanlico Creek for 2 distzrce
d feel. The villags of Joplir, which ig ir ihe center
orisidered tc te a pari of hopawemsic Park, but

ite vo2d Chepawamsice is an Indiar place ..ame vsod to desipnate
ar Incian vil:Zge once situated near the delta or islana dividing the
two mouths of Chopa-izmsic Creek. The -meaning is said to have been "oy
the separaticn of ine outlet.* Quanticc, which rmezns "by the long
swream", wes “he newe riven to a neighbering Indian settlement., 4

Fire and war have played such havo: wiih the records of

tafford 2nd Prince William Counties that & centinuous historical

account of any given piece of ground is well nigh impossibtle. THovw—
ever, the Patent Books in the State Land office in Richmond afford
azple avidence of the importance forrerly attached to Cnopewarmsic oy
the great landed magnates of the seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries. Thanks to this source, we Lave been able tc glean some
interesting facts about the early history of the Park area.

The first people to take up land along ithe Chopawamsic and
along the Quantico already had comforiabie homes in the mora settled
portions of Virginia. Ome can only guess at their reasons for adding
to property holdings which were even then extensive. Perhapss they
coveted land for their younger sons or envisioned still other prosperous
homes and plantations along the hilis overlooking these beautiful navigable
creexs. Some of these great proprietors seem to have bzen animated by a
speculative urge; others just found their land hunger hard to satisfy.
Bs that as it may, one fact stands out clearly whenever one exarines the
1is% of early patenteces; The Chopawamsic hills and ridges were rezerded
as highly desiradle farm land and the most influential persons in the
Virginia colony hastiened to gat a sharo of this valuable territory.

The first rzgnetes to got a slice of soil along the Chopawamsic
were Captain Peter Ynight and Captain Bsker Cutis. Captain Knight, before
the expiration of many years, was to represent Gloucester and Northusbarland
in the Virginia House of Burgesses. The joint Knight—Cutts Patent of



2250 @eres bordered upen the Por ¢ and upon the Chopawonsic Creck, Lat
foiu not seem Lo have eztended into owr park area. I is menticiicd here
s..aply bucause of the fazt that the patent is ihe first known docunent to
refer Lo “Cropawansic" Creek and becguje it secas to hsve inauguratoed a

. rush far property along that stream.rz)

Colonel Sazuel Mathews, on Novembor 23, 1657, took out a patent
for 5,211 acres lying betwsen Little Creek and Chopzwamsic. The recorded
documant sposks of him as "the Present Governor of Virginia." Although
rost of this 5,211 acres lay along the lower pert of Chopewamsic Crsek, a
repstent and survey of 1715 (with plat) shcws that two of ,ihe western
corrers of the propsrty exterded well into the park a:ea.(BJ Since this 1is
zrhzps the most historic of all the park property, it is only right that
sometning more should be said about Samuel Mazthews. He came to Virgirnia
about 1£22 and a year lazter we find him 2 mexber of the highly aristocratic
Virginia Council. He becams an Indien fighter of soma reacvm and in 1635
we fNind him again coming into prominsnce 2s one of the leaders who trought
about the deposition of the "tyrannical' Sir Jonn Hzrvsy. rrom 1652-1657,
he was in England carrying on an unsuccessful batile to secure the ancient
bourdaries of Virginia as over against the claims of !aryland. Shortly
after his return to America, he became Governor of Virginia. It was not
long bafore he quarreled with the House of Burgesses. HKHe was deposed but,
being wise enougn to sub=it to the Burgesses' claim that supreme power lay
in the hcuse as the representatives of the pecople, he was reelccted to the
gubernatorial post which he continued to hoid urtil his death in 1550, His
chief residence was “Danbigh" in Warwick County. iis wife, Frances, whom
he married about 1629, wes the widow successively of Lord Delaware's brothsy
ard of Araham Piewsoy, who has "the best estate ever Ymown in Virginia."(4)
Covernor Mathows was still in possession of his Chopawamsic estate upon
nis death in 1660, From him the property descended to his son John and to
nds grardson Samuel Mathsws, Gentlenen, of King and Queen. Then, on June
14, 1715, John Halloway, Esquire, of Williamsburg, by virture of a deed
from Samel Nathews, t?°§ out 2 repetent for the 5,211 acres, iess 2,000
acres previously sold. 5

