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Board to vote on senior program

By KEITH WALMER
mnpmnmmmm

The Prince William Board of  “We have a wonderful staff. The ity to go about daily living without owned and operated by the Manas-
County Supervisors will vote Tues- people that come get great service,” help, Tierney said. sas Baptist Church at 8730 Sudley
day on whether to discontinue the Tierney saidof theday careservice  “The population that this serves Road, provides a comparable serv-

Attendance at the Manassas Se- program. that provides for four full-time isa very frail population,” Tierney ice at about the same price, Tierney
nior Day Program hasdecreased by ~ "We are so devastated by this,” clients who attend daily and 27 who said. said.

23 percent in the last year, so the said Courtney Tierney, director attend sporadically. But it's not as if the seniors will “The facility at the Baptist place
county is getting ready to shut it of the Prince William Agency on Program participants are sen- wind up with no other place to go.
down.

Aging. iors who have a diminished capac- Hearth and Home, which is See SENIORS, Page A2

ROSES FOR THE FALLEN
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Florist
decorates
soldiers’
graves

By BENNIE SCARTON Jr.
bscarton @ manassasim.com

Like so many other florists who
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pated the snow and fce stormon
Valentine's Day and made most of
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“there was al no expected gwereq [ealled a cell number to get
walkein traffic on Valentine's Dax" 4 ajjernate delivery site or to

That day is normally one of the oy when someone would be
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PARK
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She said interviews showed
that the whites and blacks got
along well, often volunteering to
help each other at harvest and
other times.

“The only segregation was in
churches, schools and bars,” she
sald,

The primary areas now in-
side the 15,000-acre park were
Batestown, where free blacks
were present in the area as early
as the mid-eighteenth century,
and Hickory Ridge, which grew
out of the property originally
purchased in 1869 by Zeal
Williams, the first black prop-
erty owner in the area. Betsy
Bates, considered the matriarch
of the family, was born around
1795 and was the first of the
Bates in the area. By the end of
the 15th century, Batestown had
150 residents.

Taylor said a typical family
that was displaced was that of
Annie Williams, who lived to be
nearly 105 years old.

“She was a well-respected
midwife who delivered hun-
dreds of babies and sold apples
and peaches from her orchards
to make a living. She got some-
thing like §2,000 for all of her
land,"” Taylor said.

Payne-Jackson said in her in-
terviews she discovered the for-
mer park land area the

farming along with odd jobs to
make a living.

“Land was invaluable to
African-Americans not only as
an economic resource, but also
as an extension of self and fam-
ily" Payne-Jackson said.

Activities revolved around
the family, church and the land.
Families were very closely tied
to their land, symbolically, spir-
itually and economically Many
of the day-to-day tasks were
shared by whites and blacks. So-
cial activities included enjoying
music, games and house parties.

Taylor said the most reveal-
ing agpect of the research was
that most people interviewed
did not seem to be as aware of
the park takeover in the 1930s
as they were of the land acqui-
sition in the expansion of the
Marine Corps base in the
1840s.

“The takeover of the prop-
erty in the 1930s was gradual,
Most families seemed to be given
time to relocate, remaining on
their properties for several
years in some cases and in some
cases they benefited by the
takeover as a way out and up,”
Taylor said.

"“The strongest reaction of
families was the takeover of the
park by the Office of Strategic
Services in 194243 where fami-
lies were given two weeks to
clear out during a period of ex-
tremely bad weather,” she said.

In their report, the two rec-

ded that a cul trail

“moonshine capital” of the area
and the county sheriffs would
usually tip off the moonshiners
when federal agents were after
them.

She also said families told
her that once there was a crea-
ture known as “big foot” in the
area; that many homes were
thought to be haunted; and
that coon hunting was a big
part of the life of some of the
residents.

Payne-Jackson said most res-
idents depended on subsistence

that covers the legacy of Native
Americans, African-Americans
and Euro-Americans be set up to
show the losses suffered by the
residents as well as setting up
permanent and rotating exhibits
at the center that provide “an
overview of the rich cultural her-
itage of what is now the park "

The two were [nvited to
speak on their findings as part
of Black History Month.

ROSES
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as she looked at all the flow-
ers still her shop coolers “ 1
wanted to cry” but she came
up with the thought of rather
than letting them go to waste
to take them to the graves of
soldiers who had died in Iraq.
She called Arlington and
was given permission to
bring the roses in and was al-
lowed to park close to the
grave sites.
+“The footing was very
treacherous as it was very icy
and snowing at times, but we
were careful not to fall. In
some of the graves we doubled

up on the roses, particularly agreed.

on the graves which were bare
of any other flowers or tokens
of love," she said,

A few other families, she
said, were also at the ceme-
tery. At one of the gravesites
where a rose was placed, a
woman told her “it's awesome

what you are doing” and she
had a tear in her eye,

Fike said she was amazed at
how massive the cemetery is.

“As I looked back at what
we had done just before leav-
ing, it was just overwhelming
and very moving. I felt very
good that even if what we had
done, was just a small token
considering how many of the
soldiers had died to preserve
our freedom," she said.

“It made me feel better

that we had turned a sizeable |

loss of business into some-
thing that made me and my
employees feel so good.”
of employee Carrie Caplal

was among those who v
to the cemetery and she

“When my daughter asked
me if I wanted to go along, 1
said sure. I thought it was a
very good ldea to do some-
thing nice for the soldiers;
The thing that impressed me
the most was some of the
gravesites had flowers, toys,

Sisters Kelly, left, and Erin Wessel read the temporary marker

soldier

fora

i d ¥

and the others had nothing.
Those were the ones where [
was particularly moved to
leave the roses.”

