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PRINCE WILLIAM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
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COUNTY OF PRINCE WILLIAM

1 County Complex Court, Prince William, Virginia 22192-9201 PLANNING
(703) 792-6830 Metro 631-1703, Ext. 6830 FAX (703) 792-4758 OFFICE
Internet www.pwcgov.org

Steven K. Griffin
Director of Planning January 16, 2004

Mr. Steve Coniglio
Pulte Homes

10600 Arrowhead Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030

Re: Mayfield Trace/Lucasville School
Dear Steve:

The purpose of this correspondence is to discuss with you the possibility of relocating another
building associated with Prince William County’s earlier African American heritage to the
Lucasville School site. We have recently moved the Barnes house out of the path of the
Dumfries Road widening project near the County’s landfill. The house is being1 stored at the
landfill until we can find a permanent site. The house was built in the early 19" century and was
associated with a free family of color. One of the ideas discussed among County staff was to
place the house next to the Lucasville School to enrich the experience and interpretation of the
site.

I have prepared the enclosed sketch to provide you with a conceptual layout. We want the
school and house to face the road as they would have been had they been built on Godwin Drive.
The site that is shown on the preliminary plan appears to be too small to meet the rear setback for
the school. I have proposed an increase in the size of the parcel (shown in cross hatching) on the
sketch. This would allow us to wrap travelways and off street parking around the back of the site
(shaded on the sketch), so that school buses can easily maneuver through it. The parking area
could be shared for visitors to the adjoining park.

Please let me know what you think as soon as possible, so that we can begin the planning and
contractual arrangements for moving the Barnes House to a permanent location. The expanded
site will also need to be coordinated with the final subdivision plan for that section of

development.
Sincere)y, @/k‘ i‘
f éoben C.égridge %
Cultural Resources Coordinator
Enclosures: Sketch of Lucasville School/Bames House site
Picture of Barnes House
o} o Brendon Hanafin
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Barnes House

The Barnes House was built in the 19th century by
the Barnes family, a local family of African American
and American Indian descent. Eppa Barnes and
Amanda Lambert Barnes were married on July 1,
1875, in Prince William County and raised 12 children
at the home. Eppa Barnes was known as a
woodsman and farmer. Amanda Barnes was a
midwife early in the marriage and later became a
school teacher.

This house was built just east of Independent Hill on the edge of Route 234, near
what is now the Prince William County Landfill. In the 1930s, the Barnes House
was renowned as a showplace for its flowers and beautiful decorations. Itwas a
Tidewater-style home. The Barnes family no longer owns the property, but the
family contributed greatly to this community.

Prince William County has moved the Barnes House from its original site in order
to protect it from destruction during the widening of Route 234. Currently, County
staff is exploring options to move the home to a permanent location. The ultimate
goal is to restore the home and use it for interpreting Prince William County's rich
African American heritage.
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