This John Holloway had scrved in the army in Irelard in the begin—
ning of King Williams' reign. Later he had been an attorney in the Marshalgea
Court, but having turned "projector" and having ruined himsslf, he came first
to Yaryland and then to Virginia, where hs practiced for thirty years in the
General Court. Sir John Randolph says that, a2s a lawysr, Holloway displayesd
"rrach artifice and cunning® and that his 2uthority was so grsat that he often
enayed the court, evan when he had the wrong side of a cnhse. Since he was
able to browbeat the judges and ths juries, his serviccs were universalliy
in demand and this gave him an opportunity to exact excessive fees which he
tlways did whenever the velue of the thing involved would allow it.
toparently ho wae more feared than liked, bsing haughty, irsolent, passionnte,
reevish, a stranger to hospitality, anmd fickle in his frierdships: He died
on Decenber 14, 1734, at the sge of 69, "after having languished zbout ten
months with a sort of Epilepsie at cortain tiros of the moon, which has
rach impaired his memory znd undarstahding;"rsj According to Randolph, he
vas 1little larented, yet he had been more than just one of the leading
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Virginia 2ttorneys. Hc was the first MNiyor of YHlilianashure und~r ‘i.n
Charter of 1722, Moruover, he wia Snitker of ‘i House of Jurpesscs Ior
fourtoen yesrs 2nd Tre® zurer of the Zolony for (loven years of thet o=l (01)
It has been said that the inthcews-Holloway tract finnlly chrme
into the possession of the most prosperous landed proprietor of the day,
nzmely, Rooert ("King") Cartcr, who, in the course ol a long carcer, en-
joyed the offices of Treasurer, Councillor, and Acting Governor of Virginiz.
A clause in the "FING'S" will suggests that the holloway intercsts in
Stafford Couniy ray have becn a part of the Carter Dorain of 300,00?73cre3
but the writer has not yct fourd conclusive evidence on this pcint.

Captain Wicholas Martian or Marteau, on October 25, 1654, patcrizd
2,000 acres of land lying between Quantico Creek on the north znd the Zoiizw
property on the south. The iract extended west and northwest into ine w
from the head of Quantico Creek and so the western portion of this grznt =
in the Park area2.(8) This gentleman arrived in Virginia before 1620 in 332
had the distinction of being the first man to represent the first York river
Settleme nt in the House of Burgesses. He was also distinguished as crne of
the leaders in the popular protest 2gainst the tyranny of Governor Hurvelr.
He bccame an ancestor of Cegrge Washington t ‘oggh the merriage of his
daughter, £lizabeth, to Colonel Csorge Reade. 9
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Captairn Marteau died in 1657 and on *rch 3rd of the sacme jear,
his sor—ir~law, Colonel George Reade, repatented the 2,000 acre tract
mentioned above,(10) George Reade carse to Virginia as early as 1637. Cn
August 27, 1640, the King in Council appointed him Sccretary of State for
Virginia during the absence of Richard Kemp. After having successively
represented James City and York County in the House of Burgesses, he w3s
elected to the Virginia Council in 1659. Upon the restoration of the
King, he was reappointed to the Virginia Council by Royal Commissiocn., Hg_
died in 1671, As we have seen, he was an ancestor of George Wnshington.(ll)

On Septercber 6, 1654, another ancestor of our first President,
Lieutenant -~ Colonel Nathaniel Pope, patented 1,000 acres upon the north
and south sides of Chopowamsic Creek. Part of this tract lay south of tihe
Methews plantation; the other part lay back of tge Mathews grant nezar the
head of the creek, i. e. in Chopawamsic park.tlz On Marca 15, 1657, ¥ajer
Jeoes Coodwin, who seerms to have been a Royalist refugne, repstented this
saoce l2nd in hie own naie, (alleging that Pope had descrted it).(13) The
Major was a man of coneiderable prominence inasmuch a2s he was a Justice of
the P=zza3 for For§, a county which he represented in Housz 5f Burgesses
the noxt year. 14 Howaver, Lieutenant-Colonel Nathaniel Pcpz was atle to
renew his grant five months later (August 31, 1657), at which time he not
enly repziented tho oripipzl 1'000 acres but added to it 500 acres in the