Normally open on Sunday,
Fike left a note on the door of
her shop at 22538 Old Bridge
Road that said she would be

plcturs and mementoes, ¢

killed in Iraq after placing fresh roses

she and her staff were away
for the afternoon — on a pa-
triotic mission to honor the
soldiers who died in Iraq and

are buried in Arlington.

Staff writer Bennie Scarton Jr, can
be reached at (703) 369-6707,
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is much larger and they are able to offer
a fair amount of things that we do not
offer,” Tierney said of the 4-year-old pro-
gram at the renovated Marstellar Mid-
dle School, which the church bought in
2002.

The Hearth and Home facility has
8,000 square feet compared to the the
county’s 3,503-square-foot center near
the Sudley North Government Center
on Ashton Avenue.

Mary Eskridge, the Hearth and
Home project director, said some of the
services the church program offers in-
clude a staff nurse, a beautician that
comes in regularly, regular visits by a

podiatrist and a massage therapist, as
well as planned activities.

Staff reports show that Hearth and
Home can provide other amenities that
the county cannot. The amenities in-
clude a quiet room, a medical treatment
room, a crafts room and a recreation
room and two outside courtyards,

Hearth and home is also able to pro-
vide for its clients’ special dietary
needs, which the county cannot do.

Manassas Senior Adult Day Pro-
gram clients who use Medicaid to pay
will be allowed to continue the practice
should they choose to go to Hearth and
Home where everything is handicap ac-
cessible and on one level, Eskridge said.

“We're a Medicaid provider so we're
able to accommodate those that have

" Eskridge said of the program
that is licensed to care for 60 people,

Prince William County Executive
Craig Gerhart said his recommendation
to eliminate the program was purely a
ok decision® that is lated to
the county’s §18.1 million budget shortfall.

If someone can do the job better; the
government should step aside, Gerhart
said.

“As a government, we don't exist to
out-compete with the private sector,”
Gerhart said. “If they can do it better,
we ought not to be in that business.”

Staff reports show that shutting
down the program will eliminate seven
Jobs, which ineludes four health aides,
an adult day care program coordinator,
a recreation specialist and a driver for
a total savings of $312,040 annually.

Stalf writer Keith Walker can be reached at
(703) 878-8063.

Staff writer Bannie Scarton Jr. can
be reached at (703) 369-6707.
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Web poll results

» Should the General Assembly pass a measure
» that would allow localities to install photo-red
technology at intersections?

This week's question: Should all driver's seat cell
phone useage be banned?

Nate: This pail is not scientific and reflects the opinions of
only those Internet users who have chasen fo participate,
The results cannal be assumed fo rapresent public opinion,

Ny
com

Continued from page A1

Total votes: 174
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—
Undecided

should know better?

1It's too late for this year's
General Assembly, but maybe
the state legislators could
consider outlawing driving

talking on cell phones for
everybody.

Police say they don’t have
statistics about how many
accidents are the direct re-
sult of people talking on cell
phones, but the Lane
Ranger figures that's be-
cause people deny that they
were on the phone when
they had the accident.

0’'Brien appeared before
the House of Delegates’
Transportation C: ittee
on Thursday to promote his
bill, which passed the com-
mittee with a 20-1 vote.
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second quarter of fiscal year

VDOT also ended this fis-
cal quarter with 83 percent of
construction projects com-

| pleted within budget, com-

pared with 86 percent for the

4 same period last year, ac-

VDOT exceeds cording to the release.
e road The department delivered
construction goals 79 percent of its maintenance
The Virginia Department projects on time through the
of Tr: tation ded d quarter of this fiscal
all construction and main- year, the same percentage
tenance deadline and budget completed on time by this

targets through the second
quarter of fiscal 2007, ac-
cording to the agency's
quarterly report issued last
week.

which ended Dec. 81.

Of those, 107 or 90 percent,
were completed on schedule,
said a recent VDOT press re-

If it passes the in the lease,

House of Delegates and the
governor signs it, it would be-
come law on July 1.

This exceeds the goal of 70
percent for this vear and tops
the 84 percent score for the

Corrections and clarifications

The Potomac News wishes lo present a fair and accurate news
report each day. i Is the policy of this newspaper to cormect all

DC. Dally 6..3-37-26-13-36-20(12)

time last year:

The agency improved its
on-budget performance on
maintenance projects with 94
percent of projects completed
within budget, compared
with 88 percent for the same
quarter last vear, the release
said.

The fiscal 2007 target is 81
percent.

The following are the re-
port card results: -

DEADLINES:

Construction contracts
completed on time:

* Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2007 — 80
percent

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2006 — 82
percent

* Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2005 — 74
percent

Maintenance contracts
completed on time:

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2007 — 79
percent

« Throuch the s=econd

-
BUDGETS:

Construction contracts
completed within budget:

* Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2007 — 93
percent

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2006 — 88
percent

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2005 — 82
percent

Maintenance contracts
completed within budget:

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2007 — 94
percent

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2006 — 88
percent

+ Through the second
quarter of fiscal 2005 — 84

agency began releasing quar-

‘terly reports and launched its
Dashboard in 2003. The Dash-
board is an online system
that provides the latest status
on construction, mainte-
nance, operations, safety, fi-
nance and environmental
compliance.

For more information
about all of VDOT's projects
and programs or to view the
VDOT Dashboard, visit Vir
giniaDOTorg.

Please send questions or com-
mants on franenartatinn ia: | ana




