' VIRGINIA
SISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION  Nemingni:mo photo

L

SaTE SURVEY FORM

"ot ta.e Prince William Forest Park Conmei A
@y Townudily Prince William County
L vssaoroeeope muttcer See verbal boundary description below.
3. . Ouantico,Jdoplin, Independent Hilli:i. ir “irid Park established 1933
©aia.: - .ner Multiple Arohtect butlder crufeamen

g .. .'x. Chiefly farmland
eaiint (nmer UeS, Dept. of Interior

2 . Seured ul Bame
‘ National Park Service s ’_,’”
;ant e nlr L5 o /o Superintendent, Pr. sER Ol
Wm. Forest Park, Triangle, VA 22172 Siories N/A -
2.2 4. National Park Foundation unu wall consi @ N/A
A cl7,000 acres
Raoifvps =
S0C cOn St ol structure and environs Good i =
-2 Peiential marsarsto structure

N2 L ny archiaes

\ (seical interest Homesites, cemeteries, other remnants of man-made features; probably
Indian sites present.

Should 2 investizatad for possible ragister potential?  yes ___ no
“hitectural description (Note significant features of plan. structural system and interior and eXtenics wacor o,
s Line care to point out aspects not visible or clear from phetographs. Explain nature and periad ot all ailemaginns =

foArs. List ANY SUDUNGINgs and (21 APProXimalie Gues. CImeenes, i)

Remnants are still visible of the farms and other early, man-made features that were
present prior to the Federal Government's purchase of the large tract of land that now com-
prises the Prince William Forest Park. Evidence of the abandoned settlement areas includes
family cemeteries, mill sites, foundations of old buildings--dwellings, churches and schools-- ~
outlines of once-worked fields that have yielded to the new growth of pine stands, and traces
of old roads that once criss-crossed the region. The ruins can be seen of a late 19th-early
20th century pyrite mine, located where the Quantico Creek meets the South Fork of the
Quantico. Evidence of two pre-Colonial Indian campsites has also been found on the Park.
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The region's recorded history began with the establishment in the late 17th century of
large tobacco plantations up the Quantico from where the port town of Dumfries would later be =
established. Poor farming practices caused the early depletion of the soil along the Potomac
flatlands and the siltation of Quantico Creek, so that by the end of the 18th century, much
of the land within the present park had been abandoned and its owners and their descendants |
had migrated to more fertile lands to the west where, instead of tobacco, wheat and other j
grains were becoming the chief crops.

The Prince William Forest Paﬂg, a wildlife preserve and recreational area in eastern
Prince William County, had its origins during the Great Depression. In 1933, the Resettlement
Administration, under the National Industrial Recovery Act, acquired 17,000 acres of subsis-
tence-level farmland, including many farms, both active and ahandoned,‘and established the
Chopawamsic Recreational Demonstration Area. Unemployed youth from the Civilian Conservation
Corps and workers hired under the Works Projects Administration developed the park in the
early 1930s, by building bridges, roads, campsites, picnic facilities, and park buildings, and
by clearing old farmsteads and reforesting the old fields. In 1936, administration of the
park was transferred to the Department of the Interior. 1In 1940, the area was included in
the National Capital Park System. During World War II, part of the park was used for military
training, including land now contained within the U.S. Naval Reservation's Quantico Marine
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Historical significance (continued)

Base, on the present park's southwestern boundary. The Prince William Forest Park received
its present name after World War II. One of the few natural areas with wild flora and fauna
populations within a half-hour's drive from Washington, D.C., the park provides recreational
opportunities for people in the Washington metropolitan area.

In 1973, the Park Superintendent inventoried the cemeteries in the Forest Park.
Dividing the territory into four sections, the Park identified 25 cemeteries in (or just out-
side the boundaries of) Prince William Forest Park. Most_of them are family plots, some
marked with engraved stones, others with only fieldstones, and some unmarked. One cemetery
(cemetery F, section II) marked only by fieldstones is thought to contain Union soldiers’
graves. Another Union soldier is known to have been buried in cemetery G, section III.
Several Confederate veterans of the Civil War are also buried in cemeteries on the park.
Some of the cemeteries are still being used for burials (cemetery H, section III). The
earliest known burials are probably those of George H. and Dr. BAlexander M. Muschett, who
died in 1822 and 1825, respectively.

Cole Hill was the name of an estate that formerly lay within the park's boundaries. The
farm is thought to have been in the area bounded by Park Central Drive, Old Black Top Road
and Grail 10, about 1 mile east of mile post 6. This was the farm of Paynes and Weedons.
Cole Hill Cemetery is located at the end of an old farm road which intersects Park Central
Drive about 60 yards south of mile post 6, on the east. The family cemetery on the south
side of the farmsite is mentioned in the WPA guide to Prince William and contains about six
marked burials.

One of the largest cemeteries, cemetery H, section III, is located off the south side of
Oak Ridge Road, approximately % mile from park Central Drive. Still in use, the cemetery
contains about 26 markers.
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TOTAL PAIMARY MILEAGE 'N THE COUNTY AS OF DEC. 31, 1976 106,30 MILES 1
SECONDARY MIL EAQE TABULATION
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