Mk érea. L2} Jieutenant-Lolonel Pope had satbied i lesvlapd op er Boiosg
1637 and had ssrvod in the General Asscmbly of that Uclony. About 1648 he
repoved to Virgirda and in 1651 established a new house in Westmoreland
County uoon a tract of lard which later beccame "Stratford", the home of

the Loes. re becama an ancestor of George Washington thg?ugh the marriegoe
of his daughter, Ann Popa, to Colonel John Washington.'?t



Upon the head of Chorwwanmsic Creek ard lying "%out’r.ez-st uTon
‘re lzrZ of Xr. Mathaniel Pope" was a 500 acre tract of land paionicd
bty Ccienzl Walter Rroachurst, Septemder 4, 1555, 17) The Co;or.e; was
one of tre nost p; ominent men in the ho-t..c:n weck. In acddition to
serving 28 a member of the House of Burgesses in 1653, ho hud held the
office of high shorlff of his county. His chief residence vos Chathanm
lanlztion in Yestomoreland, His wife, Arne, was a davgiter of Colorel
Thomas Cerrard, one of the founders of Maryland. After the death of
Colonel Broadhurst in 1659, she was twice rarried, her thirc hus‘:{:‘-‘c}
(1669) teing Colonel John nasnm:'ton, ancestor of the Presicent.!13
rowever, Colonel washingion nevar possessed the C..G;’.‘é“.d =sic ':lstate,
which passed in 1662 o Cerrard Broadhurst, son of Valter an Arne
Brozdnurst, and in 1665 to Colonel Peter Ashion, mexber of ihe House

of Burg u'-*f—*i for Charles City County, 1656, and for Northusberlard,
165, 1£60,(19)

On Xovenmber 24, 1658, Gilss Zrent, patented 1,000 acres des—
crited as beginning at ths headline of Colonsl Walter Broadhursits tract
end extending northwest ard northsrly up the North Rranch of Chopawamcic
Crasek. Tne greater portiorn of this plantation was therefore within the
brundardies cf what is now Chopawamsic Park. The patent was rencwed on
Yovezber 2, 16-.;2, at which time the patentee was referred to as "Capiain
Giles Erentn,(20)

Colo‘r.el Giles Brent, as he was calied in later life; camns of

a fine oid Cztholic Ffamily in Somerscishire. He enigrated to laryliend
avout 1637 and, bcung & man of ability and energy and a closz relativs
L Lord mlt*—wre, he held the high offices of Commander of KHent Izliang,
¥suber of the Council, Treasurer, Chief Justice and Deputy Csvernor of
$he Colony. Then, ha\-ir.g married an Indian girl, the daughter of the
Viiuperor" of the Piscataways, and having laid claim to a largs part of
Yaryiand, he quarreled with the Ealtimore family and cams to Stafford
Courity, Virginia. His naw homes were given picturesque names, the best
known bsing called 'Peace" arnd YRichland." He married 2s nls secoend or
third wife, Frances VWnitgreaves, widow of Dr. Jeremiah farrison, and
eistar of Thozas 'v\hn,greuv?s ~$'ho saved the 1life of Charles II after tha
battle of Worcester, 1651.(<1 :

Colonel Giles Brent died in 1671 and his pr opnrt:r' alorg thse
Chopcwamsic passed to his sbn Giles, who as Colonel Gilee Brent,
reised 1,000 to 1,200 men to help put dovn Bacon's Rebaliion — an enter-
orise w,.ioh resulted 4n failure because the(l*?opers deserted long belore
they came within signt of the rebel leader.

Epanwhile, on Seplenber 4, 1655, Jchn Karrison had & patent for
1,000 acras batween the Lszds of Aquia af. gnopawamsic Creeks. A portion
of this tract was therefore in the Park.(23) Joan Harrison having disd
withou! heirs, the sams h“ol.-crty was granted to his sister, MNrs. Frances
Ezrrison, widow of Dr. Jersrdian Harrison. We have alraady ncted the fact
that she w2s & sister of Taomzs Vhitzreaves, who saved the life of
Charies II in 1651, M¥rs. Francaes Harrison having in turn disd without
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erilcren, the 1,000 ecres was gramved in 1666 1o Jopisin Ggl?s ¥
: R R : 3 )
rer second nussar4, wao swvived her LUy at lecst five yeurs. /

In zddition to ihe celebrated person: imcntiouned above we can
place the land of iwo ciher gentlemen who owned property in wihst 1s now,
the Park area. One was %illiam Martin, "Centlemen", who in 1657 ned a
pzient for 1,000 acrez on the =zouthwest side of Quantico Crcak ternind
the land of Governor S)—el }bthaws,?zsj ari the other was a ceriain,
Captoin Burr Harrison, whe took out a grant for 195 acres in 1739, (25)

o

hor many of thnese earliy patentcas built heouses in what ls
noa the Park it is impessible to say. As we have seen, tracuicaily =zl
of them already had cozfortatle homzs in ihe nmore settlel paris of the

Cclony: The wos% prominent person to call himself 'of Chopawamsi

Colonel Tnerss narrison (1865-1746) who was County Lieutenznt of ryince
¥illiam and memder of the House of Burgesses, 1741-1742. OGCGLly enougn,
the boundaries of the extensive land holdings of this Thomas Earrison
end his farily were sc vaguely expressed that the vriter has becn unzbie
to delcraine vhether or not any portion of their plantations exterded
into Cromawamsic Park.

courty reccrds keeps us fron knowing the names of other distinguisield
psTsons who may have acquirsd land along the Chepewamzic., Tot, cesxils
the absence of this informztion, we have a list of names wihich siirs (le
imaginztion, porticularly when the data is presented in surmarized fosz.
Could a more aristocratic group be fourd than those just mentionea in
this sketcn? Ve have reocrded as the early owners of our park propiriy -

Certainly, it is to be forever regrotted that the Lcs: ol ing

1. Colongl Samuel Mathews, Colonizl Governor of Virginia
2. John Helloway, Escuire, Speaker of the House of Burgesses
ard Treasurer of Virginia.
3. Captain Richolazs Xartian or Yarteau, formsrly burgess for
York County and an ancestor of Ggzorge Tashingtone
4. Colonel Cocrge Rsade, Mezmber of the Virginia council,
Secretary of State, and ancestor of Cecige Washinglon.
5. Ideutenant-Colonel KNathaniel Pope, ancestor or President
Washington.
6. Major Jamss Goodwin, who subsequently was burgess for
York County.
7. Colonel Waliter Broadhurst, who had represented Northumberland
in tho House of Burgeusass.
Anne (Gerrard) EBroadhurst (daughter of Colonel Tromas Gerrard,
one of the founders of Maryland) widow of Colonel Walter Broac-
hurst. She subseguently married Colonel Jjohn Weshirngton.
9. Colonsl Petsr Ashton, who had represented Cnarles City Couniy
and Northumterlard in the House of Burgesses.
19. Colonel Giloe Brent, formsriy Tressurer, Chief Justice, and
Deputy Governor of Xa~yland,
11, Colcnel Mlase Erent, son of the earlier Giles Brant and a
figure of pzrozinence during Bacon's Rebellion.
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12. ‘'rs. Frances Earrison, widow of ur. Juerimiah Harrison
"nd sister of Thomas "Mitgroawves who saved the 1life of
( : Charles 1I, 1651.
13. VWiliianm Yartin, "Gentliemon.®
14. Czptain zurr hKarrison. 1739.
15. Possibly robert (King) Carter, at one time Acting Governor
of Virginia,
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Respectfully submittied,
Crerles W. Porter

hesistznt Regional Historian
Tnird Reglon



